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(d)y if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI SHRIPAD
YESSO NAIK): (a) to (d) The Ministry of Tourism as part of its ongoing promotional
activities releases campaigns in the international and domestic markets under the Incredible

India brand-line, to promote various tourism destinations and products of India.

The Ministry of Tourism promotes India as a holistic destination in the domestic and
international markets, including the various tourism destinations and products of every

State/Union Territory of the country including Telengana and Andhra Pradesh.

Further, the Ministry of Tourism provides financial assistance to State Governments
& Union Territory Governments for tourism projects based on proposals, received from
them which are complete in all respects as per the Scheme Guidelines, infer-se priority

and subject to availability of funds.
Tourist place status for Giroudpuri Dham of Chhattisgarh

T1672. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

(a) the obstacles in awarding the status of tourist spot to the birth place of Guru
Ghasidasji Giroudpuri Dham, Chhattisgarh;

(by whether the Government of Chhattisgarh has approached the Central
Government to provide funds for awarding the status of tourist place to the above said

site;
(¢) if so, the reasons for this being neglected by the Central Government; and

(d)y whether awarding the status of a tourist spot to the religious place of the

Satnamis is a matter of faith and by when this status will be given?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI SHRIPAD
YHESSO NAIK): {a) The State Government of Chhattisgarh has informed that Giroudpuri,
the birth place of Guru Ghasidasji has already been declared as a tourist destination in
2001-02.

(b) to (d) Identification, development and promotion of destinations/circuits
is primarily undertaken by the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations

themselves. However, Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA)
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for tourism projects which are prioritized in consultation with the State Governments/
Union Territories. The projects which are in accordance with the scheme guidelines
are sanctioned/funds released subject to availability of funds, submission of Utilization
Certificates for {unds released to them 1in the previous years and infer-se-priority. The
Ministry of Tourism has prioritized the project *Destination Development of Giroudhpuri’

in the current financial year, i.e. 2014-15.
Home Stay Scheme in Maharashtra

1673. SHRI HUSAIN DALWAIL: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to

state:

(a) whether availability of hotel rooms in the country 1s extremely limited;

(by if so, the rank of the country amongst the countries ranked on the basis of
hotel rooms;

(¢) whether it is imperative to expand the number of registrations under the home

stay scheme in various States to augment hotel room capacity; and
(dy if so, how popular the home stay scheme is, particularly in Maharashtra?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI SHRIPAD
YHSSO NAIK): (a) As per the Report of the “Working Group on Tourism” for the 12th
Five Year Plan (2012-2017) set up by the Planning Commission, for a projected annual
growth of 12% in Foreign Tourist Arrivals, the requirement of additional hotel rooms
under classified category in 2016 over 2010 1s estimated to be 1,90,108 including budget

hotel rooms.

(by The Ministry of Tourism does not compile data relating to the ranking of

countries in terms of hotel rooms.

(c) and (d) The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has an all India scheme for
approving Home Stavs/Bed & Breakfast units on voluntary basis including in Maharashtra.
All the State Governments/UT Administrations have been advised to extend tax benefits
to the owners of Home Stays/Bed & Breakfast units to augment the availability of rooms
under this category.

Increase in the number of foreign tourists

1674. SHRI P RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been any increase in the number of foreign tourists who

visited India during the last three years; and



