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THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI
SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) to (c) The National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) conducts National Achievement Surveys (NAS) at periodic intervals
to assess the learning levels of children in classes III, V and VIII. Three rounds of NAS
have been conducted so far which reveal that the learning outcomes have improved,

though they continue to be low.

The Central Government has financially supported States/UTs on early grade
reading, writing and comprehension, and early mathematics programmes, through a sub-
programme of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, namely ‘Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat’, while at
upper primary level support is provided for mathematics and science teaching learning.
To measure the learning outcomes, the Central Government has provided support to
States/UTs for conducting State Level Achievement Surveys (SLAS) during 2014-15.

Setting up of a centralized placement cell

1607. SHRI SANJAY SINH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) proposes to
set up a centralized placement cell to provide employment to the students studying in

engineering colleges;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, whether Government would propose any such scheme in the public

interest?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI
SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) and (b) No Sir, All India Council of Technical Education
(AICTE) does not propose to set up a centralized placement cell to provide employment

to the students studying in engineering colleges.

(c) At present, there is no proposal under consideration of this Ministry to start

any such scheme.
Special schemes for educationally backward districts

1608. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether itis a fact that Government has identified 374 educationally backward

districts across the country;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



