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Shortage of TB Medicines

3650. PROF. M V. RAJEEY GOWDA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a shortage in the supply of medicines for treatment of

Tuberculosis (TB) in some parts of the country, and, if so, the reasons therefor; and
(b) the steps undertaken by Government to address the 1ssue?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH
VARDHAN): (a) No, Sir.-As on date, sufficient quantity of Anti TB drugs under Revised

National TB Coentrol Programme 1is available in the country.
(b) Does not arise.
Safe work environment for female health workers

3651. SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of HEATTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the members of the nurses’ associations and women’s
organisations have demanded justice and a safe work environment for female health

workers;
(b)y if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether it is also a fact that the famale health workers have demanded for a

safe working environment {or them in all establishments; and
(dy 1if so, the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH
VARDHAN): (a) to (¢) Yes. Recently, a representation signed by representatives of various
organisations has been received in the Ministry seeking justice in sexual harassment cases
nvolving women healthcare workers, safe working environment for women and institution
of Vishakha Committees in all healthcare institutions all over the country. The representation
has been forwarded to all States/UTs for appropriate action.

(d) Health being a state subject, the matter regarding working conditions of
Nursing staff comes under the purview of the State Government in which the hospitals

are located.
Expansion of public healthcare system

3652. SHRI ATAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a need to expand the public healthcare system to address the
healthecare needs of vast majority of citizens;



Written Answers fo [12 August. 2014] Unstarred Questions 159

(b)y if so, whether Government in this backdrop, intends to transform the National
Rural Health Mission into a National Health Mission covering both rural and urban

areas,
(c¢) 1l so, the details thereof, and

(d) the measures taken by Government in this direction?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH
VARDHAN): (a) to (d) The National Health Mission (NHM)with its two Sub-Missions,
namely the National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) and National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) covering both the rural and urban areas came into effect with Cabinet approval
of Ist May, 2013. Initially, NRHM was launched in 2005 to strengthen public health
care systern in the rural areas. Later, NUHM was approved by the Union Cabinet on 1st
May, 2013 as a Sub-Mission of NHM to address the primary health care needs of urban
population, particularly the poor and vulnerable population.

The Framework for Implementation of the National Health Mission approved by the
Cabinet on 5th December, 2013 outlines the goals, outcomes and strategies of the Mission.
The main programmatic components of NHM include Health System Strengthening in
both rural and urban areas, Reproductive-Maternal-Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health
(RMINCH+A) interventions, and control of Communicable and Non-Communicable

Diseases.

Public health being a state subject, support is being provided under NHM to the
States/UTs for strengthening their health care delivery systems as per the Programme
Implementation Plans submitted by them every year.

Financial assistance to Chhattisgarh for medical infrastructure

13653. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the assistance sought by Chhattisgarh as a one time grant for capacity building
in the Government Medical Colleges, biomedical waste management, establishment of
nursing centre for excellence and establishment of Nursing Colleges in Jagdalpur and
Ambikapur; and

(by the requirements from Government for granting sanction to the proposal to
increase the number of seats in the Graduate course at Raipur Medical College to 150
and to grant permission for 50 seats of MD, MS and diploma courses at Raigarh Medical
College and 100 seats each for Rajnandgaon and Ambikapur?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH
VARDHAN): (a) Under Centrally Sponsored Scheme for “Strengthening and Up-gradation

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



