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respect of Assam, it has marginally declined in classes 111 and VIII, whereas it has

improved in class V.

Government of India has been supporting States to implement a comprehensive
quality improvement programme with a specific focus on improving reading and
math in classes 1 and 2. States have defined learning outcomes for all subjects and all
classes. In 2014-15, Government of India has launched Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat,
a sub programme of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan with a specific focus on reading and

writing with comprehension and math.

Electricity from paddy straw

F701. SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of NEW AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has chalked out any action plan to generate electricity

from straw of paddy in the paddy-producing regions of the country;
{b) 1if so, the details thereof;

{c) whether any incentive is being given by Government to the States which are

generating electricity from the straw; and
{d) the number of such plants set up in the country so far, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY (SHRIPIYUSH GOYAL): (a) and (b) The Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) is promoting generation of electricity from various agro-residues
including paddy straw. A target of 400 megawatt biomass power projects for the
Twelfth Plan period and 100 megawatt during the current financial year i.e. 2014-15
have been set by MNRE.

{c) Fiscal incentives such as accelerated depreciation, concessional customs
duty, excise duty exemption, income tax holiday for 10 years and preferential tariff are
provided for biomass power projects. In addition, the Central Financial Assistance of
T 25 lakh per megawatt in special category states and 320 lakh per megawatt for other
states with a cap of ¥ 1.50 crores per project is being provided by MNRE for setting up
of the biomass power projects. Besides, State of Punjab 1s providing financial support
to farmers for procurement of equipment such as reappers and bailer for collection and

compaction of paddy straw etc.
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{d) The State-wise details of biomass power projects set up so far are given in

Statement.
Statement

State-wise list of commissioned Biomass Power Projects as on 31.01.2015

3L Neo.  State No. of Biomass Power
Projects (MW)
1. Andhra Pradesh 41 288.00
2. Chhattisgarh 29 249.90
3. Gujarat 4 30.50
4. Haryana 2 13.50
5. Karnataka 15 107.50
6. Madhya Pradesh 4 26.00
7. Maharashtra 20 198.00
8. Odisha 1 20.00
9. Punjab 8 68.50
10.  Rajasthan 10 101.00
11.  Tamil Nadu 24 211.70
12.  Uttar Pradesh 4 54.00
13.  West Bengal 3 26.00
Torar 165 1394.60

Subsidy on solar energy plants

F$702.SHRI DILIP KUMAR TIRKEY: Will the Minister of NEW AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether setting up of Solar Energy Plants for personal use is very expensive;

{b) whether the private consumers are unable to avail 30 per cent subsidy benefit

because of complex process of getting subsidy; and
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