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The Budget (Railways), 2015-16,
The Appropriation (Railways) Vote on Account Bill, 2015 and
The Appropriation (Railways) Bill, 2015

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the Appropriation Bills to be moved.
Shri Suresh Prabhu to move the Appropriation (Railways) Vote on Account Bill,
2015 and the Appropriation (Railways) Bill, 2015.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU) Sir, I move:

That the Bill to provide for the withdrawal of certain sums from and out of
the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of a part of the financial vear
2015-16, for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into

consideration.
Sir, T also move:

That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain further sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2014-15, for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha,

be taken into consideration.
The questions were proposed.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, all these are taken together We can discuss
both the Bills along with the Railway Budget. Now next speaker is Avinash Rai
Khanna. Now, ...(Inferruptions)..

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL (Maharashtra): Sir, all parties have spoken. T have nothing
agamnst Mr. Khanna speaking. But all political parties ...(Interruptions)... By rotation,

we should get chance.
sft srfamTer Y™ @@= (TomE): oMy FifeTy, Hig T Tl
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you want to speak today?
SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: I appreciate. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Derek O' Brien also wanted to speak today.
...(Interruptions)... He is not there. .. .(Interruptions)... Shri Praful Pael, I know you

wanted this. . .(Interruptions)... This is how you manage.

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: No, no, Sir. There was no confusion, Sir. I was not
here on Friday in the evening. Therefore, 1 requested that I would be speaking
today. 1 was given to understand that all political parties have spoken. So, there 1s

nothing to manage, Sir
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right; I agree. .. .(Interruptions).. | agree with
you. But one pont I have to make clear that every party should adhere to the time
because then we will not be able to finish it today. ...(Interrupfions)... Your time is

fourteen minutes.

SHRI PRATFUL PATEL : I will take less than the time allotted to us.

...(Interruptions)... In consideration of you giving me a chance, T will speak less.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I am here to speak on the Railway Budget and, first
and foremost, T would like to compliment my dear friend, Suresh Prabhu, who 1 feel
is an outstanding parliamentarian and Minister who has a no-nonsense approach, who
has, T am sure, in his earlier role as the Power Minister of our country contributed
immensely for bringing discipline and a forward-thinking then, and 1 am sure, the
same kind of thought process will be visible in this role of his. I must also say that
I have been in Parhiament for 24 years, I have not seen a single Railway Budget
which has withstood the pressure of populism and has, in fact, focussed on bringing
railways back to financial health and also to bring it back into a situation where it
truly contributes as its primary role of being the engine of growth for the nation.
Sir, I would like to say that many comprehensive things are required especially
bringing back the fiscal health of the railways. There is a situation which 1s very
alarming. We have, on one hand, a situation where unless and until, there is fiscal
prudence, probably, the railways do not have money to pay even the salaries on
time. If T am correct, T am sure the Railway Minister will acknowledge this when
he replies. For a large entity as big as railways, we have probably, if you see the
railways' size and the scale and the number of people which the railways employ, I
think, it is truly a situation where we cannot comprehend the fact that railways today
is in such a financial distraught and we need to solve the problem as immediately
as possible. There are many contributory factors for this kind of a decline. For
many years, I think our investment in railways, while it has come, it has come in
scattered bits and pieces and I would say rather than a comprehensive approach, we
fritter away our scarce resources. For example, we have railway lines which we are
laying all across the length and breadth of the country. I am sure every Member of
Parliament or every area of this country, irrespective of the Member of Parhiament,
1s crying for connectivity and railway services in their own areas. And, over the
years, we have seen successive announcements for creation of new railway lines.
I can give you cne example, you can say, of the lines which have been agreed to
be converted from narrow gauge to broad gauge or from single line to double line
conversion. Such kinds of projects have been going on for years and years, let alone

the completion of the new projects that have been announced. In Maharashtra, 1
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can give you an example, which, I am sure, Mr. Suresh Prabhu must be knowing,
1s Nagpur-Yavatmal-Nanded. The money, which we have been providing for these
kinds of lines, I would not say is ill-spent, has not been spent well. If a project is
going to matenalize after 25-30 years, it 1s of no use and instead of providing little,
little money, it would be better to use that money in a way to complete a project
which can be finished with a little bit of additional funds. As a result, what has
happened 1s, a lot of, T would say, dead investments have taken place, which, in a
way, is affecting the financial health of the Railwavs. At so many places, we have
announced new lines; surveys have been announced, people are sitting in expectation.
Suddenly, one fine day, whoever comes from that area, represents in Parliament and
is able to carry his voice with the concerned authorities and is able to get a little
bit more money for that line. The consequence is that people are living in hope,
but the money of the Railways, instead of being converted into productive assets, is
being parked in a place where the productivity will for ever be in limbo. I get an
impression {rom the Raillway Mimister's Budget Speech that he is trying to rectify the
things. He is trying to first get hold of the low-hanging fruit and is tryving to see
what are the lines which can be completed and which will then contribute not only
to connectivity for faster movement of goods and services, but also will improve the

financial health of the Railways. I think, this is a notable and a good step.

[ can also tell yvou of so many other instances. When we talk of the power
sector or some other related sectors, like, steel and cement, which are dependent
on coal as their primary source of fuel, the production of the Coal India, if vou
really see, 1s pretty decent. But the problem is of evacuating the coal. The problem
of evacuating the coal is the absence of either the last-mile-connectivity between
the mine and the raillway network or the under-capacity of the raillway network
in those areas where evacuation is a must. I think, these are certain areas that
comprehensively need to be adjusted. T remember, when we were in Government,
once there was a discussion on the evacuation of coal. And, we realized that a
maximum of 2,000 kilometres of new railway lines in and around Eastern India,
or, wherever the coalfields are more concentrated in the Central India, needed to
be laid and if they were connected to the main network of the Railways, I think,
that would comprehensively change the way the power production in this country
would be. That is why, 1 think, the Railways are very important. And, my advice
to the Railway Minister would be that he should take care of these kinds of issues,
especially the last-mile-connectivity in the evacuation of coal. We must, all across
the country, really strengthen four or five trunk corridors — I am sure, 1 don't have

to elaborate those corridors, everybody is aware of which are those main trunk



Gavernment [16 March, 2015] Bills 355

corridors, the Railway Minister is even more aware — where there is a very high
density of volume and traffic. We have two lines. To lay a third line, in those limited
corridors, I think, should be the priority of the Government. It is not just about
passenger trains. Of course, the passenger trains are a must and they should be given
the highest priority in terms of having faster trains, reaching from one to another.
But, T think, a lot of our raw materials -- whether it is foodgrain or whether it is
coal or whether it 1s steel or whether it 1s cement or whether it is any other such
commodity item — need to be transported efficiently by the Railways. I think the
concept of having dedicated freight corridors is already on the anvil. I don't think
this, what we are talking of something today, 1s some novel 1dea. It has been in
the works. It is being discussed for many, many years. But the net result is yet
to happen. We are not yet seeing any concrete movement in that direction. I am
sure the Railway Minister has looked into these issues and would be giving it the
maximum attention. As I said, Sir, instead of scattering and frittering our scarce
sources all across the country in 20 or 50 projects, 1 think if three or four projects
of national importance are taken up as a priority, that will, truly, change the way
the railway network functions, both in terms of the country's requirements and even
for passengers. If you have a dedicated freight corridor, it opens up that much of
space on that railway line for passengers’ movement. Sir, we are talking of faster
trains and more efficient trains. I think that reality can happen only when vou free
those railway networks from freight movement, especially on the high-density lines.
I think this 1s something which needs to be done. I have spoken to the Railway
Minister at the personal level and he, 1 am sure, acknowledges it that we have
not really encouraged the concept of multi-model connectivity. I will give you a very
simple example, for everybody to understand. Say, you land at Delhi Airport. When
the new Terminal III was being made, I did make a conscious effort; I am sorry
we did not get through I was probably isolated in my approach. But the thing is
what we were planming or what should be done. What has not been done does not
mean it can't be done tomorrow. Captain Satish Sharma 1s an avid flyer, he will
realize what 1 am saying. You land at Delhi Airport. You would go down to the
basement. You would, probably, get a corridor straight connecting you to the Indian
Railways. You have it in Frankfurt and you have it in London. It happens in so
many cities across the world. [ am not inventing the wheel. I am just trying to say
that what has happened should be done here. If you had a railway network, if you
got down from a plane at Delhi Airport, and you wanted to go to Chandigarh, you
would get on to a fast train straight from Delli Airport and you would be there
in three hours; you would be in Jaipur in three hours; yvou would be in Agra in

three hours and you could be in so many places within the distance of 200 or
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300 kilometres of Delhi within a few hours. So, you would, actually, be saving on

time, you would be saving on money and it would ensure seamless connectivity.
This happens in other countries. Why can't it happen in our country? This should
have happened in every single major, | would say, metro city of our country, which
connects. Therefore, 1 feel, Sir, that even though we have missed the bus so far,
it is never too late. I am sure the Railway Minister will look at these issues very,
very objectively. We have metros now. Hvery city has a metro, virtually, coming up
or on the anvil In the cities where it has come up or where it is yet to come up,
I think we should have some kind of an integration of the metro with the railways.
Ultimately, it can't work in isolation. A railway network and a metro network should
be coordinated. If I have to go from Janakpuri to Indira Gandhi Airport, and
from Indira Gandhi Airport, if T have to go wherever, I must have an integrated
solution. I can't be asked to get off at one place and go into another transportation
mode and then, again, back to that It doesn't work. When I am talking of smart
city concept, I am not talking of Smart City as only in terms of e-connectivity; 1
am also talking in terms of physical connectivity. No city can be a world-class
city unless and until it has multi-modal modes of transportation. You should have a
common calling card. 1t is like a pass which you use on the metro, you use on the
Indian railways and you can, probably, even use it for other modes of transportation.
So, T think this 1s a holistic approach for transportation planning, which we have,
unfortunately, missed in our country. As a time, it is never too late, Sir. We have to
make a beginning somewhere and I hope my friend, Shr Suresh Prabhu, will look
at the issues of connectivity and multi-model transportation in a very, very holistic

way. I think that will truly redefine the way we travel

Sir, he has talked of high-speed trains. It 1s a welcome sign. No issues; nobody
can dispute that But I would say, instead of this so-called our fascination for bullet
trains, well, even if you have it, I am not going to come in your way or I am not
going to criticize vou for that. But the most important thing for you would be to
have even a train which moves at 110 or 120 kilometres an hour — forget at 160
kilometres. But if it moves efficiently, if you are able to provide the services which
passengers expect, even that is good I can understand that the pressure on Indian
Railways is immense. When vou have two crore people travelling every day by
the Indian Railway Network, it 1s not something which can be compared with any
other part of the world Therefore, if somebody says, my European experience on a
Railway was something or an American experience or Japanese or Chinese experience
was different, [ think, we should not get into that kind of an issue. We don’t have

to copy anybody; we don’t have to get mixed up with these issues.
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But, at the same time, Sir, while we have got the new experience of the
Rajdhanis over the last ten-twenty vears, we have got the Durontos and other kinds
of trains which are actually good trains, but T think if we improve the level of
service — the cleanliness, the seating arrangement -- it will be more helpful instead
of building a bullet train which will cost us rupees thirty, forty or fifty thousand
crores. Please do it. But, on the other side, let us have some models. Why don’t
you get it studied, say, maybe a European Railway Network, and see what kind of
equipment they are using and try to bring a few rakes of that kind and use it on
certain comidors like Delhi-Jaipur, Delhi-Agra, some places of tourism where people
from all over the world come? Let their experience be pleasant, let their experience
be world-class, and I don’t think people will mind paying you for a good service.
But please do that because today, Pradhan Mantriji 1s talking of tounism. 1 appreciate
that concept. Having been in aviation for many vears, I know the importance of
tourism. But the ‘tourism numbers’ are not going to be just a happy experience by
giving visas on arrival. Please do that. But you also have to make the experience of
the person travelling in the country as world-class and as good and as efficient also.
So, we need to work on certain such . .(Time-bell rings)... Sir, I will finish very
quickly. Therefore, we need to do that kind of an experimentation. At least, please
bring some good rakes from anywhere in the world. Don’t be under the impression
that we will get everything made within the country. Fine. We need that. We have
factories for that We do that But try to experiment with four or six rakes {rom
wherever you get that Run them in few of these corridors, and I am telling you
the way that will change and redefine the experience of Indian Railways, I don’t
think anything else will be able to do that. So, it 1s not just about speed. It is also

about the kind of experience you offer

Sir, T will not go into too much of detail But one thing is certain. We have
China. We don’t want to compare ourselves with any other country. But they have
built a railway all across Tibet at such an altitude and coming all the way almost
to our doorstep. When such kind of corridors are being built in difficult terrain, we
also, in our country, must look at certain issues of how we build our train networks.
Yes, we are doing a great job. We have built a network to Kashmir, we have got
a train to Katra, Konkan Railways is also a fine example of a difficult terrain. But
I think, considering such a big country and the kind of engineering expertise we
have and the kind of record we have, we should be able to target more difficult
projects at a much more, I would say, better pace and that is why you must do

work on these issues.

ot IRT A”a (ew): wpeall, MiA—SEdqz A5 ATTH! & ... (FIEH). ..
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your wishes are honourable, but they must be translated into an affirmative action.

My good wishes to you.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Praful Patel.
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MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Thank you. Dr. Ashok S. Ganguly.

DR. ASHOK S. GANGULY (Nominated): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, through
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you, I am very proud to be addressing the hon. Railway Minister. I am glad that

he is here.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have to address the Chair, not him!

DR. ASHOK S. GANGULY: Sir, 1 am addressing him through you I am

expressing my pleasure through you.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Thank you.

DR. ASHOK 8. GANGULY: And, particularly, since you, Hon. Minister, are a
professional Chartered Accountant — after 1928, the Railway Budget started being
presented separately — Shri Prabhu, you have an unique opportunity to bring financial
discipline and transparency in the Railways, which 1s a hugely complicated and
indiscernible corporation. It is very good, but it is indiscernible. I am particularly
glad, Mr. Deputy Chairman, that the hon. Minister has not promised to connect every
hamlet in the country. What a refreshing change! However, there are some huge
opportunities which I am going to list. But before I do so, I have a small question
for the hon. Minister, Mr. Deputy Chairman. Why increase the freight rates at such
an nopportune moment? Get the freight system going, as Shri Praful Patel had
mentioned, and then you may charge. Give the service and then you may charge.

That would be perfectly legitimate, because then you will be competitive.

Sir, T have a particular point, regarding the Railway Board. The Railway Board
must be a 21st Century Board. The Board must be the instrument to modernize and
professionalize the Railways. You may kindly think of inducting professional and
independent Directors to bring about corporate govemnance and external thinking on
to the Board, which, unfortunately, due to events not so long ago, has a shadow cast
on it. It is because you are the Railway Minister, I request you to kindly introduce
the latest accounting and auditing procedures, which are followed universally, in the
public sector and the private sector. And please promote meritocracy from the brilliant
railway services rather than what, unfortunately, happened recently. My second point 1is
regarding Railway being the instrument for attracting mega investments f{or economic
revival, both domestic and foreign. Launching a couple of large PPP projects will
fire the imagination of the country and the world. For example, will vou think about
a world-wide launch of an Indian Railway Bond and take the railway road-show
across the world and let the world know what we are doing and what we propose

to do? Hon. Minister, you can do it.

Another suggestion 1s to use the PPP mode for railway station modernization

and provide safety and security like the airports do. Why can't we do it? Can this
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be used as a source of CSR investment? Modernise it; restrict visitors by introducing
well-priced entrance tickets as well as the numbers who can accompany passengers

who are leaving or passengers who have come to be received.

My another suggestion is that vou must during your tenure — you have a
five-year period — ensure that all level crossings, not this region or that region but
all over India, be automated as a safety feature to prevent the gruesome accidents
which are still occurring in this day and age. For doing this, I request you to
examine another mnovation, hon. Minmister. Would you consider setting up of an
independent safety committee for the Indian Railways which will be required by
you, hon. Minister, to submit a quarterly report on the status of safety and what 1s
being done to improve the safety beyond any reasonable doubt for the civilized part
of this century? And, in turn, Railway Minister, although this might sound a little
high-sounding, could you kindly consider to produce a one-page white paper every
quarter on the state of the Indian Railways, your address through your Cabinet to

the nation? 1 request you to consider this.

I now come to a little bit of self-interest and request you to investigate and
make some radical improvement and upgradation of the Western and Central Railways'
local system in and around Mumbai because six million people depend on their
livelihood, both men and women, every day on the Western and Central Railways,
and they are being stretched beyond their capacity. Mr. Minister, 1 never speak
long because I have been trained by the hon. Deputy Chairman So, I am going
to conclude my speech. I have told you whatever I want. [ want to reassure you,
Mr. Minister, through the Deputy Chairman, that you have got five years ahead
of you or, say, four-and-an-half years. You don't have to share it with us but I
hope you have sixteen quarters or, say, eighteen quarters in which you can produce
eighteen white papers — your account to the nation what you are doing. 1 hope,
under you, the Railways become the trigger of revived investments, an imaginative
investment instrument, which both the national and international investors would be
attracted.  You don't have the organization right now. The Fmnance Minmstry has to
collaborate with you, Mr. Minister and, there has to be a Special Purpose Vehicle to
trigger the railways as an engine of growth — please pardon the pun as an 'engine
of growth' — for this nation's revival. I thank you, Deputy Chairman, for providing
me this opportunity and I wish you all the best hon Railway Minister through the
Deputy Chairman. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Khekiho Zhimomi - not there.
Shri M.P. Achuthan.
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SHRI MP. ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Sir, this vear’s Railway Budget is a repetition
of what we have got during the last many vears, as far as Kerala is concerned.
Whenever we discuss the Railway Budget, the Members from Kerala, including our
hon. Deputy Chairman, raise the issue of neglect to Kerala. The basic needs of
Kerala are not being reflected in this year’s Budget also. What is the basic need
of Kerala? To improve the railway facilities in Kerala, three things must be done,
that is, doubling of the track, electrification and automatic signalling system. Only
by doing this, we can have more trains to Kerala. But unfortunately, this year also,
the Railway Budget has neglected the genuine demands of Kerala. Sir, ¥ 413 crore
has been allocated towards doubling of tracks in Kerala. This allocation 1s a little
bit more than that of last year. It is good. But what 1s the need? The need is more
than ¥ 1,000 crore. Then, what is the all-India allocation for doubling in this year’s
Budget? It 1s ¥ 98,000 crore. Out of ¥ 98,000 crore, Kerala got only ¥ 413 crore,
that is, not even 0.5 per cent for a State like Kerala. So, this must be corrected and
a time-bound programme must be there to complete the doubling work in Kerala,

and, of course, electrification and automatic signalling system.

Sir, regarding the coach factory, for the last 35 years, we have been hearing
that a coach factory will be materialised in Kerala in Palghat. The State Government
has given more than 1,000 acres of land, but still it is pending. Nothing has been
done. Then, Sir, out of so many projects announced in the last five years, none has
been implemented. So, for me, I am demanding, don’t announce any more projects
for Kerala;, just implement what you have announced in the last two or three vears’
Budgets. Tt will be sufficient for Kerala. We don’t want proclamations, promises, but

we want concrete action to implement these projects.

Sir, for improving connectivity in Trivandrum, the Nemom Coach Maintenance
Depot was announced three years back, but no action has been taken. Enough land

is there, but the Railway Board is not taking any action to implement it.

The main feature of this Budget is privatisation. This Government, and also
the last UPA Government, began the process and wanted to privatise the Railways
through PPP and FDI. We are hearing a lot of promises on this PPP front. Can
the Minister point out any cone project which has been mplemented through PPP?
No; only the promises of PPP are there. And, so ambitious promises are there
that within five years, more than ¥ 8§ lakh crore will be invested in the Railways.
From where will it be invested? Now, the other day, the hon. Minister stated that
he has got ¥ 1,50,000 crore within three years from LIC. That is the route. Why
do you go for PPP and private investment? Enough money is there in our country.

You can utilise the amount deposited in LIC, banks and other public sector financial
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institutions. The Railways have got thousands of acres of land. You can peg the
land and get the loan from LIC and other financial institutions. If vou go in for
privatization, {rom where these private parties and the corporates are getting the
money? Is it from their pockets? No. They are utilizing the money of the public
sector financial institutions. That shows that the Railways can, without the mercy
of the private sector and private corporate, implement the programmes. When vou
have the land, you have the infrastructure, vou have the management capacity, why
do you go in for privatization. Tell me, in which country, the Railways has been
developed by the private sector without adequate investment by the public sector.
Sir, we talk about privatization of Railways. The Minister is not here but hon.
Commerce Minister is well versed with the international experience. ..(Interruptions)...
Yes, Minister of State is here but I meant Shri Suresh Prabhu because he 1s considered
to be a management expert. What is the experience of Britain? It was Margaret

Thatcher, who got these neo-liberal policies implemented...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Achuthan, if you go to Bntain, there will be

no time to come back. . .(Interruptions)...

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: Just one minute, Sir. I will come back to Kerala, Sir.
-.(Interruptions)... 1 will be back to Kerala from Britain.

Margaret Thatcher privatized the British Railway. What is the position now?
They are re-nationalizing the Railways in Britain. That is the experience. Nowhere
has it succeeded, and, after so many years, we are going in for privatization. Mind
it, the employees of the Railways are going in for direct struggle and action against
the privatization policy and programme of the Government. There was a strike ballot
in Railway, and, more than 96 per cent of the Indian Railwaymen supported this
strike ballot. That shows the mood of the people, the mood of the employees of
Railways. ...(Time-bell rings)... Please resist from this suicidal move of privatizing

the Indian Railways.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. Please conclude.

SHRI MP. ACHUTHAN: You can get the help of LIC and other public sector

financial institutions to implement the Railway Development projects.

Sir, T will be failing in my duty if I do not mention about the fact that there
are more than two lakh vacancies in railways, and, there are nearly one lakh posts
directly connected with the security and safety of the passengers. These include the

posts of drivers etc. You are speaking about zero-tolerance towards accidents and
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safety-related issues. Without filling up these crucial posts, how can you achieve this
target? Please take immediate steps to fill these vacancies in the Indian Railways.
Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Husain Dalwai.
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der Yerd e ¥ usd vwh wied ot o, 9 93 Aeiqd angH! A1 S Ydd |
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T T2 e 87 fOrT S 9X oM 9T encroachment ¥, ST WTatl Hxar & fow
a1 1 3mudy anfthad sxd € &1 Y 99 UX @ d¥Ar A8l ared o
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Homiﬁﬁspeedﬂﬂ%faiﬁfmzﬁﬁ@ﬂfﬁ—ﬁmmlﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁaﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ%
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ST IADBT GRT P BT HH PRYI AT TP 3R Fow ¢ & Mudkhed Parbheni
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ag fdcpd 9 B ST MY FHST IR oo T # B8 Ahd &, M9 I off 4
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Pl 2Afrd e 990, df 9Y @WATd § Yodd B dug I Ul GO 75-90 UREC
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it @ AR ST 213 JEE AN © 3T AW Pl a1 SIK &1 3R MY TR 3 14
db gde & A Wik g wddl, dl g8 9 i), Ruqu, Hete, uHad § @n
I ¢ U A B AW BT A gl § amqw et e g 6 ey g7 oy
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3.00 p.na.

[+ft g9 Saae]
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..(9 B €)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right. That’s all.
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or 3R IR T ARR F2f B a1 W offl v aneHt SraUR W Fgl, 98 fSacs
o1 2l wer 8] Fudl wEk W) dre) wiél e wider 9 dae gt aa e 9
g8 WX BT A e, | R 8l gg Wl i SRl qeT f$ @ eRv g, 98
T o & e HwR B gef G R g, dfeT § R S 9 w A2 9 v g)
ag [Sfhaed) Hega o ver o1, 99 A Y T § gg Arn b e 0 Jii &
ferg Rerdera &) frad aof @) <) sy, a1 oo areer g sud 9ig 89w argd
FHFEE & el 5 SR & aef w oAl oy R 59 aneHt wt A | i,
IYh d1g Dol Wb dg cfdl ARH H YT B RN B HDl|

AT Il FA 997 Yo IRAR 2, oFR St UfhfRreh fe-ufafes @ gt
ST, 7 M9 S 99+ &, Sff 3mas 3 9o # fewm € afr OFeT ama o
A Swgel @ik wHsid) B, O BE QX 8l wbd? 2ud 59 9l By By H
ST Xed TP €, IAPT Ig 991 WA ©1 7 IMUPT U iR ISEXT ol § TP AR
el Tt Sferire & e o SR @ e frem s e eifeat 7 off o
B9 RN & U P A @il A1, $Efiy 99 H 9% 919 ans b gsf gele ¢ @t




Gavernment [16 March, 2015] Bills 369
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T 3R I PIET die S| I dod Bl AW laq B, 12dl § uedr © 3 9R-arer
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): Now, Shri Ritabrata
Banerjee, not present. Shri A'V. Swamy.

SHRI AV. SWAMY (Odisha): Sir, 1 thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity which I was always looking forward to. I am not an expert in railways but
my only request, through you, Sir, to the Railway Minister is that it is an excellent
opportunity that he has got to complete the good old ideas which have been there and
arrears of good work. Therefore, I am going to remind of those opportunities which
he has got. I had always a feeling that the Centre, of whatever hue, was allergic to
the problems of Odisha, so far. Shri Suresh Prabhu, our scheming Railway Minister,
certainly cured this allergy by his magnanimous response to the demands of Odisha
State for strengthening of Odisha railway network. The allocations for Odisha in this
year’s Budget (2015-16) of ¥ 3,112.48 crores is more than double what we received
in 2014-15 Budget and I am very thankful to him. This brought smiles to our Chief
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, who is in a hurry to industrialise Odisha, sitting as
it were, on a mountain of nation’s large mineral resources of Coal 24.8 %, Bawaite
595 %, Chromite 98.4%, Graphite 71 %, Iron ore 32.9 % and Manganese ore
67.6%. From the scarce resources of the railways at the national level, Shri Prabhu
had obviously a tough time in priornitizing the needs and demands of the States. He
had to zero in, after great reluctance, on prioritizing completion of ongoing projects
and, secondly, on improving the amenities for the passengers and security and safety,

more particularly and rightly for women passengers.

"This strategy should generally be acceptable but to State like Odisha which has
been fighting for special category State with all the parameters for such a demand
being met, and large areas like KBK region expressing its anger and agony by

growing Naxalite activities, is difficult.

Shri Narendra Modi has often and rightly reiterated that railways play an
important role in the economic development and social transformation. Near absence
of railway network has turned KBK into what could be termed as the capital of

extremist activities in the country.

Sir, this region starts from Nuapada district in the southernmost part of Chhattisgarh,
and in the north extends along the border of Chhattisparh to Kalahandi, Koraput
and Malkangiri. On the other side, Chhattisgarh is equally embroiled in extremist
activities. The western parts of Odisha and eastern parts of Chhattisgarh together

form an impervious fort of Naxalite activities in the country. .. .(Time-bell rings)...

Sir, Shri Prabhu has echoed. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, the hon. Minister has made

a very mmportant point. I am grateful for that, and it will be a point to make for other
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people also here. T am from Koraput, bomn and brought up from this predominantly
tribal area at Nabarangpur. As a child, I wrote essays on Railways without ever
seeing a railway line. Now, I write essays with ambitious plans for bullet trains
elsewhere in the country. My grand children would also now write essays on bullet
trains like their grandfather had done without seeing a train. This is the status of
railways in the country. I have been repeating my requests ever since, Sir. [ have
become a Member of Parliament. There is a proposal to cover the leftwing region
of KBK from Kantabanji-Khariar-Ampani-Nabarangpur-Jeypore and Bhadrachalam via
Malkangiri. ...(Time-bell rings)... This entire zone borders Chhattisgarh on one side
and Andhra in the south. This particular line was envisioned by the British n 1934
This would be fulfilment of a dream for local people after a delay of 81 years since
the British conceived of this idea.

Sir, Shri Prabhu has echoed with me during the Railway Consultative Committee
meeting to treat this project not only for connectivity but also it helps in social
transformation and containment of naxal activities for which crores of rupees are

being spent.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): The Minister will

take note of this very important issue.

SHRI AV, SWAMY: Only one minute more, Sir The other Ministries of the
Government should also be involved in contributing it as a social project. It does not
mean only connectivity it also means development of the area. ..(Time-bell rings)...
Sir, 1 eamestly hope our Railway Minmister would pursue this idea of implementing
the above railway line as a national project and provide for other forms of resource
mobilisation like PPP, Special Purpose Vehicle, SVF, etc. Last one minute, Sir, with
your permission. | repeat my request to Railway Minister to fulfil the desire of the

people in KBK region. ...(Time-bell rings)...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): Thank you now.

SHRI AV, SWAMY: Before I bid goodbye to this august House within the
next three vears, please fulfil this 81 years’ dream of the local people. Thank you

very much, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP. SINGH BADNORE): You have exceeded

three minutes, please.

SHRI AV, SWAMY: 1 am grateful to you for exceeding my time. ... (Inferruptions)...
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): I always look after

the tribal areas development. So, thank you very much now.
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DR. K. KESHAVA RAO : As per Kaul and Shakdher, the issues that we raise

here, all that calls for accountability. When a specific issue 1s raised — I am seeking

your protection, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, — they might reply. .. .(Inferruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): They are all noted.
Thank you very much. ...(Interruptions)... They are all noted. Thank you very much.
Shri Chunibhai.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: It is very essential. When a specific i1ssue 1s made
out, I think, the Minister would ...
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VP SINGH BADNORE): They are all noted.
They should be noted. Thank you very much. Shn Chunibhai Kanjibhai Gohel.
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S 99 A S, 91w R Bt w) e w2 8, ol woAew yeildew
Bid ¥ 2R ol #X o 21 H 3nud "Egd 4 aEl Hel ol Bl us wole qdr g

I TST Tl 1 Al &2, s¥ep fow anue! g=mEmel o =l

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, | was always under the impression
that God will never lie; God will always tell the truth. But recently [ was beginning
to wonder whether Prabhuji always speaks the truth and nothing but the truth. So, I
was a little worried about this when I went through his Budget Speech and 1 thought
I should start by attacking him because he didn't speak all of the truth in this.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See, those who sent names now should know that
I will not call any names unless all previous names are disposed of After that, if

there 1s time, | have no problem.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, this is what somebody had said during the Budget
Speech in Lok Sabha and 1 quote, "One of the persons whom 1 admire the most
and really love and respect is Mamata Banerjee. 1 am very happy there has been
consistency in thinking. I should be very happy to say that the Indian Railways are
trying to take forward her ideas and the philosophy of Kumari Mamataj.”

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Whom are you quoting?

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: I am not quoting Trinamool's spokesperson. 1 am quoting
the Railway Minister, Suresh Prabhuji. So, at the end of it all, Prabhuji does speak
the truth. This is what he said in the Lok Sabha, Sir, a few days ago. It 1s very
gracious of Prabhuji to give credit where it is due. Otherwise 1 was going to point
out to him, if he hadn't given that clarification, that there was a major typographical
error in his Budget because he spoke about Vision 2030 Document which he is
going to table and discuss. But I was wondering whether that was a typographical
error because all of those points of the Vision 2030 Document are taken from the
Vision 2020 Document of the previous Railway Minister, Mamata Banerjee. But now
Prabhuji has been very gracious to acknowledge the Vision 2020 Document. T will
give you a few examples of what he said in his 2030 Document and what was in
the 2020 Document which was done earlier by Mamata didi. Rupees 8.5 lakh crore
investment in Railways in the next five years was said by the Minister. In Vision
2020, ¥ 14 lakh crore to be invested in Railways in ten vears. Now again the
Minister spoke about Operation 5 minutes in his Budget Speech. The Vision 2020
Document talks about 5 minutes to book a ticket even in any category. Very good!
So, like this, there are many examples. Green toilets in 2020 Document, Bio toilets

mentioned by the Minister. The next one 1s high-speed corridor also by the Minister.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Who copies from whom?

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Obviously he has copied but we don't mind his copying.
I have got no problem because what he has copied 1s from the Vision 2020 Document

of Mamata Banerjee. 1 have no issue that he has copied.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, you should support the Budget.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: I am supporting these points. Sir, I am supporting
these points. I am supporting the point that he has said that 6,000 kms would be
quadrupled. This is what we said in 2020. It goes on to say ..(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI SURESH PRABHU): 1 think the only

difference is, now we are implementing and she only talked about it.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Now he said, she only talked about it and they are
implementing. Now, I was in a good mood all this time. Suresh Prabhuji, now
you have come and I will give you some more numbers and I will show you how
she implemented better than you. Thank you for being here; very sweet of you to
come. Now, let me make the point which was not part of my original speech, but
now I must make it. It is the point about who implemented better Then, 1 will
come back. Let us look at doubling. Last vear, your predecessor did 700 kilometres
of doubling, but in 2010-11 what was done was 780 kilometres. So, it was 15 per
cent better. In regard to new lines, last year, 300 kilometres was done. In 2010-11,
it was 710 kilometres. These are not my numbers. These are the Indian Railwavs’
numbers. Freight loading, last year, grew at about 5 per cent. In 2009-10, it grew
by 6.6 per cent. Then, I come to growth in passengers. This is a shameful figure.
I will not blame Suresh Prabhuji for the figure — that is why, maybe, they brought
Suresh Prabhuj here to do the job — because in 2009-10, since you said that you
are doing better, here is the figure for growth in passengers which was 5 per
cent in 2009-10. You know who the Railway Minister was — the lady. And, last
year, there was a negative growth in passengers originating. So, if you look at the
hard numbers, the Railways, last year, did not do too well. Sureshji has some

dreams.

Sir, T want to make four quick points before I get into my specifics. One, the
Railway Minister did not announce any new trains on the floor of the Lok Sabha,
nor did he give us too many details in this. The problem with that is that we believe
that we, the 800 Members of Parliament, who represent a billion people, are the
shareholders. So, why should the Minister not put some more details in the Budget
and why should he hide everything or share everything in the pink book? I don’t
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know as to how many MPs have seen the pink book. Many have seen it, but this
pink book has more details than the Budget and the devil.. I was going to say
that the devil 1s in the details, but then with the ‘god” being the Minister, I should
not use that phrase; it would be inappropriate. No, but on a more serious note, the
Budget is a statement of intent, but we believe the Budget needs to be a statement

of action. Statement of intent 1s good, but where is the action?

The hon. lady Member was talking very nicely before this that instead of
addressing some basic issues, we are talking about electronic conveniences and we
are talking about some outlandish ambitions. That 1s very good; talk about all that.
But let us address the basics and overall, no source of funding has been mentioned,
at least, not here. Maybe, the Minister has got an idea to come up with some

source of funding.

Now, at Trinamool Congress, we always believe, if we want to criticise you,
we will criticise you, but before we come to criticise you, we will give vou some
ideas for free. The problem with giving you the ideas for free is that we gave
one or two of these ideas to the Railway Minister last year, but he chose not to
implement those ideas, maybe, for whatever reason, and see what happened to him.
So, maybe, Prabhuji’s train will go longer than one year; it will be a long-distance

express for, at least, four years.

Sir, this Government talks a lot about reform, “We will reform the system. We
will reform the Railways.” That is very good. The problem is that when you give
subsidies to the corporate sector, you call it reform, but when you give money to the
poorer people, you call it subsidy. If you want to implement reform, we are giving
you three or four ideas for some serious reform. The first is on the accounting system
of the Railways. The Railways uses an old accounting system. Going back to 1921,
there was a British gentleman called Mr. Acworth. So, Mr. Acworth was asked to
head a Committee. Mr. Acworth came up with his recommendations, and in 1921,
they worked for four years. In 1925, those Acworth Committee recommendations
were announced. After that, the first Railway Budget was announced. Now, the
entire system for accounting — how you calculate tickets, what are the broad heads
for the different accounting heads — is based on the architecture of a 93-year old
system set up by Mr Acworth. So, if he is looking for reform, I would request
the Railway Minister to look at the accounting system of the Railways, which is

based on antiquated Acworth Committee Report.

Secondly, we are again trving to bring the Minister back to the focus. Sir,

social responsibility has to be combined with financial viability. Mr. Chairman, Sir,
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through vou, I would like to say to the Railway Minister that we understand and we

appreciate that financial viability is important but social responsibility 1s extremely
important. We heard a lot of talk about Duronto, Shatabdi and all the fast trains.
Sir, 96 per cent of the passengers do not travel on those trains. I am not sayving,
don't give good service to those 4 per cent. Please do so, by all means. Your idea
of a mobile phone charger in general class is a good idea. But focus your efforts
on the 96 per cent. Diesel prices have come down by 25 per cent but you have
chosen not to bring the prices down. We say a firm 'no' to FDI in Railways. Your

LIC idea is in a way a better idea than going in for FDI I spoke about passengers.

Now, let me give some free ideas for freight, and, let me tell our view on
freight. Mr. Nitin Gadkari j1 is sitting next to you. I think, in your Budget Speech,
you made a mention about the Railways tying up a lot with aero trains and trying
to merge railway and aero trains. Now, what has been happening, Sir? Railway's
freight share has come down from 60 per cent to something like 31 per cent. This
has been your big loss. We are telling you not to compete with road. You are losing
out to road. You know as to why vou are losing out to road because your tonnages
are too big. I will come to that point later. But the point I want to make is you
have to stop competing with road. Please become a partner of road. We know about
P&G, that is, Proctor and Gamble; here also, it alse has to be P&G, that is, Prabhu
and Gadkari. Both of you have to work together. One of the ideas which has been
forgotten, and, it has been tested on the Konkan Railway, is an idea called RORO,
that is, 'Roll On, Roll Off, whereby the bottom rows of that wagon are actually
like the wheels. So, you 'roll on', and, you 'roll off. The message here is, partner

with roads, otherwise, you will keep losing and losing more freight share.

The second suggestion we have is, please take a look at booking smaller
consignments. Today, for rail, 1,000 or 1,500 tonnes, those kinds of consignments are
there. Look at the point where you are really losing out, and, it is that you are not
allowing people to book smaller consignments. Today, the Railway wagon capacity
1s, 1 think, 60 tonnes, and, to book through railway, 600 tonnes is the minimum.
Our proposal is that you should bring the minimum down and partner with roads.

If you don't increase freight share, you will not be able to solve this issue.

Sir, these were some free ideas, which I genuinely want you to look at because
you have been gracious by acknowledging, and, that is good, in a continuity way,
that Vision 2020 document. I will go further to say that the Vision-2020 document
has been updated and upgraded and made Vision-2030.
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Now, I come to a little bit of pain about my State. Sir, three years ago, the
State of West Bengal was sanctioned ¥ 10,000 crores. Last year, the figure dropped to
T 5,000-odd crores. This year, the figure is somewhere between ¥ 2,000 to T 3,000
crores. You can imagine all those projects, which are caught up. Interestingly, out
of all the Metro projects across the country, which are all independent projects like
Delhi Metro, one Metro which comes under the Railways is directly the 'Kolkata

Metro'. I will give you some numbers.

I would like to inform the hon. Minister, through you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, that
the project cost of the Hast-West Metro project is about ¥ 5,000 crores. The project
is right in the middle of its happening. It is in the middle of the city. You have
sanctioned T 500 crore. Now, look at projects of Kolkata Metro. Noapara-Barasat is
a T 2,000-crore project, and, you have given us ¥ 100-odd crores. Dumdum-Airport
project is a ¥ 400-crore project, and, you have given us ¥ 50 crores. Baranagar-
Barrackpore, which is a life-line project, is a ¥ 1900-crore project, and, you have
given us T B0 crores. 1 will tell you a few more, and, then, you will actually
feel that I am giving you numbers in a very genuine way. Airport-New Garia is a
T 3.300-crore project, and, we have got ¥ 240 crores. For Joka-BBD Bag, out of
T 2,400 crores, we have got ¥ 70 crores. For Kolkata Circular Railway, out of
T 400 crores, we have got 2 crores. So, Sir, these projects are all very badly stuck.
We are not asking you for new projects. We are going back to your thinking, which
you told us in the document, to clear the existing projects because unless you clear

the existing projects, it becomes very, very difficult

I will come to the point on some factories which are in the middle of getting
ready. 1 will give just three or four examples, Sir. In Kanchrapara, there is a new
rail coach factory. ¥ 840 crores is the project cost. Sir, in your Pink Book —
that is why we got very disappointed with this Pink Book — you have given us
T 8 crores out of ¥ 838 crores. So, in case of Bengal, you are not saying 'Look
East', I am constrained to say, if you say 'Look Hast' and then give ¥ 8 crores out of
T 838 crores. You are giving T 1 crore out of T100 crores for the Kharagpur
Workshop. For Noyapara Workshop, you are giving zero out of ¥ 146 crores. For
Dankuni, you are giving ¥ 2 crores out of ¥ 40 crores. For Liluah Workshop, you
are giving ¥ 5 crores out of ¥ 96 crores. Sir, vou are all saying Took East but
we are beginning to wonder, if this is 'Look Hast' or, what do 1 say, 'Bluff East'
And T am giving you examples of a couple of other things, a few other projects,
which are really stuck. I don’t want to take the precious time of this House because
we have another speaker who will speak for six-seven minutes. But, things like the
Shambhunath Mitra Cultural Centre and the Garden Reach Nursing College, I would
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urge the Railway Minister to please look at the big picture. We are not asking for
new trains; we are not asking you to make two days into four days, we are not
asking you for doing anything unreasonable. We are saying, "These are the projects
sanctioned in the past. Please help us to complete the projects.” And this is in line,
I think, with your thinking.

I would now make two small points, Sir, besides all these money numbers. I
cannot give you a financial justification for either of the next two points, Mr. Minister,
but T can give you an emotional justification and I hope you can look at these two,
not rationally but at least emotionally. One is the heritage Darjeeling train which is
a hentage train, a beautiful tramn, which takes you up in the hills of Darjeeling in
a steam engine. | request you for some money to keep that heritage of our great
country going. And the second one 1s the killing of elephants, elephants which are
dying on the train tracks.

So, hon Minister, Sir, we believe we have given you some suggestions on
passenger and on freight. We have given you a clear suggestion on accounting.
We have highlighted all the projects in your thinking, without starting new projects.
Pump in some money in Bengal and if you would like a more detailed discussion,
.(Time-bell rings)... I want to thank the Minister for giving us some time tomorrow
or the day after to sit on these projects. Prabhuji, my suggestions have come to
you not only from a Member of an opposition party or a Member of the Trinamool
Congress or a Member of a party which have had a few Railway Ministers in the
past, these have come to you from a child of the Railways because my mother's side
of my family, my grandfather, worked in the Railways for many years. My mother
has seven brothers. Five of them till recently worked in the Railways and are now
retired. My two generations have all worked on the Railways, which was the BNR,
now the South Eastern Railway. My community, the Anglo Indian community, has
a great tradition of the Railways. And Mamataji gave me the opportunity to be the
Chairman of the Passengers Services Committee for two-three years when she was
the Minister. So, [ passionately feel about the Railways. 1 hope you will take the
suggestions n that spirit, in the way it has come. We have thought this through.
We have shared with you Now, please help Bengal. Thank you so much.

sft .t @l - W=, Y@ sue & ufa et aEm Serflvar e g § o
AT BRG] & AW 1T SIRRd @ 9 & fdy wsT gon 8 TR § ue
4lurs 8, "ot el W ofdl, wy) e gl fad adle o uag off § gael weiEEg
fewdt 21 # faorw wed, gamiie egm R Aoy acd ¥ ve d@ie gedl &,
ERLESEET] g Sft 7 g TJrETe fowEedt €11 quote it I quote ‘The key task
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before Mr Modi 1s to have a Railways Minister who can bring about a culture
change in the organisation, so that it can successfully venture out into new forms
of management. He has already made a false start, and the Railways Minister has
had to be changed. In the process, a crucial six months have been lost. Hopelully,
the new Minister, i.e., Shri Suresh Prabhu, who comes with a reputation of corporate
reforms will be able to deliver. For private development and management of railway
stations to succeed, the concession agreement has to get the prices rnight, so that the
operator can earn a decent return without overcharging passengers and incentives to

improve efficiency’.

T v off @1 ' giem 59 Wy A Swdt § el ' uy off B GIRT AR 9
Sy 21w W At e w vt @ Rt i Allphones Arene W 17-11-14 @Y,
gy Heil ol eed © & a< Rma & @i gaq Mol fear @ 6 3ad o 9t wde
wRA <PRae gikeiie & Ry o9 gfn § gft & wim R oaR 6, ol
fFrfara wear g1 @, ug Foflavor &) ufdar ¢ oY gu@ T 9gd ¥ v 8 g9
fora gRor vy ot 91, 9M 8, "Erher” 91 Hg BRI & aully A% Gdeitid e9
# foramed fGwng @ik 9o usdar ¥1 Tw 1991 & 91 94 ¥ T@NAgolvT & gy
wie & 2, T am on record in saying and I want to challenge you that please

condemn my statement.
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called Adani Railways. I+ Iddsl @1 M B S0 3@ YeAdol|

T e | e wE oft ae R o e wmn we v 2 et R R,
A AR 2L (EEH). .

sft & 1. @Ml : W, Railway spokesmen T&d T, beyond that, the private players
have its own plan for managing parking lot, building, hotel, shopping areas and
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2, Railways might seek investments from the World Bank, the ADB and the IFC.
According to Nobel laureates like Amartya Sen and Joseph Stiglitz, “Such international
organisations have always tried to enforce their own policies on countries whom
they lend capital to. Often the policies they enforce are not well thought and
have resulted in disasters of the countries. Cases like the Hast Asian crisis and the
American crisis are prominent.” Mr. Suresh Prabhu must share the details of such

proposals and the map of such projects with the House without striking any deal
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Next, Mr. Ritabrata Banerjee, not present. Next
Mr. K.N. Balagopal.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): When this Railway Budget was presented
by the Railway Minister in the other House he very wisely did the exercise and
no new trains were announced. In the past we witnessed a lot of protests on the
same day. Generally we also used to join those protests because the Railways were
not giving new trains. But this time he has presented the budget very silently. Even
now we are hearing that while replying to the debate he will announce some new

trains and new facilities. I do not know whether he will do it.

There 1s a confusion in the statement of the Railway Budget. There are some
highlights in the statement. There is a discussion whether the Railways are for the
welfare of the people, or, providing service to the passengers, or, whether it 1s for
commercial purpose only. I do not have any doubt in my mind that the entire House
will support me that the Railways are a service provider. How to make it provisional

and how to make it profitable is important.
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My friend, Mr. Derek has pointed out here that the accounting system of the
Railways has to be revamped, or, re-looked. Why I am saying this 1s because last
year there was 14 per cent increase in the passenger fares and freight charges also.
We expected better results in the last Budget that when it was finally accounted the
estimate will be achieved. But what is the result? This vear the gross traffic receipts
is only ¥ 1,39,558 crores and the expenses is ¥ 1,30,323 crores. There is a decrease
of ¥ 3,000 crores or something like in the expected receipts. On the other hand, we
can easily identify that the fuel cost has come down. In the international market the
crude oil prices have come down. That has not been reflected on the expenditure
side of the Railways. When Mr. Laluyi was the Railway Minister, he went and
identified some mischief in the non recording of freight which was loaded. That was
identified. That 1s why, at that time, ¥ 20,000 crores were recovered from the freight
rates. Now, if the accounting system is proper, [ believe, that something is lacking.
In the history of Railways, the highest increase last year was 14 per cent in the
passenger fares. Now, the Railways are saying that they are not getting passengers
as much as they were expecting because passengers are going away from Railways.
In some areas their rates are not very cheap. | accept that Railways are the lifeline
of the country. It i1s actually a tool for our unity. Earlier from Kerala a passenger
could come to Delhi in three days time because the cost of the passenger fare
and food was not very high. Sir, 1 accept the fact that the raillways are the lifeline
of the country. It is actually a tool for the unity of the country. From Kerala, a
person can travel to Delhi. He could travel for three days by train, with boarding
and lodging, and the charges are not very high. That was the case earlier, but now
the charges have increased. Migrant workers travel from one place to another. Many
people travel by rail. The railways enable people to travel a distance of even 3,000-
4,000 kms. People from Kerala go to work even to Guwahati and Dibrugarh and
vice-versa. So, rallways are our lifeline and we hope that this would continue to be
the lifeline, working for the unity of the country m the future too. But if you go
entirely on commercial lines, nobody can travel like that because the cost of living,
cost of labour, everything, would go up. Unlike some Westem countries, we are
able to manage because of certain factors. So, the service aspect should be there.
Also, proper accounting should be there. If we follow the same accounting system,

which is misguiding the Government, that will not help. That is one of my points.

Then, Sir, in this Budget, you have an addition of ¥ 8,000 crores. An increased
new income of ¥ 8,000 crores would be coming from freight tanff. You are charging
0.8 per cent more on steel, 6.3 per cent more on coal, and 10 per cent more on

grains. That is how you are charging an additional ¥ 8,000 crores. That would
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further increase the cost of living in this country. If possible, you should decrease

the increased freight charges.

Sir, talking about development of the railways in the future, Mr. Tyagi had said
that ¥ 8.5 lakh crores were needed. The hon Minister has said in his statement
that there are ongoing projects worth ¥ five lakh crores and we don't have enough

money for them.

Sir, T would like to use this occasion to congratulate the Minister here. He has
got an offer from the LIC. The Railways are going to get ¥ 1,350,000 crores from
them. If that happens, that would be very good. But, at the same time, I wish to
underline one point. If the Insurance Bill is made fully operational, after five vears,
this ¥ 1.5 lakh crores, or any money for that matter, will not come from LIC.
Now, we may be sure that LIC would help, because LIC and such other financial
organizations have helped our economic system in a very big way. Sir, ¥ 1.5 lakh
crores that you are expected to get is a very good thing. Of course, in future,
[ am not sure what the plight of LIC would be. In any case, this 1s a very good
thing and that is why 1 would like to congratulate the Minister.

Now, Sir, in other areas, the Minister is expecting to have PPP. Our major money
is not coming from the World Bank or other places. You have already spoken about
that. What is the other major source? Now, you are announcing projects to be done
under PPP mode. You have talked about some new areas where it would be done.
You are going ahead with PPP, like you have done in airports. But that would mean
totally selling out the land of the Railways or some part of it. T got an answer
in this august House from you, Sir, that the Railways has got 10.5 lakh hectares
of land with it. After Defence, Railways is the largest owner of real estate in this
country. The New Delhi Railway Station has 1000 acres. If you take all the stations
located in Delhi, it comes to about 4,000-5,000 acres. In the Delhi Airport itself,
C&AG said that the land which is expected for 60 years' lease has been given to
the concessionaire, the management of that airport. It is worth T 40,000 crores. As
per CAG's record, ¥ 40,000 crores is the value of that 250 acre-land. Sir, in the
name of PPP, if you want to sell land — this airport is far away — in New Delhi
Railway Station, if you are selling 10 acres of land or leasing it out, the value may
be much higher There may be many people involved. But that kind of PPP would
not help. That is why, we are saying that if PPP is a dream, that dream would
finally finish the system of railways in the country. Then, all the expectations about
the future of the railways would be finished. Please try to avoid that. Nobody will
come with a PPP project. There were many discussions earlier. PPP is not public-

private partnership; they are always using the public. It is a partnership for private
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benefit. That is what PPP is. That has been the practice in the country. Nothing has
come out of PPP even now. Re-think about those kinds of schemes. There is PPP
in many other areas. In this Budget, PPP has been mentioned even for catering and
other areas. So, we need to rethink on PPP. Inclusive growth needs to be there.
Sir, inclusive growth should be there, that means employment is very important.
PPP 1s there in this Budget speech. For employment area, the Ministry is saying
that human resource are very important and only thing they are saying that some
more training will be given. Actually, what is happening in the Railways? FEarlier, it
was 18 lakh employees and now, it is less than 11 lakh employees. Mr. Derek has
described about his connection with the Railways, not his family members alone. The
maximum number of people in the country is employed by the Railways. Now, what
1s happening? Fifty per cent of the earlier strength was reduced and now, no train
services are manned properly except the train loco-pilot and some guards. Even the
posts of TTE are reduced. Sir, we have discussed this year about the sad incident
happened in Kerala in which one girl was attacked by somebody and no police
was there. Even now, there are 5,000 vacancies in Southern Railways. So, these
kinds of problems are there. Now, women workers are now working as gateman or
gangman are there. But, many times they are posted in faraway places. So, these

kinds of anti-human issues are there. This is to be controlled.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is a shortage of Railway Police. In every

women compartment, Police security should be there.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: That 1s what T am saying. There 1s a shortage of
Railway police. In the last Budget also, some assurance was there. Harlier also,
there was a proposal for bio-diesel, but nothing has happened. It is a good proposal.
Solar power is a good proposal, but the way, through PPF, that T am not supporting.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, conclude. Time 15 over.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Now for Kerala, there was some proposal about the
Palakkad Coach Factory, now they are talking about PPP with some public sector
undertaking. Once the Steel Authority of India was ready for that, now it is not
happening. Nemom Coaching Yard is also there which was not taken and then
there was a proposal for some modern stations, but nothing is happening
..(time bell rings)... Sir, as one of our speakers is not speaking. | am taking that

time also.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no, you have already taken extra two

minutes.
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5.00 p.mM.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: T am just concluding. This 1s a human issue. Some
escalators or lifts should be there at the railway stations. Something should be done
for the physically handicapped people and more money should be given to Kerala
and Tripura. There is only one train for Tripura with old coach and broad-gauge
conversion work is not happening. In Tripura, work of national highway is also
under-construction and there is no railway line. So, in North-East, the Railway system
1s to be strengthened. In West Bengal, 16 factories were announced by the earlier

Railway Minister but nothing has happened. That has to be considered.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the time 1s over.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: There are other proposals also; 1 am not taking much
of the time. Even though one more speaker is there, because the Chair is directing,

I am concluding.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have taken his time and another three-four
minutes. Now, Shri Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa.
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SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, Indian Railways is one of the largest in

the world Our country 1s vast. Modernisation of Railways, expansion of Railways

will always be a challenging task for any Railway Minister. Despite this thing, there
are demands for new lines and new projects. Sir, I raise a few concrete issues. One,
Chennai has integral coach factory. Sir, Railway Mimister should take note of this.
Chennai has an integral coach factory, but it is not run in optimum capacity. There
are very skilled young people who have been trained under apprentice’s schemes.
They are not being given regular jobs and I think, the Railway Minister should see
that integral coach factory is run with optimum capacity and it can help the Indian
Railways as a whole and even it can help the country or Government to go for

helping other countries in sending coaches and other necessities. This is one point.

The second pomt 1s, there are some new lines approved by the previous Minister.
For instance, Kumbakonam, Jaigondam, Virudhachalam. It is a line accepted by
Shri Sadananda Gowda when he was the Minister. Now, no work 1s undertaken
and no money is given The Railway Minister should address this new-line project.
Then, Sir, already, the broad gauge conversion has to start, ie. from Thiruvarur to
Thiruthuraipoondi to Muthupet and Karaidkudi. Now, the work has to start from
Thiruvarur and it should proceed to Karaikudi. There are apprehensions in the minds
of the people and a number of agitations have taken place already in Thiruvarur,
Nagapattinam and other parts of the State. Railway Ministry will have to address
this issue because it i1s an on-going project. Now, what people want is that the
broad gauge conversion work should start from Thiruvarur and it should proceed via
Thiruthuraipoondi, Muthupet to Karatkudi. This is what the people want.

The third point is, there is a new proposal, Thalasserry in Kerala to Mysore.
As a matter of principle, it should be accepted. The Railway Minister will have to
look into what survey has been done, what work will be undertaken.

Now, coming to one concrete issue 1s, privatization or the role of private

capital in Railways.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Kindly
conclude.

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, I am concluding. There is lack of clanty as far as the role
of private capital in Indian Railways i1s concemed. For instance, you have allowed
private capital, but it has led to non-implementation of reservation policy in catering,
When Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan was Minister, there used to be a policy of reservation
in allotting catering units to Scheduled Caste people, Scheduled Tribe people and
OBCs. If at all the Scheduled Caste people get some catering units, thev are given
in remote, small stations where many trains do not stop at all. So the reservation
policy suffers from that and I can take the names. Now there is only one person
getting 700 trains’ contract to cater and you know as Minister the quality. So, this

1s one problem.

Finally, one should be very careful with private capital, because LIC, the public
sector insurance company, as you admitted, has been financing for the development of
Railways. When you go for private capital, you take into consideration the interests
of SC, ST and OBCs. Even in recruitment, there are lakhs of jobs lying vacant. If
the Railways open out, it will help SC, ST and OBCs to get an entry into job and it
will help Railways to move forward, to be more modern and whatever requirements
we want can be fulfilled by the Railways. That is the earnest appeal to the hon.
Railway Minister to address these issues. Thank you.

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO {Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
[ am thankful to you for giving me this opportumity to speak on the Railway
Budget.

Sir, you are very well aware that after re-organisation of Andhra Pradesh, we
have expected a lot from the hon Railway Minister. Telangana is a new State. It
requires infrastructure and new trains are necessary. The Government of India must
support it. The new State is at its nascent stage. Sir, a Committee was formed to
look into the requirements of newly formed State after almost one year! 1 have got
one letter almost after one year. You look at it, it is very interesting. Shri Suresh
Prabhu 1s an intellectual person and became the Railway Minister. This letter is dated
5th February, 2015, from the Railway Ministry. The letter reached me on 2nd March,
2015! Sir, it 18 on 2nd March. Sir, my residence is 11, Jan Path. The Rail Bhawan
1s almost, 1 can say, at a distance of two pharlongs or two-and-a-hall pharlongs.
The subject of the letter says about the constitution of a Committee of SAG Officers
from the Railway Board, SCR, to look into the action. It has three action points —
Point No. 8, Point No. 10 and Point No. 11 of Schedule 13 (Infrastructure) of the
Andhra Pradesh Re-organisation Act. This is as per the 13th Schedule to the AP
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Re-organisation Act, 2014. The Railway Board constituted a Committee comprising
SAG Officers vide its Order dated 15th April, 2014, Sir, I have received the letter on
2nd March, 2015. The letter asked me to send my views/suggestions by 28-02-2015,
as it will help in finalizing the Report within the stipulated time. The suggestions

can be sent via email address.

Sir, Railway Budget was presented on 26th February. The letter I referred now
asked me to send my views by 28th February, 2015 Sir, what is this? I cannot
understand the reasons for delay. The Railway Board is very near to my house.
But, it has taken 28 days to reach my house. When the Railway Budget was
already presented on 26th, why are they asking my views/suggestions before 28th
February, 2015? This is the attitude of the Railway Board. Why it has happened?
[ don't know. I will give this letter to hon. Minister I want to know where the
communication gap 1s. Moreover, in Telangana, we are suffering during the last
sixlty years in every respect, either in irrigation or railways or road. Today, we
expected, under the NDA Government, when you are saying, g HId) 3y, 3w
f&s1 @M a lot of things. But, unfortunately, there is no new project. Sir, you are
very well aware that Railway Coach Factory at Kazipet is a long pending demand.
We have been asking this for years. We are also asking for a railway zone. It has
also not mentioned anywhere in the Budget. The hon. Minister is saying that we are
taking up old projects. Sir, there is only one old project that is from Peddpalli to
Nizamabad. This was taken up when our former Prime Minister, our Telugu Bidda,
Shri PV. Narasimha Rao, was there. Since then it is continuing even now. It is up
to Nizamabad. It has been done up to Armur and only 30 kms. stretch 1s pending.
Only old cases are being taken up and no new lines are proposed to be taken up.
You have SCR headquarter at Hyderabad. But, there is no direct line from Hyderabad
to Karimnagar Even to Medak there is no direct line. Even though Adilabad is
the district headquarters, there is no direct line from the Capitall So, my request
to the hon. Minister is to look into the demands of Telangana. Telangana is the
most backward area. Moreover, rail-cum-road bridge will take more weight. You are
proposing bullet train. Railways is taking years together for constructing rail-cum-road
bridge. A project at Mehboobnagar was started when Mr. Mallikarjun was Minister
for Railways. He had started it. Recently, it was completed. They are taking years
together Moreover, in Medak, recently, in the absence of a railway crossing, more
than hundred school children died. I wish to submit that SCR is one of the highest
revenue-earning Zones. Whatever income railways is getting, it is getting highest
from the South Central Railway. But there are no facilities. Even if we want to go
to Sabarimalai, there is only one train. We have been asking for several years for

a direct train to Shiridi. People are going to some place and from there they want
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to go to Shiridi. In the absence of any train, the people have to shell out a lot of
money for other modes of transport. On that also we have made a request. Nothing
has happened. Except at Secunderabad and Kachiguda, they have not taken any steps;
escalators are not there. New bridges are not built. Kachiguda is one of the oldest
stations. When Nizam was ruling, the Kachiguda railway station was formed and,
at that time, more trains used to be there. There is no development. My request to
the Minister i1s to look into all these things. Kachiguda and Nampalli are the two

centres. From here to district headquarters, there i1s no connection.

I come to MMTC. You have taken up the First Phase 10 years ago. Why are you
not taking it to Shadnagar? Sir, the city of Hyderabad spread like anything. And,
on the other said, there is Yadagiri Gutta. There is a very popular and big temple.
A lot of people go there. But, they are not getting bus facility. If MMTC facility
will be there, people can go easily to temple and also a lot of revenue Railways
can generate. If railways take MMTC to outside the city, it will also earn money
and it will also reduce pressure on other modes of transport and the congestion also

gets reduced. These are the issues.

Moreover, we are asking for Railway University at Warangal for the last several
years. In Secunderabad, we want to have a Railway Medical College. There are a
lot of facilities. Hospital is there. So, the people are asking for Railway Medical
College for several years. On that also you have not done anything. Moreover, I
have another request. There is only one line between Nadikudi and Bibinagar Why
are they not making it a double line? You will be increasing the frequency of trains

but there is ne double line. How will the trains run on time?

You know very well that a lot of people are going from Hyderabad to Bengaluru
as it is also a high-tech city. There are also a lot of students. So, my point is, in
the absence of trains, everybody is going in buses. Recently, a big accident took
place and people died. So, my request to the hon. Minister is that the line should
be converted into a double line. This demand was made when Mr. Mallikarjun was
Railway Minister. But, since then, we have not done anything. Even if one wants to
go to Nadikudi, Guntur and Tirupati, and even to pilgrim places like Ajmer, there is
only one train. Why don’t you increase? Even people want to go to Varanasi daily,

but you have only a weekly train.

After Andhra Pradesh bifurcation, still you have not changed the name of Andhra
Pradesh Express name. It is still running as 'Andhra Pradesh Hxpress.' Why still you
have the name of 'AP Express’? You can make it as Telangana Express. People

are demanding it. After bifurcation of the State, people are asking as to why they
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are not making it Telangana Express. Let them make a separate AP Express from
Vishakhapatnam to Delhi. Therefore, my request to the hon. Minister is to kindly
look into all these things. I request that more money should be allotted to upgrade
Khachguda railway station. In some of the trains one cannot even go inside. There

1s no arrangement for cleanhiness. It is only for namesake.

With regard to the food, there is no change in food also. I can’t understand
why the catering services are providing the same food to the people. So, there 1s
a need for change in this regard also. Moreover, Telangana is a backward area and
I don’t want to go into further detail. It is his first Budget and no new trains have
been announced in the Budget. The last Budget has announced 12 new trains between
Andhra and Telangana, out of which eight trains have been started for Telangana.
Out of the 14 trains announced in the last budget through two States, five trains
have been started. My request is that projects like Khazipet wagon factory should
be completed and there should be direct trains from Karimnagar and Adilabad to
Hyderabad.

Regarding MMTC, T would like to say that MMTC is providing a lot of facilities
to the people. If people go by road, it takes more time. If there is train connectivity,
the time will be saved. So, my request is that if MMTC connects Yadagirigutta,
Shadnagar and Vikarabad, they can get more revenue. People are going by road and
accidents take place. So railways should take this matter seriously and in future,
special Budget should be allocated for the development of railways in Telangana and
MMTC. T also request that new trains should be started from mmportant stations like
Kacheguda and Nampally, with all facilties.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Shri
Meghraj Jain.
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SHRI JOY ABRAHAM (Kerala): Thank vou, Sir. The Railway Budget is
always eagerly awaited in Kerala. Kerala is at the southemn tip of our country. We
used to have high expectations every time. Our expectations are belied every time.

This Railway Budget is not an exception. Sir, we have no new trains. We have no
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coach factory as promised earlier, no wagon factory. We are in despair There is
no scope for expecting much. Kerala is neglected once again. So, we are forced to
curtail our expectations. Many of our people, our brethren are working throughout
India; in every nook and corner there is a Keralite. Their only wish 1s that railways
should ensure their annual journey with their family and back. From their place of
residence or place of work, they wish they may be given a comfortable journey
to Kerala and back. This is our only demand. So, we have restricted our claims.
We demand doubling of our lines. We demand electrification of the existing lines.
We demand automatic signal system. We demand good coaches in place of old and
dilapidated ones. We demand justice from the catering service. Sir, last time, after
the presentation of Railway budget, all the M.Ps from Kerala protested. Our Deputy
Chairman, Prof. PJ. Kurien, was kind enough to call a meeting of all the Kerala
MPs in his chamber in the presence of the then Railway Minister, Sadanandaji. We
aired our complaints. He was very kind to hear our views. He had promised certain
things. Our Deputy Chairman witnessed the whole affair So, my humble request
to our Deputy Chairman and to our former Railway Minister, Shri Sadanandaj, is
that both of them should impress upon the new Railway Minister, Shri Prabhuji, to
implement the promises which have been given earlier. 1 may cite the date of that
meeting. The date of that meeting was 12.8.2014. In the Budget Speech this year,
I found a very commendable sentence regarding catering on page 9, paragraph 25,
' to provide freedom to our valued passengers to select their meals from an array of
choices, including local cuisine. E-catering has been introduced in 108 trains on an
experimental basis from January this year' Sir, our valued passengers are in fetters.
They have no freedom even to decide the choice of their coffee and tea. I have
several times in this august House expressed my desire and pleaded that coffee and
tea should be served in the passenger coaches without sugar Railways have nothing
to lose, only to gain. Railways should serve coffee and tea without sugar does not
mean railways are obliged to serve any sweetner in lieu of this sugar Just give it
without sugar. So, railways have nothing to lose but only to gain the price of the
sugar. This commitment was made by the former hon. Minister And, this meeting
was convened by the Deputy Chairman in his chamber, last year There are lakhs
of diabetic patients in the country. The incidents of diabetes are increasing. After
the meeting, I had sent a letter to Shn Sadananda Gowdaji and reminded him of
his commitment. But, unfortunately, he had been shifted to some other Ministry. The
Chairman, Railway Board, had sent me a reply that this facility was now available
in Rajdham and Shatabadi Express. This facility of coffee and tea, without sugar,
has to be extended to all the trains, whether it is express train, or it is mail train,

or it is an ordinary train. It is my humble request.
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As a Member from Kerala, I have only one request to make. There was a solemn
commitment made by Shri Sadananda Gowdaji, in the presence of the Deputy Chairman
I request the hon. Railway Minister to consider this commitment favourably and do

justice to the State of Kerala and also to lakhs of diabetic patients of this country.
Thank you, Sir.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, [ wish to say something. We were just talking to
the LoP also. This discussion will take about 2 to 3 hours more. The LoP is not
here. Our request is to carry on as much today. The Lop and others, who would
like to speak, may speak tomorrow. Then, the hon. Minister will also take about 1

hour. So, we can finish it by 3.00 p.m. tomorrow. This is our suggestion.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Have you
discussed 1t with the Deputy Chairman.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Yes, Sir. But we are making a request to the Government.
We can carry on till 6.00 or 6.15 p.m. today. We were informally talking to the hon.
Railway Minister, who has been keenly writing notes. He will take one hour to reply,
plus one hour more, with which the Congress party has left with. It comes to about
two hours. That is why we are suggesting this. So, we request the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister to revert on this. Thank you, Sir

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay.
Now, Mr. Haque.
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA (Rajasthan): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, even now, two

hours and thirty-nine minutes are left for this debate. Our own time is 48 minutes.

It is 6.10, and it is very clear that the debate cannot be concluded today, nor the
reply can be given today by the Minister. I would request, through you, to the
Govemment to agree, and also to the House, that we should do it tomorrow and
let the Minister’s reply come tomorrow. I would request the Minister to accept this
request. It should be adjourned at 6.15.
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(st Sgmwmafa dlerf= go)

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: We have to take up the Women and Child matter

tomorrow.
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SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Not tomorrow. Tomorrow, it is not possible
to do the same thing. Y I8 TR &Y T

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, we can have the Minister’s reply tomorrow.

That 1s what we, the House, 1s saying. Sir, it cannot be concluded today.
oft HER s Ahdl - e ey agd &1 Ras od L (@EE)...
8t o Il ¢ 1S | @l 2Tz 3R B, A1l dl 98 W FE) gl Wl B
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=] T2l &1 & a1 §f #4241 <ft &1 Rarg 2, 98 &a foa 7 9 901 gm0 =nfeul

#ft sV sl ¢ <1 9o <1 fEde I BRI gler O AT & 99§l

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Only five or six speakers are left, and hon.
LoP is there. Tep EC H BT S

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What was the suggestion?

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, the House has discussed and we have requested,
through the Chair, that at 6.15, the House should be adjourned because still, two-
and-a-half hours are left. The debate cannot be concluded today. The Minister’s reply
should be tomorrow and after that, Women and Child matter can be taken up. Sir,

we have no other choice.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: It is not possible to take both the things
...(Interruptions)...

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): Sir,
the Government has also no objection to it and we will start the further discussion

on the Railway Budget {rom 2 o’clock tomorrow.

oft JEIR I Tl ¢ Wy, SiTRad vdeil 3R AN 9 o A W
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3R W P TE WEAM Il & a1 sART Raewe I8 grfl b &a &9 7o, -3l
ol I == Y% 8l &R OF Iof fiFrex W @1 R 81 o

sft Sumumafa : S &, Wt BN Why don’t you agree to that? That is okay.

SHRI GHULAM NABRI AZAD: Sir, it means 3 or 4 o’clock. Don’t say that it
should be exactly 3 o’clock. If everybody 1s done by 3 o’clock, we have no objection.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: That is all right.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: Between 3 or 4 o’clock, we should finish.
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Between 3 or 4 o’clock, as the debate concludes,
the Minister can reply.

st =R AT AHdl : TS Bl oM, @@l &1 9o 3R e wee @
R < Tl

sft Igmumafy : e 8, Ut B9 So, that is the agreement. Okay. Therefore,

tomorrow, we will have the discussion. Not many names are there; about five names

are there.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, the Minister has taken notes and he wants to

explain to us.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, how much time do you require for

reply tomorrow?

SHRI SURESH PRABHU: Sir, as much time you give, but, at least, a little

more than one hour because 1 have to explain to everybody for the points raised.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Sir, the Minister’s teply can be between
3 to 4 o’clock.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 have a doubt. What about the General Budget.
...(Interruptions)... 1 want to be clear. .. .{Interruptions)... 1 want to be clear because
the BAC had decided that the General Budget will be taken up on 17th and 18th.
From the 17th, you are now removing two hours. .. (Interruptions)... So, after the
reply of the Railway Minister, you will start the General Budget.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Yes, Sir. After the reply of the Railway
Minister, we will start the General Budget. .. .(Inferruptions)...

SHRI NEERAJ SHEKHAR: How can we start it, Sit? . .(Interruptions)....

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, there was an agreement. ...(Inferruptions)... For the

last four sessions now, we are neglecting the women and child development issue.
SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: Nobody is neglecting the issue.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are right, Mr. Derek ..(Inferruptions)...

SHRI DEREK OBRIEN: You cannot take it to the next Session, and, it cannot
be taken up in the Zero Hour. Only the Minister's reply on the women and child
development has to be there. .. .(Interruptions).. 1 do not know as to why this

Government 1s not letting...
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SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: No, no. It is listed. ...(Inferruptions)... You
want to change the Business; it is on vour request. We are agreeing to this on your
request first, and, then, by the Leader of the Opposition. ..(Interruptions)... If you

want to have a reply, the Zero Hour.. .. (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nagqvi ji, hon. Chairman himself has directed the
Minister that she should come and reply. In this House, from the Chair, I also said

this. ..(Interruptions)... She has to give a reply.

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: 9%, 9§ @d 37 21 &l But, the complete
business 1s changed now. Railway Discussion 1s continuing, the reply by the Railway

Minister 1s tomorrow.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have understood 1it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI: If there is time left, then, she will reply.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, do you agree?

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: Sir, I am not qualified to agree. The full Opposition

1s not here. We will talk tomorrow. ... (Inferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let us take up Special Mentions.

SPECIAL MENTIONS*
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya.

Demand for taking effective measures to regulate clinical

trial of new drugs in the country
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