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place or a toilet or anywhere else, these people are not accepted. So, when fellow persons
in our community, for no fault of theirs, are being treated like that, how could it be? But
things are changing now. Only in February, 2015, the first passport has been issued, and
the issuance of voter ID cards has been started. T would like to say so many words which
we do not recognise, like ‘hijras’, ‘*kinnars’ and many other words too, and now we have
all accepted even legally and even those people have accepted this word “transgender’.
So, these transgender people should be given their legitimate night in this country like any
other citizen. That is the only concern we want to express. Sir, in this context, I would
like to mention one example. The Minister also quoted the example of one Lakshmi. She
1s from Mumbai and she 1s the first transgender person to represent the Asia-Pacific at the
United Nations in the year 2008, Her autobiography, ‘Me Hijra, Me Lakshmi’, that is, ‘T
am Hijra, I am Lakshmi’, was released at the just-concluded World Book Fair in Delhi.
Her book has been published in Marathi and now has been translated into English by the
Oxford University Press. So many eminent people are in the transgender community, but
they are denied their rights, they are not being recognised. I think, the Minister has said

that we will coordinate with the other Ministries.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Siva, you can continue your speech next time
when the Private Members’ Bills will be taken up. Now, let us take up further discussion
on the Budget (Railways). Shri Avinash Rai Khanna; not present. Shri Mansukh L.
Mandaviya.
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SHRI S. MUTHUKARUPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am
thankful to my leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, and also to you for giving me the
opportunity to discuss the Union Railway Budget of 2015-16.

As we all know, the Indian Railways is the largest railway network under a single
management in the world and the Railways is the biggest public transport available to the
people of our country. In a way, the Railways holds the country together by linking all the
regions. | wish the Railway Minister would make efforts to strengthen and improve the

Railways in the interest of the nation as a whole.

I would like to support this Bill by giving certain suggestions under the valuable
guidance of my leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma.

The Railway Budget for 2015-16 1s the first full Railway Budget presented by the
new Government at the centre. Iam happy that the Railway Minister has not levied any

increase in the passenger rail fares for this vear. This is a welcome step.
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Sir, passenger safety, the safety of women passengers in particular, cleanliness in
the Railways and environmental sustainability have all been accorded appropriate high

priority by the Railway Minister.

Passenger amenities are also being improved by harnessing information and

communication technology. These are the areas of necessary and welcome emphasis.

The proposal to purchase cheaper traction power by the Railways should not be
at the cost of the health of the State Power Utilities, which are already bearing a heavy
burden of providing an essential service to a big range of consumers. Hence, any step,
n this direction should be taken in consultation with the State Governments and Power

Utilities.

I am happy to note that preparatory work on the Diamond Quadrilateral High Speed
Rail Network has commenced. The routes to Chennai should be given high priority under

this network.

Sir, the Government of Tamil Nadu has certain specific proposals and suggestions
for the Railway Budget which, I am sure, hon. Railway Minister would be able to consider
positively.

Recognizing that world-class infrastructure 1s a prerequsite for rapid growth and
development, my leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, had launched the Tamil Nadu
Vision 2023 aimed at identifying and implementing infrastructure projects in a number
of sectors, including railway, at a total cost of 15 lakh crore. Out of the 217 identified
projects in the Vision Document, ten are crucial railway projects costing T 188,400

approximately.

My leader, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, had specifically mentioned these ten
railway projects in the memorandum presented before hon. Prime Minister of India on
3.6.2014. The names of the projects are: Complete doubling of Chennai to Kanyakumari;
Sriperumbudur to Guindy Freight Line; Chennai to Thoothukudi Freight Corridor;
High Speed Passenger Rail Link to Chennai to Madurai and Madurai to Kanyakumari,
High Speed Passenger Rail Link Madurai to Coimbatore, High Speed Passenger Rail
Link Coimbatore to Chennai, Chennai to Bengaluru High Speed Rail Link; Chennai to
Bengaluru Freight Corridor; Avadi to Guduvanchery Rail Link; and Avadi Tiruvallur to
HEnnore Port Link. Most notably, doubling of Chennai to Kanyakuman broad gauge link
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and Avadi to Guduvanchery and the Avadi Tiruvallur to Ennore Port Link are being taken

up for implementation.

I request hon. Railway Minister to kindly ensure that adequate funds are allocated
tor early completion of these projects. I expect that the Chennai to Bengaluru Freight
Corridor and the Chennai to Bengaluru High Speed Passenger Link would be high
priority projects under the Chennai to Bengaluru Industrial Corridor promoted by the

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion of the Government of India.

The Railway Ministry has requested the States to come forward to partner with the
Indian Railways to form Special Purpose Vehicles for revising funds for the development

of the rail network in the State.

Under hon. Amma’s guidance, the Government of Tamil Nadu 1s a progressive State
and 1s at the forefront of attempting innovative means of raising funds for infrastructure
development. Recently, based on a clearance by Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Development
Board in a meeting chaired by my leader hon. Amma, the development of the Madurai
Thoothukudi Industrial corridor as an integrated project was approved. This corridor
included two sets of projects, industrial node development and trunk infrastructure
projects. Three of the trunk infrastructure projects proposed under the corridor are Railway
Projects — Chennai-Thoothukudi freight corridor, Chennai to Madurai and Kanyakumari
high speed passenger link and Coimbatore to Madurai high speed passenger link. In the
vision of 2023 document, we had already proposed implementing these projects in the
Public Private Partnership Mode through an SPV, that is, Special Purpose Vehicles, of
Indian Railways and the Government of Tamil Nadu. Hence, the Government of Tamil
Nadu would be willing in principle to enter into an MoU to set up an SPV to promote
these three railway projects proposed in the Madurai Thoothukudi Industrial corridor.
In this context, the State Government of Tamil Nadu m promoting railway projects
with Central Government agencies including the Ministry of Railway, I would like to
make the following specific suggestions. Firstly, since the land is typically provided
by the State Government, this should be treated as part of the State Government equity
contribution to the SPV at market value. Secondly, matching equity contributions from
Ministry of Railways could be in cash or in the form of land owned by the Railways or
other Central Government Departments. Thirdly, in the case of equity contributions in
cash, there should be assurances that these contributions by both sides would be made
in the time to ensure that projects do not suffer delays due to lack of adequate funding.
The governance structure should be well balanced, with adequate participation by the



380  The Budget (Railways),  [RAJYA SABHA] 2015-16

[Shri 3. Muthukaruppan]

State Government. My Leader, Hon. Amma presented a memorandum in June 2014, in
which, she had requested the integration of the Chennai Mass Rapid Transit System with
the Chennai Metro Rails. ...(Inferruptions)... Such integration would enable effective
synergy between various modes of public transport i Chennai. Although, there is no
specific announcement on this aspect, I expect that this request would also be speedily
considered. Your predecessors had announced a number of projects in the past few years
in successive Railway Budget. These announcements had raised public expectation
considerably, but the work on these projects has been very slow. Hence, T request the
Hon. Railway Minister to kindly allocate sufficient funds in the Budget to expedite the
completion of these projects. [ wanted to remind the Hon. Railway Minister about our
request which was brought to his kind notice during our previous Budget speech. I would
like to speak for my local area needs of Railways. Tirunelveli be announced as a separate
divisional headquarters in the South and doubling works along Chennai-Kanyakumari
railway line should be speeded up. Shenkottai-Punalur broad gauge conversion work
should get one-time hefty allocation. We earnestly seek speedy implementation of RUB
n Kulavanigarpuram railway gate in Tirunelveli City. There are 22 announced projects
tor Tamil Nadu. Through the Chair, I would request the Hon. Railway Minister to take
up the said announced projects. The names of the projects are: new line from Morappur-
Dharmapuri, 5th and 6th line on Chennai to Villivakkam and new line for Villivakkam
and Katpadi sections, new line from Chidambaram to Attur vie Ariyalur, doubling
from Trivandrum to Kanyakumari, doubling Jolarpettai-Katpadi-Arakkonam, from
Bodimayakanur to Kottayam, doubling from Renigunta to Arakkonam, 3rd and 4th lines
from Attippattu-Gummidipoondi, new line from Jolarpettai to Hosur via Krishnagiri, new
line between Mayiladuthurai-Tirukadaiyur-Tharangambadi-Tirunallar-Karaikal, new line
from Ramanathapuram-Kanvakumari via Thoothukudi-Tiruchendur, new line between
Karaikudi-Thoothukudi vie¢ Ramanathapuram, new hine from Karaikal to Sitkazhi, new
line from Salem (Namakkal)-Karaikal via Perambalur, Ariyalur, doubling from Trugur-
Podanur, doubling from Thiruvananthapuram to Kanyakumari via Nagercoil, new BG line
between Madurai (Bodinayakanur) and Ernakulam (Cochin), new line between Dindigul
to Kumuli via Bodi and Theni, doubling and electrification of Madurai-Kanyakumari
via Tirunelveli including Nagercoil Junction Terminal facilities. New BG line between
Chennai and Sriperumbudur via Saidapet, new line between Thanmjavur and Anyalur and
new line from Madurai to Karaikudi via Melur should be considered. The projects which
have already been announced should be completed as early as possible. For that sufficient

funds should be allocated for the projects in Tamil Nadu.
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One more point | want to make. My hon. colleague, Mr. Rathinavel has already
made a request in the last Railway Budget regarding stoppage of Nellai to Tiruchi Inter-
City Train at Manapparai. The then Railway Minister, Shri Sadananda Gowda had given
an assurance that it would be done. But so far it has not been done. So, please ensure that
the above inter city train stops at Manapparai. Thank you very much. Thank you hon.
Amma.
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AFIRM B T A SRS a1 918Ul ST SFRe aRiT ael, ol Ma P ATGH FHY HR
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HIHAT 3R G 9 ATHT | HBR DY Heb|

AEIe?], a¥ 99! a1 1 7 e 1 21 fawa <% aut 7 3,061 gEeA™ 9el g,
ST 500 RIS BT DT THET gAT 81 97 H 35 Verd o U 8, i1 910X 81 b & a2
14 BN ¥old HINFT TR TS 21 21 25 SFast, 2012 F1 ¥ad 7 Godl gedic H /a9
STRIA B §T Pel AT fb A9 2015 TP WG e BIedl T TS FrRja et qr
FeTs gy Hl g

TEIG, 25 TFER], 2012 P EISPIC 1 ST GIRGA GalT 2Tl 25 SFER, 2015 B
i g1 1Y S| Agi, § My AieaH & i wAT o 9 g S aredn g i an
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T 2, S 3 Q¥ BT €, 3l I uR fher el W gan 2 iR fepe a=n e
a1 ST & 7 raTete @i ¥} 2fery # veay Sy, # A8 ST A gl

IUAVRIE (S1. 5.4, YE¥H AT : Okay thank you. 3MaeT 4iet & g1
ameHT 3R 2

sft sfae FuR f1g : weie, et av24 fiFe Tt 1

HElg, Yaud wiwg] ol uw 9gd do! e 99 9 Rerr g1 8, 91 96! ddhs
Al & 1 a2l fre €, 9 @ afsr & e €1 9 vogd wriwrs st g aive & @l
S 2, T forgard €, ¥ wa 9 Rt srerd 2, S99 916 Wi s fowe owd a2t gar
Bl ¥ wrog #A o), gufery w7 ergRe © b ey witafewa wfad €, g9 w90g &
fFramft ) 2 ofiv gar were e & wiwe ) €, yaqd Wil @1 o &1 afes fewe
S 2, PH-J-PH 901 Hhd fede sifory oi <11 gfeen faféw wiwel &1 mifeemie &
Rorder avm @t 2 [ 3 grow J ellom @xd &, sawr RoderT giar & ek 9of &
P T HIS1 STep TS TR 37 S 8, Sip ST e I Yqd a1 1 A gfeer
dYaml Hglgy, § ue yayd wraet @) disr 9ar wer gl L (@agm)... § ered) ave 9
ST E|

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Kindly

conclude.

sft sfae AR Rig : weTe, 7 TSR @1 X8 ardT g ofR A 8 1 ToiigR
Wl Y1 w2l b Wy #2397 U8l b Wb bl g 1 gHa giwn o fbh |98 g g, J1
SR &1 5 o a1 Sg A2 Sfl, T9 2109 2R = ¢, ToigR a5 R fore 2|
oAl 3ig i | rsllyR @l agd a1 yfAw1 ¥E) 2, dibd Qb & qmdi § arsiiyx
il dio 21 sa 9welle oxd €, sHRn gy gl wew, Al ofl, 2my arsliyR @l e
EEEN

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Thank

you. Please conclude.

sft siefame uR Rig : 9w, orfl 9gd I €1 B9 11 e el €, I97a! e
wfla gl

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN) : There are
two other Members who have to speak. Kindly conclude. You have covered all the
points. Kindly conclude.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): No, no;

you complete it. Otherwise, [ will have to call the next speaker.

oft sfare uR fE « rofiyz d aifdr fie @i agd ored) 81 rsilyz da drga
et &, afts Yo T2 21wl o, A=7 s anwe © O qawe) e e o
ASqR # Sexd faam oyl avell yawte, i gt 9 dwes g gy a9l o 2,
I YR 3 et a@ faen syl e feR-aroRt TRT vor &1 9gr Y oiigE-
aferam a@ frar sl fEERRT ve aRToRN ¥ et ot 8, o fawar aed

SR 3 fewett o= ol

TG, H A9 AR o A6 @1 areaer Wl e ¥ aGThdiRe B 6 uE
Iga TS| Fa=IT 81 07 11 1 984 a1 e ©l T8 ) agd ¥ [enefi ues & fow oI 2
TGS A U1 9 A8 | (T T o aed| 8l

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please

conclude.

oft sRfavg R fg - #= <7, e <1 o ot et <1 2, afe wRy e © T
TS & gl b 3MR YU I Ay b ol HWiE H U 9 B, ATT THBT BT 98T B
Hdle # g1 aR & 4, dl agd 991 pur sl

Helga, Sfra Yo A, it #Re ¥ el era emsifaeT B wfafe e €, e
I8 ST O 1 1 ETI G Tb FT DI I HA? ARG, A BIC-BIC B 2l A
A B S, 1 314 Sidl o 19 dgd dibli g7l srel dab A8 sai] 2 b 59 we
a1 faegcleneur feherm St gt 81 2rch: facia &) 2nmazaddr & 21

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please

conclude.

oft sfarg AR f1E : o awile 2 b w2 ofl gar) wamn @) g ¥ el g
IR o fof 31 <1 1197 1 €, B9 g1 9= € o < 9 wRar 3 =t 41 € aik
WRHR H 751g Hi 2, Al ToiigR & forg w20 <fY, oy oS+ 31} SRS 7 1T B o,
TSGR 3 oot T iR fed! A MoiyR 9 T8 o7 1S <3 3R 89 <11 11 Tl &,
T A1 1 4T 3T T T <)

SUAATEET TR, MU 731 S91 TSyl [l U¥ aief @1 wipr &=, # amge
TS 1 ERTs I I e DR GU TG 1T T PRl 5| 1 o=, ST =g |
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SHRI S. THANGAVELU (Tamil Nadu): Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am very
thankful to you for giving me this opportunity to take part in the discussion on the Railway
Budget 2015-16.

Sir, 1 express my gratitude, to my party leader Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi
tor allowing me to express the views of my party, DMK, on the Railway Budget for
2015-16.

Before going into the details of Railway Budget, [ wish to bring to the knowledge of
all hon. Members regarding our beloved leader Dr. Kalaignar’s statement on the Railway
Budget. He said that this 1s the Railway Budget in which no announcements regarding
new trains and new routes were made. This is not only for the State to which I belong,

but for the entire country.

Sir, next, I come to allocation of funds to the existing projects, particularly in Tamil
Nadu.

At the outset, I extend my heartfelt gratitude for allocation of ¥ 7.5 crores for
construction of Road-Over-Bridge at Kolathur Railway crossing pursuant to a demand
made by our party Treasurer and Kolathur Constituency ML A, Shri M.K. Stalin. This 1s
a long-pending demand of the people of Kolathur.

Sir, after much persuasion and demands, finally, the Government has allocated
T 85.69 crores for Punalur-Sengottal gauge conversion. [ extend my heartfelt thanks to hon.
Railway Minister personally and also on behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu, particularly
from Tirunelveli district. If arrangement for smooth flow of funds is arranged, this 49
kms stretch will be completed in two years. This will connect Tamil Nadu and Kerala. It
will also enhance port connectivity between Tuticorin and Cochin. T also raised this in my

maiden speech and also through Special mention in this august House.

Sir, another project in Tamil Nadu which needs your immediate attention is Madurai-
Bodi gauge conversion. This project was announced many vears back. Since 2010, train
services were stopped. The total cost of the project is T 246 crores. But, only ¥ 13.86
crores was spent till March, 2014, In this Budget there is no much allocation. Only ¥ 10
lakhs has been allocated. With this meager allocation what work can be undertaken only

the Railway Minister can tell us.

Regarding aproject ofrailway line between Madurai and Tuticorin (via Aruppukottai)
only ¥ 1 crore has been allotted. Sir, I request the hon. Minister to allocate more funds

to these two projects.
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Regarding doubling of line and electrification, the entire stretch between Chennai
and Kanyakumari is to be given more importance. Still, there are some important stretches
tor which allocation of more funds are required. In para 55 of your Speech, you have
stated that a length of 6,608 route kms has been sanction in 2015-16 for electrification. [

urge the hon. Minister to give top priority to Chennai-Kanyakumari electrification.

Sir, ime and again demands are being made to create a new railway division in
Tamil Nadu with Tirunelveli as its headquarters. I request the hon. Minister to announce
new railway division at Tirunelveli. In this regard, I also made a Special Mention in this

august House. T urge the hon. Minister to consider this proposal.

In the course of your Budget Speech, you have stated that the Government will

mnerease:
(ii1) daily passenger carrying capacity from 21 million to 30 million;
(iv) track length by 20 per cent from 1,14,000 kms to 1,38,000 kms.

You have further stated that the Government will grow its annual freight carrying
capacity from 1 billion tonnes to 1.5 billion tonnes. You have also proposed to build
new toilets and fit bio-toilets in trains. Sir, onboard house-keeping is also a matter which
needs your kind attention. You have assured that you will look into it to make it more

effective.

Sir, in defence travel system that has been developed for elimination of warrants to
make travel easier for military personnel is really an honour to our brave soldiers. Your

proposal to extend this facility to 2,000 locations will really help the soldiers.

My party, the DMK, welcomes these proposals. T would like to make a request to
the Minister. You have proposed a hike in freight rates for various commodities. [t 1s very
unfortunate that there is a 10 per cent increase in freight charges for grains and pulses.
This will very adversely affect the common man. Not only this; for LPG and kerosene
also, you have increased the freight charges by 0.8 per cent. Sir, kindly have a rethink
over this. If this is allowed, then the common man will suffer. Our leader, Dr. Kalaignar,

also has highlighted this issue.

I wish to make one important request. Between Trichy to Thirunelveli, a daily

Inter-city Express 1s runming. Its number 1s 22627. There are repeated demands to stop at
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Manaparai for this train. My esteemed colleague, hon. Shn Tiruchi Siva, also has made
a Special Mention in this regard. The Minister also has made an assurance in this august

House. I request for a stoppage in both ways in Manaparai station.

Between Delhi and Tamil Nadu, there are two trains. There 1s Sampark Kranti
HExpress between Nizamuddin to Madurai, which 1s biweekly. There is Tirukkural Express
between Nizamuddin and Kanyakumari via Tirunelveli. We request the Minister to make

it daily.

Sir, lastly, please provide a separate reservation counter at Sankarankovil at
Madurai Division in Tamil Nadu. I hope, the above suggestions and requests would be
considered. Except the hike in freight charges, we welcome the proposals made in the
Rail Budget. Thank you.

SHRI PANKAT BORA (Assam): Sir, thank you for allowing me to speak on the
Railway Budget. First of all, actually, while standing up to speak on the Budget, 1 am
wondering what to speak because there i1s nothing in this Budget. It is totally
directionless. I am sorry to say this f& Y Sl = ¥l guie 911017 1 am not proficient in
MHindi. T will try to speak a few words in Hindi also. S8 $HI1 qoIC IR, T U TE]

21 We don’t know. In 29 years, for the first time, there is not even a single new train

announced. We are clamouring for new trains and everything, but, still, nothing has
been announced. Now, the only thing they are claiming 1s that the passenger fares have
not been increased. But, Sir, only eight months back you have increased the passenger
tares by about 14 per cent, if I am not mistaken, by Sadananda Gowdaji. This time, you
have increased the freight of coal, steel, iron, pulses, grains, ete. It will put an inflation
pressure. From 3 to 10 per cent the freight has been increased. May I ask the Railway
Minister, through you, Sir, when you have not increased the fare but when the
international oil prices have gone down by 20 per cent, and you are going to save about
12 to 15 thousand crore of rupees, why vou can’t reduce the fare to some extent? Now,
they are talking about a new set of speedy traing and safety, etc., speedy trains of the
speed of 200 km per hour. But where 1s the infrastructure, where 1s the technology?
We are vet to see that technology. But, ves, the speed we have seen. The hon. Railway
Minister spoke on the Railway Budget; 8,926 words in 67 minutes, in a superfast speed.
I repeat, Sir, 8,926 words in 67 minutes. Some newspapers teported that the hon.
Minister’s family could not cope with this — they came to Parliament to hear the hon.
Minister speaking — because he was speaking in a superfast speed. But we do not
want superfast speed in speeches. We want superfast speed in action and a new set of

mnovative ideas. Hven the retired railway personnels are commenting on the budget.



388 The Budget (Railways),  [RAJYA SABHA] 2015-16

[Shri Pankaj Bora]
S=r fet 7 gran, dfe g1 2= St & 721 arcll 21 S==F q1a, Toie WA €1 aree

I ®, wifthT Tdi¥ GG © This is the comment of one of the retired Chief

Engineers, of one of the Railways. I do not know why nothing has been announced.
Only in the last year’s Budget, 2014 so many things have been announced. That has
found no place anywhere in this Budget. Many new trains have been announced and
many new lines have been put in. [ am not even talking about doubling or tripling of

the lines.

[ will now come to my State. We are shouting from the rooftops right from the
beginning. [ will not take much time of the House. Many of the speakers have talked

about various points and others will also speak on that. But only that I have seen 1s that
it is a directionless Budget, having no direction. 3IH ANTGIH Y HrTei g, R e 2,
IR RIET AR o T2l 2

Coming to the North-East, for North-East, many promises have been made in 2014
Budget. But, now we have not found even a single promise being fructified and there is no
mention about it. Sir, India’s North-East, comprising eight States, is strategically a very,
very important area. It is surrounded by foreign countries on all sides. Ninety six per
cent of the border 1s surrounded by foreign countries. Some of which are hostile towards
us. Only four per cent of our territory, the boundary, 1s connected with the Mother land,
Mother India through the Siliguri belt, which 1s a 65 kilometre belt. Sir, through you, 1
would like to ask the hon. Railway Minister: Don’t you agree that connectivity 1s very,
very important, specially rail connectivity in this region for strategic reason, for economic
reason, since you are saying, ‘Look Hast, Do East” and everything? But, Sir, there is no
mention about that and there is nothing whatsoever regarding this project. I am asking
tor a little more time. There was a mention about special fund being announced by Ms.
Mamata Banerjee in her Budget. Where is that special fund for North-East? Eleven
railway projects in the North-East were declared as national projects. But there is no
mention about that. What is the fate of these projects? The Railway Minister that time
also announced a number of new trains connecting North-East. But some of these trains,
like the Kamakhya-Bengaluru Express has been a premier train, which has been renamed
and relabelled. The train already exists, but it 1s relabelled. We want that there should be
more trains to the South, North, western side so that our people can go there for medical

purposes, for the purpose of studies and for work.

Sir, we need some suburban services. It is because communication and connectivity
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1s very poor, so we need suburban services. Sir, the main problem in Assam and the
North-East is not a single track is double track. For hardly a few kilometres they started
it, but the main thing is needed from New Bongaigaon to Guwahati vie Rangiya. It is
needed for strategic purposes because it is a cantonment area and it is used for going to
Arunachal and other places. Through this route, the Rajdhani Express also travels. This
is over-saturated. So, there should be a double line from New Bongaigaon to Agthuri via
Rangiya. It was sanctioned in 2013-14 Budget by the then Railway Minister, Shri PK.
Bansal. But till date nothing has been done on this line. Sir, the hon. Railway Minister
is sitting here. In August, 2014, the hon. Minister said that there is no allocation in the
Budget or it has not been decided by the Economic Sub-Committee or something like
that. So, this has not been decided. Now, I request you once again, not only request you
but also urge upon you, on behalf of the people of North-East, please go for this double
line. Not only through this but also via Goalpara; from New Bongaigaon via Goalpara to
Guwahati also, we need a double track. This is not only for us but also for you; it is for the
country as a whole. Remember 1962, when the Chinese came here. What had happened
to this country? Please remember all these things. I remember it because I was a school

child at that point of time.

Sir, now, I am coming to the Saraighat Bridge in Guwahati. It is the only bridge
which was built 50 years ago, after the Chinese War. Till date, not a single inch of Railway
track has been added to this bridge. Now, we want that there should be a second railway

overbridge on Saraighat so that the people can move freely and transparently.

Now, coming back to some projects like locomotive engine project, coach factory,

nothing has been done. It was proposed long time ago, but nothing has been done.

As far as the Rail Neer project is concerned, some of the States have more than one
Rail Neer project for drinking water. We don’thave a single one. There should be one Rail

Neer project in Guwahati.

Sir, railway overbridge is long overdue and under bridge is long overdue, so it
should be done.

Sir, without taking much time, lastly, I would like to come to the issue of
unemployment. What is the unemployment situation in the North-East? Recently,
candidates were called for an examination for fourth grade posts in the Railway Protection
Force and the Railway Protection Special Force like gardeners, water carriers, peons,

constables, etc. Sir, 20,000 applicants from the North-East applied for 659 posts. A
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6.00 p.nM.

miniscule of them were called, and others were called from the nearby States because the
Northeastern Frontier Railway encompasses a part of West Bengal and a part of Bihar.
I am not envying. Their boys and girls also should get the jobs. But, what about us, Sir?
We are eight States. Please look at us. What is happening there? I am not begging; I
am demanding; this is our genuine demand. The people of Assam demand, the people
of North-East demand for the sake of country’s integrity, for the country’s safety and
security, and for the security of us. What do we want? We want that the Northeast Frontier
Railway should not be labeled once again as Northeast Forgotten Railway. 1t should be
taken into account that it exists in that part of the country with a glorious past. We want
that it should be declared as a dedicated zone with the area covering only the States of
North-East so that it can serve the purpose properly. Thank you very much, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): If the
House agrees, we can hear five more hon. Members. It will go up to 6.45 or 7 o clock.

-..(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY (West Bengal): Monday is also for discussion
on Railways. I think it is better to close it at 6.30 p.m.

sft 7@ e, "isfa : wEey, g9 7 99 99 gl o e vedager]
PRI TGS 7 Tol T TAT|

SHRI BHUPINDER SINGH (Odisha): Those who are sitting here, are waiting for
their turn because they will not get time on Monday. ... (Tnterruptions)... Let all those four
or five hon. Members who are waiting to speak be allowed to speak today. It can go up to

6.30pm. or 6.35 p.m. or 6.40 p.m. or we can continue beyond that.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANANATCHIAPPAN): Next is Mr.
Mohd. Ali Khan. Mr. Khan, would you like to allow Shrimati Naznin Faruque to speak?

You can speak afterwards.
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for example the ralway line from Bodhan to Bidar is pending since matry years. The
raflwray line from 3 ecutwhrabad to Zaheerabad survey bas been completed bt not irtiated
sofar

wif, it 15 pan to mform that this wear also there 1= no financial sancton and
corsideration for the abowe lines.
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“Satellite Railway Terminals’ may be established in Moula Ali and Nagulapally in
Telangana.

I request the Government to clear the proposals of high-speed rail routes to run trains
with enhanced speed of 160-200 kmph (from 80-90 kmph) in two sectors - Hyvderabad-
Chennai and Secunderabad-Nagpur.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Telangana has already raised the issues
pending at the Centre but so far no action was taken despite the formation of Telangana

State.

There is need to set up of a Railway Coach Factory and a Wagon Factory at Kazipet
beside the creation of a new Railway division at Kazipet. Pending new railway lines to

be completed are -
1. Peddapally- Karimangar- Jagityal-Nizamagbad
2. Manoharabad-Kottaplly
3. Akkanapet Medak
4. Bhadrachalam road - Sattupally
5. Manchiryala - Peddamapet
6. Kazipet - Vijayawada
7. Raghavpuram - Mandamarri
8. Manuguru - Ramagundam
9. Nalgonda - Macherla

10, Jadcherla - Nandyal

They are pending in survey stage. Sir, there 1s a need to improve rail transport and
to extend MMTS services up to Toopran, from Falaknuma to Shamshabad in MMTS
phase-I1.

Sir, 1 feel paned to say that the Railways has made a meagre allocation of
T 141 crore for the Peddapalli-Karimnagar-Nizamabad project, ¥ 20 crores for the
Manoharabad-Kothapalli line, ¥ 27.44 crore for the new Secunderabad-Mahbubnagar
double-lining project and ¥ 46 crore for the Kazipet-Ballarsha triple-lining project which

were quite less.
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new measures need to be initiated by the Railway Ministry. In view of the increasing
population of Hyderabad and Secunderabad, the Moulali and Nagulapally Railway
Stations need to be upgraded and developed into full-fledged terminal stations in order to
ease the pressure on Secunderabad Railway station. The Railway Minister has given a
sizeable proportion of funds to long-pending projects in both the new States of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh. The South Central Railway got an allocation of ¥ 2,768 crores for
infrastructure development in the Budget for 2015-16, which is ¥ 500 crore more than the

previous year.

Among passenger amenities, five new works have been sanctioned at the cost of

T 29 crore to the South Central Railway Zone.
R, H 2ryeh dayd & [ Rex |igd 2R aar § qeiiey e fb,

Y UNTE P55 g (GWISY R TP Wy Wy SW PR

many of the projects announced in the Railway Budget last year by the Railway Minister
for both the States are yet take off and some of the new trains announced last year are yet
to be flagged off. So far, there is no development on the proposed high-speed rail routes
and they continue to remain on the paper. Due to lack of funds, some of the 30 projects
running in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, at an estimated cost of ¥ 20,680 crore, are
going at a slow pace. Though the Railways 1s seeking coordination with the officials of
the newly created States to consider their requirements so as to give necessary economic

boost, the funds are not getting released.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Thank

you. Now, Shrimati Naznin Faruque.

SHRIMATI NAZNIN FARUQUE (Assam): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, [ thank you
very much for giving me this opportunity to speak in this august House -- though in the

last but not the least -- on the recent Railway Budget presented by hon. Railway Minister,
Shri Suresh Prabhu.
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Sir, 1 congratulate the hon. Minister for presenting his maiden Railway Budget.
The Minister has tried hard to make the Budget seem extraordinary by making a lot of
promises but without any concrete action plan, time-bound priorities or targets, the Rail
Budget missed an ideal opportunity to lay out the agenda for the future in a concrete
manner. Instead it is a statement of lofty intent. The Government has failed to fulfill its
promises made in the last Budget. After a period of nine months, still the much-hyped
bullet train is under study. Does the Government want to fulfil these promises in the next

term ? If that 1s so, then the Delhi elections have made them to think for the next term.

The Government has already increased huge rail fares last year and promised to
provide better facilities but instead, the Government has failed in all capacities. The Centre
had earlier promised that any decrease in diesel prices would get reflected in the rail fares
with corresponding decrease. But, this was not done, although diesel prices were reduced
several times. With the decrease in diesel prices six-seven times in the last one year, the
tares should have been decreased too. But instead of doing that, they are trying to take
credit for not hiking the rail fare. The Government is talking about high speed trains but
current trains like Rajdhani Express and Shatabdi Express hardly complete their journey
on time. During winters, the condition of rail journey is horrified with several trains run
late and even forcing them to cancel the journey. Without improving the present system,
is it justified to fool people with more promises? The safety of high speed trains will be
at huge risk. The blatant example is of Delhi-Dibrugarh Rajdhani Express which derailed
last year near Chhapra District in Bihar. The causes of the accident are still unknown.

The Budget announced more than ¥ 96,000 crores of investment on 77 projects.
These include 9,400 kilometres of new railway lines along with their electrification. This
1s the most ambitious target without clearing up the backlog of more than 360 projects
that have been stuck due to dearth of finances for several years. The Finance Ministry will
provide ¥ 40,000 crores to the Railways by way of gross budgetary support, which also
includes ¥ 7,000 crores earmarked for the freight corridor project and projects of national
importance. But, what about the rest of funds? Where will thev come from? Ground

realities need to be taken into account.

No new project for the State has been announced in the Budget, which has opened
the scope of FDI in the Railway projects, which will ultimately go against the interest of
the biggest public sector entity.

The North-East comprises the contiguous Seven Sister States of Arunachal Pradesh,
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Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Tripura plus the Himalayan State
of Sikkim. It has the tremendous scope of tourism. The Railway Minister has not proposed
anything which can be considered as beneficial for the tourism sector. When the Prime
Minister, Mr. Modi, came for election campaigning, he promised lots of good things for
the North-East, but nothing in reality has happened, especially in the Railway Budget.
The hon. Prime Minister promised to develop the tourism sector in the North-East, but it

appears that only blatant promises were made to the people.

The freight hike will result in increase of prices of all essential commodities and
also increase the miseries of the ordinary passengers by not introducing new trains despite
the huge passenger pressure on existing trains. The Railway Budget, 2015-16 is high on
hyperbole and low on content and will not bring the promised good days for the poor. In

sum, this Railway Budget is not going to result in * Acchhe Din’ for the poor.

Everybody has spoken about the Railway Budget, but 1 think that this Railway
Budget has given nothing to the North-HEast people. 1 request the Railway Minister to
make two trains, Kaliabor Express and Silghat Express, in my district, Nagaon, air-
conditioned. Can you imagine that till today there is not a single air conditioned train
from my district to other parts of the country? The Prime Minister has given lots of hopes
for the North-East but we are not sure whether he really thinks for the North-East. So, [
do not want to speak much more about Railway Budget. Ithas already been spoken by the
Members of different parties. So, it is my last request to the Minister that a lot of people
from North East go to Mumbai for treatment. There is only one train from Guwahati.
My request is that one air-conditioned train, from Guwahati to Mumbai, should be given
to the people, who go for treatment there. As you all know and the whole world knows
about the Kaziranga National Park, where one horn thinos are there. The tourists and the
foreigners are very much in trouble because they have to come all the way to Guwahati
by flight and then they again go to Kaziranga. So, it 1s like a surtax for them. Therefore,
I request the hon. Railway Minister that there should be one direct train from Bongaigaon
to Nagaon. Nagaon is the nearest. [t has only two hours drive to Kaziranga. So, [ request
that there should be a special air-conditioned train from new Bongaigaon to Nagaon so
that tourists from all over the world and India can go there. It will be a very good present
for the people of Assam. Thank you, very much. I do not want to take much time. Once
again, I thank the Minister that he will, at least, think for the people of North East and I
thank vou, Sir.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Thank
you very much. Now, the discussion on the Budget (Railways) 2015-16 will continue on
Monday, the 16th March, 2015.

Now, I will take up the admitted Special Mentions for today. Shri Ambeth Rajan.

SPECIAL MENTIONS

Need to revoke the O.M. of 22.07.1997 modifyving the regulations of CSS,
Limited Departmental Exams, affecting SC/ST employees

SHRI AMBETH RAJAN (Uttar Pradesh): Hon’ble Vice-Chairman, Sir, I wish
to highlight the gross injustice being done to SC/ST employees belonging to Central
Secretariat Service. Since 1970, the personnel belonging to Central Secretaniat Service
(CS8) were given relaxation in standards under regulation 7(3) of the Central Secretariat
Service Section Officers’ Grade/Stenographers” Grade ‘B’ (Limited Departmental
Competitive Examination) Regulations, 1964. An amendment to this was made effective
from 22.07.1997. It is pertinent to mention here that Government took this decision on

the basis of the order passed by the Apex Court.

The same Apex Court in Rohtas Bhankar Case, challenging the Central Government’s
amendment in the said Regulations 1964, observed that the judgment passed in S. Vinod
Kumar case is incuriam, i.e., through lack of care. In its order dated 15.07.2014, passed
after 17 years of legal battle, it also held the amendment made in the Regulation as illegal
and directed the DoPT to modify the results in the Section Officers/Stenographers (Grade
B/Grade 1) Limited Departmental Competitive Examination, 1996.

Already, seven months have elapsed and DoPT has not taken any concrete steps in
this regard. The relaxation upheld in the judgment will benefit all the SC/ST employees

1n India belonging to this service.

I urge the Government to take up immediate action to implement the Apex Court’s
decision passed in Rohtas Bhankar Vs. Union of India & Another and immediately revoke
the DoPT’s O.M. dated 22.07.1997. Thank vou, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Thank
you. Shri Baishnab Parida, not present. Shri K.R. Arjunan.



