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MR. CHAIRMAN : See, [ have to rotate. ...({Interrupiions)...

Cotton production in Vidarbha

445 SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has advised the farmers in Vidarbha region to desist

from sowing of Bt. Cotton due to deficient rainfall in this season;

(by 1if so, the expected decline in cotton production as a result of following this

advisory;
(¢) what alternatives have been suggested by Government; and

(d) whether these alternatives would cause a decline in the cotton farmers’

income?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to
{d) A Statement 1s laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (d) Inview of forecast for South West monsoon, the Central Institute for Cotton
Research, Nagpur advised that dry seeding of varieties can be taken up during 16 to 20
June, 2014 for non Bt. cotton. For Bt. cotton, sowing should be done only after receipt
of about 75-100 mm rainfall. After receipt of about 75-100 mm rainfall, intercropping of

mung, urd, bean and short duration soyabean was recommended to avoid risk.

Vidarbha region of Maharashtra has received 411.7 mm rainfall against the normal
of 515.7 mm during the period from 1.6.2014 to 3.8.2014. Delay in onset of monsoon
initially resulted in slow area coverage under cotton in Vidarbha. However, area coverage
subsequently improved with increased rainfall in the region. The area sown under cotton
1in Vidarbha region was 12.81 lakh hectares as on 28.7.2014 against the area of 12.30 lakh
hectare sown up to the corresponding date last year. Sowing of cotton is still continuing,
It is expected that production of cotton in Vidarbha region would be close to normal

provided rains during remaining kharif season is normal and well distributed.

SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister how the
farmers are expected to make up these losses. ... (Inferruptions)... Sir, | would like to know
from the hon. Minister as to how the farmers are expected to make up these losses in
income. Is the Central Government planning to provide any financial assistance to make
good for the decline in farmers’ income and ensure that investment in agriculture for the

next season 1s not adversely affected?
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SHRI DIGVIJAY A SINGH : This is about genetically modified seeds.
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DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM : It 1s wrong, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. That 1s enough.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no; you cannot continue.
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SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the cotton production
is having a lot of importance not only in Vidarbha but also, in its neighbouring State,
Telangana. The trade and production is interdependent between Vidarbha and Telangana.
Inthe usage of Bt cotton, as the hon. Minister has specified, there are a lot of complications,
besides several advantages. We are yet to understand the real perception of the agricultural
scientists, as [ar as the production is concerned. But farmers are showing some interest in
growing the Bt. cotton. In such a situation, are we in a position to ensure the Indianized
ideonised Bt. cotton seed availability within the country? This is what I would like to
know from the Minister.
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Loss of foodgrains

*446. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the quantum and value of foodgrains lost due to pilferage, unsafe storage and
damage during transit, during each of the last three years and the current year, so far,

State-wise/Union Territory-wise, including Haryana;

(b) the total storage space available and foodgrains procured and stored during

the same period, State and Union Territory-—wise; and

(c) the effective steps taken/proposed to be taken by Government to prevent loss

of foodgrains in the country?

THE MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI RAMVILAS PASWAN): (a) to (¢) A Statement is laid on the
Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Quantity and value of Central Pool foodgrains lost due to pilferage and
in transit during last three vears and current year, State—wise including Haryana 1s at
Statement-1 and II respectively (See below).Central pool foodgrains are stored safely after
procurement till distribution. However, some quantity of foodgrains may get damaged /
become non-issuable during storage due to various reasons such as storage pest attack,

leakages in godowns, procurement of poor quality stocks, spillage during handling of



