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SPECIAL MENTIONS — Contd.

Demand for taking steps to take action for protection of world heritage sites

and scriptures from destruction by religious extremists

SHRI TARUN VIJAY (Uttarakhand): Sir, IS terrorists have ransacked Mosul
library, burmming over a hundred thousand rare manuscripts spanning centuries of

human leaming,

A Mosul library official believes that as many as 1,12,709 manuscripts and books,
some of which were registered on a UNESCO rarities list, are among those lost.

Similarly, large statues from the UNESCO World Heritage site of Hatra as well
as unique artefacts {rom the archaeological sites of the governorate of Nineveh have

been destroyed in the Mosul Museum.

On the other hand, yet another Hindu temple in the United States was attacked
recently by some anonymous vandal groups. Not even a fortnight has passed since
the previous attack, and now a Sanatan Dharma Temple has been vandalized in the
Washington DC State.

The another incident of the cowardly killing of a free thinker Avijit Roy, a
Bangladesh-born US citizen, and a prominent voice against religious extremism,
occurred along a crowded stretch of sidewalk in Dhaka, as he and his wife, Rafida
Ahmed, were returning from a book fair.

Can India, a victim of religious intolerance and savagery since ages, keep
silence on such incidents? [ demand that External Affairs Ministry take a lead to
organize world opinion and action against such barbaric acts and provide a ring of
protection with other UNESCO members, like a peace keeping force, to protect the
heritage sites and provide support to free thinkers.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Now,
Shrimati Vandana Chavan, not present, Chaudhary Munvvar Saleem.

Demand for taking steps to bring back Tipu Sultan's
ring auctioning from London
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TTransliteration in Urdu Script.
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SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA (Tripura): Sir, I associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay;
the whole House associates with this. Now, Shri Ambeth Rajan; not present.
Shri Bhupender Yadav; not present. Shri Vijay Jawaharlal Darda.

Demand for giving relief package expeditiously to
farmers of Vidarbha and Marathwada

SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA (Maharashtra): Sir, I want to raise an
urgent matter relating to inadequate compensation and reliel package to farmers of
Vidarbha and Marathwada. Nearly 90 lakh farmers in these regions were hit by the
drought which devastated the Kharif crop. The drought caused by a delayed and

inadequate monsoon has deepened the distress for its cultivators. Now the rabi...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): No, you
have to go by the approved text.

SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Yes, Sir. But, at the same time, rabi has
also been damaged because of the untimely rain and crop of crores and crores of
rupees has been damaged. I urge that an immediate compensation should be given

to farmers from State and Central Fund.

This comes after the crops were ruined by hailstorms last year which hit the
cultivators hard. According to the data by the Agriculture Department, the Marathwada
and Vidarbha regions were hit the worst as two-thirds of the State’s 1.37 crore
farmers were affected by the drought. Marathwada and Vidarbha have historically
been the most deprived in the State.

Vidarbha is known for its farm crisis and also reports the highest number of
farmers’ suicides in the country. It has been reported that the crop yield will be less
than 50 per cent of the standard yield in the area. In absolute figures, 23,811 of the
State’s 39,453 villages come in this category. The cotton and soyabean crop in the



