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Reduction in fertility of soil

12205, SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has investigated the 1ssue that excessive use of chemical

tertilizers is destroying the fertility of land;
(by 1l so, the report of the investigation; and
(c) the steps taken by Government in accordance with the report?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
MOHANBHAI KALYANIIBHAI KUNDARIYA): (a) and (b) There is no scientific
evidence of declining soil fertility from judicious use of ¢ chemical fertilisers. However,
indiscriminate and imbalanced use of fertilizers coupled with low addition of organic

malter over years may result into multinutrient deficiencies and deterioration of soil
health.

Indian Institute of Soil Science, Bhopal implements All India Co-ordinated Research
Project (AICRP) on ‘Long-Term Fertilizer Experiments.” These monitor the soil fertility in
different soil types (fixed locations) under dominant cropping systems. The investigation
over the last few decades indicated that continues use of nitrogenous fertilizer alone
produced the highest decline in crop yields at almost all the centres and had deterious
effect on long term fertility and sustainability in particular, showing deficiencies of other
major and micro nutrients. Even in NPK fertilized system, the deficiency of micro and
secondary nutrients has become yield limiting factors after a number of years and their
application becomes necessary to sustain high yield potential. Only integrated use of
optimal dose of NPK and organic manure maintained sound soil health and gave higher

sustainable crops yields.
(¢) Accordingly,

(i) Government is advocating soil test based balanced use of fertilisers in
conjunction with organic sources of plant nutrients like Farm Yard Manure (FYM),

Compost, bio-fertilizers and green manuring,

(1) National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) 1s being implemented
to promote soil test based balanced and judicious use of fertilizers through setting up/
strengthening of soil testing laboratories, trainings and demonstrations on balanced use

of fertilizers.
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(ii1) In addition, split application and placement of fertilizers, use of slow releasing
N-fertilizers and nitrification inhibitors, growing leguminous crops and use of Resource
Conservation Technologies (RCTs) are advocated by Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR). The ICAR also imparts training, organizes {rontline demonstrations to

educate farmers on these aspects.
Interest free loan to farmers

12206, SHRI RAM NARAIN DUDI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Governmentintendstoprovide interest free loan to farmers particularly
n those States where only “barani” cultivation is done and only one crop 1s grown based

on nature throughout the year; and

(b) whether Government proposes to waive of the loan of farmers of the famine

or drought affected States, if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
MOHANBHAI KALYANIIBHATI KUNDARIYA): (a) No, Sir. However, the Government
1s implementing interest subvention scheme for providing crop loan upto ¥3 lakh at the
rate of 7% per annum which further gets reduced to 4% per annum for such farmers
who repay their loans on time. In order to discourage distress sale of crops by farmers,
the benefit of interest subvention has been made available to small & marginal farmers
having Kisan Credit Card for a further period of upto six months (post harvest) against

negotiable warehouse receipts on the same rate as available to crop loan.

(b) No, Sir. However, in order to provide relief to borrowers in times of natural
calamities, the Reserve Bank of India and National Bank for Agricultural & Rural
Development (INABARD) have issued standing guidelines for relief measures to be
provided by respective lending institutions in areas affected by natural calamities such
as drought, flood etc. The guidelines, inter-alia, include extending fresh loans and

restructuring of existing loans, relaxed security and margin norms ete.
Assistance to FFDAs of Kerala
2207.DR. TN. SEEMA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has received requests from Government of Kerala

to reconsider the decision to restrict Central financial assistance on capital cost for
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