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(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and
(c) the steps taken / being taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI
SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) and (b) There are approximately 36.5% and 40.8% vacancy
in teaching positions in sixteen IITs and thirty NITs respectively. The reasons for faculty
shortage are due to retirement, resignation, increase in students’ intake and non-availability
of qualified candidates for taking up teaching assignments.

(¢) Arising of vacancies and filling up thereof is a continuous process and the
Institutes have been taking various initiatives to attract outstanding candidates for faculty
positions. Some of these measures include year-round open advertisements, holding
of selection committee meetings through video conferencing, invitation to alumni,
scientists and faculty to reach out to potential candidates, advertisements in international
journals, outstanding young faculty awards, etc. IITs allow appoint NRIs and PIOs to
the permanent faculty positions on the same terms and conditions as those of the regular
faculty.

As regards to NITs, the Institutions are engaging contract and adjunct staff as well
as using the online mode of teaching to overcome these shortages. Moreover, faculty in
NITs has now been given pay parity with faculty in IITs with a view to attract quality
faculty.

Further, the MHA has reduced the salary limit for employment Visa to foreign
faculty from US$ 25,000 to US$ 14,000 with a view to make it possible for foreign
faculty to join IITs and NITs.

Financial assistance to students studying abroad

$1270. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government plans to provide financial assistance to the students
belonging to economically backward classes for their study abroad,

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) the details of policies/schemes adopted by Government in this regard,;

(d) the number of students to be benefitted there under; and

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(e) the details of funds allocated by Government during the current year?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI
SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) to (¢) The Government is implementing the following
schemes for providing financial assistance to student belonging to economically backward
classes for their study abroad:-

1. Padho Pardesh:- This scheme is implemented by Ministry of Minority Affairs.
Padho Pardesh is a scheme of Interest Subsidy on educational loan on overseas studies for
the meritorious and economically weaker students belonging to Minority Communities.
For availing the benefit of the scheme, the total income from all sources of the employed
candidates or his/her parents/guardians in case of unemployed candidate shall not
exceed T 6.00 lakh per annum. Under the Scheme, 100% interest subsidy is provided
on educational loan availed by the students, enrolled for course at Masters, M. Phil and
Ph. D. levels, for overseas studies under the existing educational loan scheme of Indian
Banks’ Association (IBA). Physical target and financial allocation under the scheme for
the year 2014-15 is 100 beneficiaries and X 4 Crore respectively.

2. National Overseas Scholarship for Scheduled Tribe Students: This scheme
is implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Under the scheme, financial assistance
is provided to meritorious Scheduled Tribe students for pursuing higher studies of Master
level courses, Ph.D. and Post Doctoral Research Programmes in foreign universities in
the field of Engineering, Technology and Science whose parental income does not exceed
T 6 lac per annum. The selected candidates are given cost of tuition and other educational
fee charged by foreign universities, maintenance and other grants along with travel
expenses. Physical target and financial allocation under the scheme for the year 2014-15

is 20 (17 ST nd 3 Primitive Tribal Group) beneficiaries and ¥ 1.0 Crore respectively.

3. National Overseas Scholarship for Scheduled Caste etc.: This scheme is
implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. Under the scheme,
financial assistance is provided for pursuing Master level course and Ph.D. abroad. The
family income ceiling of the candidates/parents is T 6.00 lac per annum. The number of
awards available is 60 per annum. An amount of ¥ 6.00 crore has been provided under the

scheme.
Poor condition of rural schools

+1271. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



