
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ 
SINHA): (a) Three new projects which fully or partly fall in Jammu and Kashmir have 
been sanctioned in the last five years. These are Sambha-Vijaypur-Jammu – Doubling 
across Basanter Bridge, Kathua-Madhopur Punjab – Doubling across Ravi Bridge and 
Kathua-Madhopur Punjab – Doubling across Bridge No. 16, 18 and 19. 

(b) No land was required to be acquired for any of these 3 projects. 

(c) to (f) Do not arise.

Representation to shift Tirunelveli Nagercoil railway line 
to Madurai division

2593. SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether Government has received any representation to transfer the Tirunelveli-
Nagercoil railway line to the Madurai division from the Thiruvananthapuram division;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the action taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ 
SINHA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Requests in this regard have been received from various 
fora, including from elected representatives in the State and Central Government, etc. 

(c)  The requests have been examined but have not been found feasible, on account 
of operational and administrative reasons.

Doubling of Bhagalpur junction-Barharwa railway line

†2594. SHRIMATI  KAHKASHAN PERWEEN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government has chalked out any plan for doubling the railway line 
between Bhagalpur junction and Barharwa that connects rest of the country with the 
western region;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ 
SINHA): (a) to (c) Doubling of Bhagalpur-Barharwa section has been taken up as under: 

(i) 	 Barharwa-Tinpahar (16 km) section: Doubling has already been completed. 

(ii)	 Tinpahar-Sahibganj (38 km) section: Track linking in Tinpahar-Maharajpur        
(24 km) section has been completed and finishing works have been taken up. 
Earthwork and bridge works have been taken up in balance portion.
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(iii)	Sahibganj-Pirpainti (23 km): Track linking completed and finishing works have 
been taken up.

(iv)	Pirpainti-Bhagalpur (59 km): Earthwork and bridge works have been taken up.

Merger of Visakhapatnam division with South Central Railway

2595. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that assurance has been given to Seemandhara that their 
demand to merge Visakhapatnam division with South Central Railway or to create a 
new Visakhapatnam zone will be considered favourably; 

(b) if so, whether its implications for East Coast Railway have been examined; and

(c) whether if such demand is accepted in violation of the principles of jurisdiction 
for zones followed by Railways so far, will Government consider the demand of Odisha 
for merger of areas of Odisha falling within South Eastern Railway and /or other such 
areas into the East Coast railway zone? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ 
SINHA): (a) to (c)  No, Sir. No assurance has been given to Seemandhara for the merger 
of Visakhapatnam division with South Central Railway or to create a new Visakhapatnam 
zone. However, a committee of Senior Officers from Railways has been constituted to 
examine, inter-alia, the issue of a new railway zone in the successor State of Andhra 
Pradesh, in terms of item no 8 of Schedule 13 (Infrastructure) of Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganization Act, 2014. The Terms of Reference of the Committee include holding of 
discussions with all concerned, including the State Government officials, before giving 
their recommendations. The Committee has not yet submitted its report.

Provision of ramps and lifts at railway stations in Delhi

2596. DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is no provision of ramps and lifts at Nizamuddin, New Delhi 
and Old Delhi railway stations for use by elderly, infirm and differently-abled people;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the reasons for wheeling through such persons by long routes meant for 
transportation of goods; and

(d) the corrective steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ 
SINHA): (a) to (d)  Ramps have been provided from entry to the stations at Nizamuddin, 
New Delhi and Old Delhi railway stations for use by elderly, infirm and differently-
abled people. However, ramp at Nizamuddin station has been provided from main entry 
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