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Legal protection for elephants reserves

2854.SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT,
FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) whether several eminent environmentalists have expressed concern on the
poaching and accidental deaths of elephants and have sought legal protection for their

reserves and corridors across the country and if so, the details thereof;

(b) the number of elephants killed during the past two years across the country

with reasons therefor; and

(c) to what extent the setting up of elephants reserves and corridors will protect

elephants from killing?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) Yes Sir. Shri Shakti
Prasad Nayak has filed Writ Petition (Civil) No. 107 of 2013 in Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India, seeking issue of directions to the Government for taking appropriate steps to

prevent death of elephants due to train accidents.

(b) Details of elephants mortality due to electrocution, poaching, poisoning and

train accidents during the last two years across the country is as under.

Electrocution Poaching Poisoning Train Accidents Total
2012-13 62 7 6 16 91
2013-14 24 24 2 13 63
TotAL 86 31 8 29 154

(c) Elephant Reserves and Corridors facilitate (i) protection and improvement of
elephant habitats and (ii) facilitate movement of elephants within their range. However,

these do not provide legal protection to elephants.
Recommendations of GEAC relating to field trials 15 GM crops

2855.SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS
AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is fact that Government has over-ruled the recommendations of
Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) and put a halt to the field trials of 15

GM crops including brinjal and rice and if so, the details thereof;
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(b) whether Government is aware that the global seed giant-Monsanto is luring
Parliamentarians to foreign trips as reported in an English daily newspaper on 22 August,
2014; and

(c) if so, the action Government has taken or proposed to take against Monsanto
for taking Parliamentarians to foreign countries on the pretext of study tours and seek

their knowledge of agriculture technology?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) No, Sir. Government
has not over-ruled the recommendations of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee
(GEAC). The GEAC has recently approved twelve GM crops for experimental field
trials for the purpose of generating biosafety data including brinjal and rice subject to
submission of NOC from the concerned State Governments. Currently six confined trials
are going on after getting NOC from the State Governments of Maharashtra, Punjab,
Gujarat and Delhi for three GM Crops namely; cotton, maize and mustard. All field trials
are subjected to stringent norms such as (i) maintaining a crop specific isolation distance
from the periphery of the experimental site; (ii) biological barrier; (iii) submission of a

validated event specific test protocol; and (iv) post -harvest restrictions.

(b) and (c) This Ministry has no information on whether M/s Monsanto is luring

Parliamentarians to foreign countries on the pretext of study tours.
Proposals from States for control of pollution

12856. SHRI VISHAMBHAR PRASAD NISHAD: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of schemes launched in States by Central Government for

elimination and control of pollution;

(b) whether State Governments have forwarded the proposals under such schemes

to Central Government; and

(c) 1if so, the details of scheme under consideration and by when final decision

would be taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) to (c)

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change is implementing a number of

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



