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Shortage of officers and personnel in Army

T1412. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it 1s a fact that there 1s huge shortage of officers and personnel in the
Army, if so the details thereof;

(by whether it may have bearing on the functioning of the Army;
(c) 1if so, the details thereof, and
(d) whether any action plan has been prepared to meet this shortage?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRT ARUN JAITLEY): (a) Shortage of officers
in Army as on 01.01.2014 is 8455 (17.77%). In Other Ranks, there is nominal shortfall of
16597 (1.44%) as on 01.04.2014.

(b) and (¢) To mitigate any adverse impact on the functioning of the Army,

appropriate measures have been undertaken including internal adjustments.

(dy Various measures have been taken on an ongoing basis to reduce shortages in
the officers’ cadre. Vigorous campaigns have been launched to attract the talented youth
to join the Armed Forces. The service conditions of the officers joining through Short
Service Commission (SSC) have been made attractive. The tenure of SSC officers has
been increased from 10 years to 14 vears. The implementation of recommendations of the
VI Central Pay Commission with substantial improvement in the pay structure of officers

of Armed Forces has also made the Services more attractive.

Army has undertaken sustained image projection campaign to creale awareness
among the youth on the advantages of taking up a challenging and satisfying career.
Awareness campaigns, participation in career fairs and exhibitions, advertisements in
print and electronic media, motivational lectures in schools, colleges are some of the

measures 1n this direction.

All the above mentioned measures have resulted in gradual improvement in the last
five years with shortage of officers reducing from 26% in 2010 to 17.77% n 2014.

New defence production policy

1413. DR. R. LAKSHMANAN: Will the Minister of DEFENCHE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government proposes to bring in the new Defence Production Policy

which was formulated in the year 2011,

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



