110 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(1) The Foreign Trade Policy provides policy support for increasing
India’s export growth by adopting market diversification and product

diversification plans and maintaining a stable policy environment.

(1) The policy also provides {ramework for duty free import of raw materials
and duty free mmport of capital goods for enhancing manufacturing

capacity for exports, after fixing export obligation on the exporters.

(ii))  One of the guiding principles of FTP is that the taxes should not be
exported. Therefore, exporters are granted access to duty free raw material

or are provided refund of duties paid in manufacture of exported products.

(iv)  Providing trade facilitation measures to improve trade environment.
Increase in net oil imports

2943, SHRI AJAY SANCHETIL: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the adverse situation in country's balance of trade is significantly on
account of the stress arising from the rising proportion of net oil imports relative to

country's capacity to export other products;

(b) 1f so, the value of net o1l imports to that of merchandise exports in 2003-04,
2007-08 and 2012-13; and

(c¢) the details of steps taken to reduce dependency on crude oil and Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY (SHRIMATT NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): (a) and (b) Petroleum and
Crude oil is one of the major items of import, which accounts for nearly one third of
country’s total imports, which also affects country’s balance of trade, as evident from
the details given below. However, these imports are essential and critical for meeting

the energy needs of the country and driving the economy.

(Values in US $ Billion)

Commodity 2003-04 2007-08 2012-13
Hxport of Petroleum (Crude and Products) 3.57 28.41 60.86
Import of Petroleum (Crude and Products) 20.57 79.78 164.04
Net Oil Imports 17.00 51.37 103.18

India's Total Merchandise Imports 78.15 251.65 490.74
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Commodity 2003-04 2007-08 2012-13
India's Total Merchandise Exports 63.84 163.13 300.40
Balance of Trade (11431 (-)88.52 {(-)190.34
India's Total Merchandise Exports 60.27 134.72 239.54
excluding Petroleum and Crude products
Proportion of net o1l imports relative to 0.28 0.38 0.43

Country's exports excluding Petroleum and
Crude products

(¢) Government, its various agencies and Exploration and Production Companies

have taken several steps to reduce our dependency on import of crude oil and LNG

which inter alia include the following:

(1) Implementation of improved oil recovery and enhanced oil recovery

schemes by ONGC from ageing fields.

(1)  HEnhanced exploitation of Coal Bed Methane (CBM).

(1) Policy for Geo-Scientific Data Generation for Hydrocarbons.

(iv)  Setting up of a National Data Repository.

(v)  Enhanced efforts for exploitation of Shale Gas reserves etc.

(viy Increased efforts for acquisition of oil and gas assets abroad.

(vil) Develop alternative sources of energy e.g. solar energy, wind energy.

(viil) HEncourage energy saving measures.

Exploration and excavation projects pending under ASI
2944 SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the number of exploration and excavation projects pending under the

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI); and

(by what percentage of the ASI's total expenditure is spent on exploration and

excavation projects ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (SHRI SHRIPAD
YESSO NAIK): (a) No, Sir. There is no exploration and excavation project pending
in ASL. However, the approved projects of ASI for the field season 2013-14 are 16 in

number, which have been carried out.

(b) Details of funds allotted to the ASI during the year 2013-2014 under Plan.



