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Under National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (INMSA), Government is
promoting organic farming through cluster approach as well as through adoption of
organic village. Financial assistance (@ ¥ 20,000/ha subject to maximum of T 40,000/- per
beneficiary for three year term 1s provided for adoption of organic farming through cluster
approach under Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) certification. Financial assistance
of ¥ 10 lakh per village is provided for organic village adoption (maximum 10 village per

annum/state).

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority under
Ministry of Commerce 1s implementing National Programme on Organic Production
(NPOP) to provide various services such as certification, notification of standards, and

assistance for promotion of exports of organic products.

Hxhibitions/Fairs, TV/Radio programmes/Radio Jingles etc. are used to promote

organic farming.

A centre of Network Project on Organic Farming (NPOF), has been established at
ICAR Research Complex, for North Eastern Hill (NEH) Region, Umiam, Meghalaya.
Another centre of NPOF has been sanctioned for ICAR Complex, Gangtok, Sikkim. The
center has developed package of practices for 12 crops so far. Technology for organic
production has been demonstrated in a village (Mynasin} having about 60 ha. area with
130 households in Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya in a cluster approach under NPOF-tribal
sub plan (TSP) programme. Trainings for analysts, field functionaries and extension

officers are also conducted for capacity building in respect of organic farming.
Control in prices of vegetables and fruits

#279. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFATIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether any mechanism has been put in place to monitor and regulate the
demand and supply of vegetables and fruits to keep their prices under control, if so, the

details thereof’ and

(by if not, whether Government proposes to set up any regulating/ monitoring

agency in this regard, if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI RAMVILAS PASWAN): (a) and (b) No, Sir. There is no
separate mechanism to monitor and regulate the demand and supply of vegetables and

fruits. Their prices are already being monitored on regular basis along with other essential
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food items. The Wholesale Price Index (WPT) indicates the price trends of essential food
items including that of fruits and vegetables. The price trends based on WPI for the last

six months (Jan.-June 2014) are given in the Statement (See below).

The Government has taken the following imtiatives based on recent trends in prices

of fruits and vegetables:

. Minmmum Export Price (MEP) fixed for potatoes at USD 450 per M.T. we.f.
26.06.2014 and of onions at USD 500 per M.T. w.e.f. 2.07.2014 respectively.

. States have been advised to allow free movement of fruits and vegetables by
delisting them from the APMC Act.

. Imposed stock limits in respect of onion and potato for a period of one year
with effect from 3rd July, 2014 under the HEssential Commodities Act.

. Based on interaction with the State Governments/UTs on 4th July, 2014, a
decision has been taken to amend the Essential Commodities Act to make
hoarding and black marketing a non bailable offence and increase the period

of detention to one year from existing six months.

. In the Union Budget 2014-15, a sum of ¥ 500 crore has been provided for
establishing a Price Stabilization Fund with the objective of protecting the

farmers from price volatility in agricultural produce.
Statement

Per cent change in Wholesale Price Index (WPI) over last 6 months

Commodity Name Jan.14 Feb.14 Mar. 14 Apr14  May 14  Jun.14%

Food Articles 8.8 7.9 9.6 8.7 95 8.1
Fruits & 9.8 6.4 11.7 92 92 6.1
Vegetables

Vegetables 13.5 24 6.2 1.6 -1.0 -5.9
Potato 16.0 7.7 314 33.0 314 42.5
Sweet Potato 1279 1279 125.9 123.0 1138 82.7

Onion 0.5 =275 -15.0 -10.6 -2.8 -10.7
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Commodity Name Jan.14 Feb.14 Mar. 14  Aprl4  May 14  Jun.14*

Tapioca 773 58.2 314 236 12.7 3.1
Ginger (Fresh) 89.2 89.6 65.0 70.1 24.0 4.0
Peas (Green) 1.2 20 21.3 NR NR NR
Tomato 16.8 11.6 16.7 NR NR NR
Cauliflower 8.4 -5.8 -0.8 NR NE NR
Brinjal -24.2 =227 -21.4 -24.6 -28.5 -28.9
Okra (Lady finger) 19.3 235 16.3 -7.9 -5.8 -11.7
Cabbage 323 47 -3.1 -6.3 -4.8 -11.9
Fruits 6.6 9.9 16.2 l6.1 19.4 214
Banana 13.3 12.8 13.2 18.0 189 20.5
Mango NR NR NR 2.6 137 23.8
Apple -14.4 -12.5 -4.2 2.8 -0.2 NR
Orange -0.5 1.5 7.4 8.6 105 10.8
Cashew nut 2.0 9.1 13.2 15.4 13.2 15.0
Coconut (Fresh) 21.2 233 32.8 453 51.6 491
Papaya 9.9 47 19.8 -3.3 =202 -26.1
Grapes -4.2 8.7 16.0 NR NR NR
Pineapple -2.9 77 -1.2 83 -1.4 0.4
Guava 55.8 46.5 85.8 166.2 173.0 1134
Lemon -22.9 214 452 75.0 46.5 1.0

Sourece: Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion

* latest available

Protection of consumer rights

*280.5HRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the action taken by the Mimistry, in consultation with the Ministries of



