Oral Answers [8 August, 2014] to Questions 13

Drip irrigation system that saves water and power

*444, SHRI KALPATARU DAS: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government of Punjab has initiated certain drip irrigation system for

agriculture that saves water and power;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether farmers in the State are proposed to be granted subsidy in the

matter;

(d) whether this project is equally proposed for implementation in other States to

boost agriculture and save water and power; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to
(e) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (e) Sir, Central Government has been providing financial assistance since
2005-06 under National Mission on Micro Irrigation to farmers in all States, including
Punjab, for installation of micro irrigation systems. From this year, such assistance is
being provided under “On Farm Water Management” (OFWM) component of “National
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture” (NMSA). Under OFWM, Central assistance is
provided to farmers in all States for installation of micro irrigation systems, namely, drip
and sprinkler irrigation system, for an area up to 5 ha per farmer, at the rate of 35% for

small and marginal farmers and 25% for other farmers.

As per OFWM guidelines, in addition to the Central assistance, 10% assistance
is required to be provided by the State Governments to the farmers. However, some
States are providing enhanced financial assistance to farmers from their own resources.
Government of Punjab has decided to provide additional subsidy of 45%, in addition
to the Central assistance and mandatory 10% State share. For area beyond 5 ha, entire

subsidy is borne by the Government of Punjab.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Questioner not present. Any supplementaries?

DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Sir, drip irrigation is the only micro irrigation which
uses the water fully. But, there is a hurdle in using the drip irrigation now though all

the States are now encouraging it. Even some States are giving a 100 per cent subsidy.
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But, availability of fertilizers is the problem. There is non-availability of water soluble
liquid fertilizers. I would like to know from the Minister whether he has got any idea of
importing the water soluble liquid fertilizers and give it to the farmers on subsidised rates.

Thank you, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : See, I have to rotate. ...(Interruptions)...

Cotton production in Vidarbha

*445. SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has advised the farmers in Vidarbha region to desist

from sowing of Bt. Cotton due to deficient rainfall in this season;

(b) if so, the expected decline in cotton production as a result of following this

advisory;
(c) what alternatives have been suggested by Government; and

(d) whether these alternatives would cause a decline in the cotton farmers’

income?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to
(d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (d) In view of forecast for South West monsoon, the Central Institute for Cotton
Research, Nagpur advised that dry seeding of varieties can be taken up during 16 to 20
June, 2014 for non Bt. cotton. For Bt. cotton, sowing should be done only after receipt
of about 75-100 mm rainfall. After receipt of about 75-100 mm rainfall, intercropping of

mung, urd, bean and short duration soyabean was recommended to avoid risk.

Vidarbha region of Maharashtra has received 411.7 mm rainfall against the normal
of 515.7 mm during the period from 1.6.2014 to 3.8.2014. Delay in onset of monsoon
initially resulted in slow area coverage under cotton in Vidarbha. However, area coverage
subsequently improved with increased rainfall in the region. The area sown under cotton
in Vidarbha region was 12.81 lakh hectares as on 28.7.2014 against the area of 12.30 lakh
hectare sown up to the corresponding date last year. Sowing of cotton is still continuing.
It is expected that production of cotton in Vidarbha region would be close to normal

provided rains during remaining kharif season is normal and well distributed.

SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister how the
farmers are expected to make up these losses. ... (Interruptions)... Sir, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister as to how the farmers are expected to make up these losses in
income. Is the Central Government planning to provide any financial assistance to make
good for the decline in farmers’ income and ensure that investment in agriculture for the

next season is not adversely affected?



