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MESSAGES FROM THE LOK SABHA-Contd.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. RAJEEVE): Okay. Now Message from Lok
Sabha. Secretary General.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2015

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have to report to the House the following
message received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok
Sabha:-

“In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to enclose the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill, 2015, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 3rd
March, 2015.”

Sir, I lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Losses suffered by farmers due to recent rains in
various parts of country - Contd..
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. RAJEEVE): Shri Balwinder Singh Bhunder
wants to go early. He is not well. If the House permits, I will call him before Shri K.C.

Tyagi. Okay, Shri Balwinder Singh Bhunder.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. RAJEEVE): Thank you. Shri D.
Bandyopadhyay.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Thank you, Sir. During our
college days, more than half-a-century ago, we were told that Indian agriculture was
dependent on vagaries of the monsoon. If we take monsoon as rain, then it still depends
on the vagaries of rain. With less than fifty per cent of the arable land still remaining
unirrigated, late monsoon or scanty rainfall creates drought conditions adversely
affecting agriculture. Similarly, heavy rainfall, particularly, if it is untimely, causes
equally adverse effect on agriculture. In the winter, light rainfall is necessary before the
flowering of wheat and also for potatoes. But, if it rains heavily, it becomes a curse.
This shower, which if it had happened a little earlier, would have been highly welcomed
by the farmers, but today it has become a curse for them. We do not have any firm
figures. These are still being estimated. But the guess is that it is going to be severe
unless very strong Sun comes out and does some drying up action. What is tragic is
that we had a good harvest, but that good harvest is getting lost. It is like boat having
reached the shore, sank. Sir, the States affected, as per information in the newspapers,
are northern parts of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi, J&K,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Maharashtra and Gujarat. Special assistance
should be given to all farmers who have lost their crop and it should be taken as a
matter of course in future for all similar activities. The crops affected by the stem
collapse, as per the report, are wheat, mustard, gram, potatoes, mango flowers, early

mango in the northern region, grapes, cashew nut and oranges. Sir, this phenomenon
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reiterates the necessity of universal crop insurance. Without any cumbersome
procedure, those farmers, whose names are in the record of rights, should be given
compensation, and a small insurance fee may be realised from them along with the land

taxes so that no new bureaucracy is created which may create more hindrance than help.

Sir, I would like to conclude by saying that the Government should take
necessary steps for all the affected States and arrange for economic rehabilitation of

those farmers who have lost their crops. Thank you, Sir.
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Now, I will do like this. We started the Short Duration Discussion only after 5.45 p.m.
Even if we sit up to 7.00 p.m., it will be less than 1 1/2 hours. So, another one hour is

needed. So, we will sit up to seven. Then, we will take a view.
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SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY(West Bengal): Only 15 minutes are left.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am only saying, at seven I will take the view of

the House and then we will decide. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Sir, actually what the Agriculture Minister says

here will become national news. ..(Interruptions)...

it AN AT : STFHTIT FEIG, MY 74 A Bl view o AT ... (FET)....

D BT HAAT H 5T A AT WG B HAI H Sd A
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AR, BRI I IR © S 918 T4 91 T 81, THD! 3151 &1 YRI I | ....(FIeH)....
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3} YR A AHAL: AN SNP & ....(FAYH).... THITAY AT H§ 8 8T g (b el SR
TR H qral S TGl 9 g8 8, SUD! A BIP A HAT S BT reply BT A
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Anyway, let us sit up to 7.00 p.m. Then, we will

take a decision. ..(Interruptions)..

sft &R A A TR, HA SIRI 3fTAR H S remaining discussion g, 98 B
3R #AY SN &1 reply EFTII ... (GHT)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, we will sit up to 7.00 p.m. Tomorrow you

have two Bills. You include this and two Bills.
SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: There are three Bills.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We will take up these from 2.00 p.m. onwards.
Next, Mr. K.N. Balagopal.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Okay.
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SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Thank you, Sir. This is a very serious
subject. It is not necessary to speak much also. The entire North India and Karnataka
are affected by the rains. Around 303 lakh hectares of wheat cultivation is there. About
95.7 million was the last year’s total crop. Now, the entire rabi crop is affected. Sir, the

Minister is there. # <% 81§ & 7311 #eIey d9 9§ $® Sd1d 4l < I8 8, fepT 317 373f}
IR ...(caum)...

HaR 3R = wienfiat 550 oft A dav ) ok st fR=d # grerr
2l ...(ae). ..

E TH. grerarer: afery, # 2= # qiord ‘%’ I am trying. ¥¥, Ig climate
change T AT 81 IE issue climate change T B ..(F9YT)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Balagopal, address the Chair.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL.: Sir, this is an issue related to the climate change.
The climate change is a serious issue. It is happening everywhere. Even in Kerala, last
December, there were heavy rains. As per season, our crop is generally not affected. But
this time because of change in the climate, it has been affected. So, we have to look into
the new issue of climate change. The Government has to do something on this issue.
What we have to do immediately is the Government should depute a team to inspect and
investigate the cause. Both the State Government and the Central Government should be
involved in this. Proper compensation should be given. Unfortunately what is happening
in our State of Kerala is, when some heavy floods are there, the Central Government is
deputing some team. But the Central teams come very late. Then, we have drought. But
when the Central team comes, you have floods. So, timely intervention by the Centre is

very necessary.

Sir, we have raised many different issues. We raised the issues facing our sugarcane
farmers. Then, earlier, we had discussed the Meena Kumari Report with the hon. Minister.
We raised fishermen’s issues. The hon. Minister gave a hearing on all these issues. We
have certain issues concerning the rubber sector. Of course, the rubber sector does not
come under the Ministry of Agriculture. But let me say one thing, Sir, that Indian farmers

are losing ¥ 13,000 crores. There also, this Government is not doing anything.

Finally, on the present issue, I suggest that there should be a special initiative taken

to study the climate change aspect thoroughly and, accordingly, some special protection
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must be provided to the agriculture which gets affected due to the climate change.
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, some bilateral is going on. Bilaterals are
going on everywhere. I have been compelled to speak today. I was interested in speaking
tomorrow. But bilaterals are going on like this. It is very difficult. Even the hon. Minister

is having some bilaterals.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What do I do?

SHRI K. N. BALAGOPAL: Others are also having bilaterals. This is not proper,
Sir. So, this is one thing that [ wanted to suggest regarding the climate change. Climate
change is one issue. But not only in this area, but I can give you an example of what
happens in agriculture also. There is a small island in Kerala where, because of climate
change, water has risen by one foot. The entire land is fully submerged into salt water.
Agriculture is not possible. So, when we look into the climate change aspects and the
untimely rains seriously, there should be some separate research and study group and some
kind of a policy should be evolved about the climate change. These natural calamities
will keep on happening again and again. The Central teams should visit immediately
and give compensation on time. That is what I wanted to say regarding these untimely

rains and what I expect from the Central Government. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Balagopal. Now, Dr. Ashok
Ganguly.

DR. ASHOK S. GANGULY (NOMINATED): Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is a national
calamity. It is not only destruction of crops caused by rains in north India, but it is also a
national calamity. It is immediately affecting the farming community and, in the longer
term, it would affect the whole nation. It is not a passing trait. The climate change is upon
us. This is the effect of the climate change. And, the next time we have an uncertain
monsoon, it would have a big impact on inflation and there will be a large number of

farmer suicides.

Hon. Minister, it is not only a damage to the standing crops, but there is also damage
to the FCI godowns, which are in the open, where the crops would have been damaged
and also the crops stored by the farmers in their own farms. So, it is a much bigger
damage than what we are talking about. The nation must know the extent of the damage.
I think you have to prepare the country about what the extent of the damage is. Now,

as everybody has talked about, there is need for providing relief to farmers and farm
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labourers also, because the farm labourers will be out of jobs. May I request, on behalf of
my colleagues in this House, is a response from the Minister on the magnitude of the loss,
what plans he has for providing immediate relief to the farmers and farm labourers, to
make the nation aware that prices, not only of foodgrains but also of vegetables, fruits and
general inflation is likely to go up, and that the overall economic growth might be also
seriously affected. Hon. Minister, I would further request you that let us also prepare for
a possibly uncertain monsoon. Therefore, the food stocks that we have in buffer is going
to be extremely critical, because climate uncertainty, climate change and global warming
have begun its impact on our country. We see it as an immediate impact but the impact is
going to be in the longer term. I must thank the Chairman for giving me this opportunity
because this is a much larger issue than what we are looking at. The nation must know
from the Hon. Minister as to what steps are being taken both in the short term and in the

long term. Thank you very much Chairman.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Now, Shri Anil Desai.

SHRI ANIL DESAI (Maharashtra): Thank you, Sir. Mr. Deputy Chairman Sir, once
again the unseasonal rains in various states of the country have devastated the hopes
of the farmer community. In my state of Maharashtra, untimely rains and hailstorms
have caused a heavy damage to ready-to-harvest crops in several districts like Yevatmal
in Vidarbha, Nasik & Jalgaon in Northern Maharashtra, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg in
Konkan, almost all eight districts of Marathawada, and Satara, Sangli districts in western

Mabharashtra.

Among the Rabi crops that got damaged the most are Wheat, Jowar, Mustard, Gram
and Onion; the fruit crops that bore the brunt are mango and cashew nuts in Konkan and
grapes in northern Maharashtra, oranges in Vidarbha and harvesting of turmeric too has
been badly affected.

A near normal monsoon last year had revived the hopes of a good rabi season and
farmers were almost ready to reap the harvest but unfortunate and untimely showers ruined
their hopes and once again buried them under the piles of heavy loans. This situation
leaves them to look at the Government for immediate help and support; else they are left
with no alternative but to end their lives which is being witnessed for quite some time.

This nature’s fury has made a big dent on the rural economy of our country.
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Though the state government has issued instructions to the district collectors to
conduct the loss assessment programme, the data of losses is yet to be compiled by the State
Government departments, but it is estimated that around 70% of the crops have suffered
extensive damage due to the prevailing weather conditions. At this juncture, the Central
Government should immediately dole out special financial package to the Government of
Maharashtra and other affected States too. Crop insurance policy framework should be
redesigned with widened scope so that it would help the farmers. The Government should
bear the burden of crop insurance premium for, at least, next few years so that famers who

are under the heavy financial crunch get a space to breathe.

Since the last quite few years, it has become a regular feature that unseasonal
rains lash down the States of the country due to climate change and effects of global
warming have become a cause to worry about degradation of environment. Therefore,
the Government should work out a long term strategy to minimize or control the vagaries
of nature by taking effective steps in all directions so that agro economy like India can
overcome the hurdles like unseasonal or untimely rains and farmer community can reap

rich harvest and live a sustainable life. Thank you.

SPECIAL MENTIONS

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the discussion is not concluded. We will
continue it later. I am now taking up the Special Mentions. Shri Bhupender Yadav to lay

it on the Table. He is not here. Shri Vijay Jawaharlal Darda. He is not present.
Shri Anand Bhaskar Rapolu.
Demand for declaring August 7 as National Handloom Weavers’ Day

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): India’s heritage will not
be complete without taking the handlooms, handicrafts and other semi-skilled artisans
into consideration. Swadeshi products, hand-woven khadi and the symbol of Charkha

occupied a grand place in the Freedom Struggle.

On August 7, 1905, in Kolkata, the then Calcutta, at its famous Town Hall, under the

chairmanship of Maharaja Mahinder Chandra Nandy, resolved and observed to wear hand-



