44 Oral Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions

technology is concerned, hon. Chairman, I wish to assure him that we are working in
coordination with the Home Ministry and we have been able to successfully foil many of
their attempts by effective intervention at the right moment and many of the international

servers also have been cooperating with us on that issue.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Sir, we are in the age of WhatsApp, Viber,
Twitter, Instagram and so on. Our beloved leader Rajiv Gandhiji’s telecom revolution
has enabled us to think about this situation and now we are moving towards digital

empowerment of the citizen.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question please.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Yes, Sir. The hon. Minister has rightly
recorded the gaps in enhancing net connectivity. One of them is poor electricity supply. It
is observed throughout the nation. There is a need to install towers to enable connectivity
all across the rural areas. The towers are not having the captive power generation. Are
you envisaging any non-conventional captive power generation at the site of the tower

itself to reduce poor power supply and to enhance net connectivity? Thank you, Sir.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, the hon. Member’s question is quite relevant.
In terms of TRAI recommendations and its findings, till September, 2014, we have had
25.44 crore internet subscribers, though private Internet Service Providers Association
has done a survey and they have assured us that by December, it will be 30 crore. If
penetration of Internet in India has 30 crore subscribers, we will become almost second

to China. That is a very assuring aspect.

As far as installation of power plant by the side of any tower is concerned, that is
physically not possible. The reason is that wherever tower is there, the power has to be
supplied by the State facility. We have alternative mode of battery system or UPS to
back the power supply there. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: I am coming to that. Solar is also there. I have
told them to explore it. The experienced hon. Member will understand that for effective
operation of tower, proper effective energy supply from the State system is a must. That

is also an issue. We are coordinating with the State Governments.
Growth target for agriculture sector

*85. SHRI DARSHAN SINGH YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state :

(a) the total share of agriculture in terms of percentage of GDP in 2013-14;
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(b) the total share of agriculture in employment in 2013-14; and
(c) the growth target fixed for agriculture sector in 2014-15?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to
(c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) As per the estimates released by Central Statistics Office, the total share of the
Agriculture and Allied Sectors (including agriculture, livestock, forestry and fishery
subsectors) in terms of percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 13.9 per cent
during 2013-14, at 2004-05 prices.

(b) As per Population Census, 2011, 54.6 per cent of the total workers are engaged

in agricultural activities.

(c) For the 12th Plan (2012-17), a growth target of 4 per cent has been set for the

agriculture sector.
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SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA: Sir, the hon. Minister has stated that agriculture
constitutes only 13.9 per cent of our GDP. I would like to know from the hon. Minister
if this is a satisfactory figure. Secondly, if this figure is to grow by four per cent, what
is the estimation of the share of agriculture in our GDP in the next ten years or so? In
this case, Sir, if the agricultural production, as a share of the GDP, is so low, what is

the allocation made for irrigation and for R&D?
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SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA: Sir, there is a direct correlation.
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SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA: Sir, agricultural productivity and R&D are linked.
I want to ask that.
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SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA: Sir, how can he say that it is not included in this?
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SHRI PAVAN KUMAR VARMA: Sir, I seek your protection. Part 3 of the question

relates to growth in agriculture. Is the Minister saying that there is no correlation between

growth in agriculture and R&D? He must provide an answer.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. All right.
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SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, the area under cultivated land in our country is declining
year by year and a source says that in the past two years, around one lakh hectares have

been turned into concrete jungle. When India is heading towards rank one in population
in the coming years, the food requirement will be more and when the cultivated land is
declining, there will be an alarming situation that we have to go and stretch our hands for
our food. In this case, what are the steps the Ministry is intending to take to restore the
cultivated land and improve it, and also to encourage the farmers who are in this sector?
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SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, I also have a question.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Next question.



