Written Answers to [3 March, 2015] Unstarred Questions 309

The present status of each of these research projects:

The A001, the MVA (D001) and the PO01 trials and the DNA Vaccine Project have
been completed. There candidate vaccines used in the AOO1 and the D001 have been
found safe and immunogenic in more than 90% of the human volunteers. The results of the
A001 study have been published. In POO1 prime-boost trial of DNA followed by Modified
Vaccinia Ankara based HIV-1 subtype C vaccine, both the vaccines were found to be safe

and well tolerated. The Vaccine Developmental Study has been recently initiated.
Shortage of competent doctors in the country

926. DR. SANJAY SINH : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is shortage of adept doctors in public and private hospitals

related to the diseases of cancer, kidney, diabetes, heart and liver;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) the concrete steps being taken by Government to meet the shortage of

competent doctors in the country?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA) : (a) and (b) The Government is aware that there is shortage of
doctors, particularly specialists in the country. Health is a State subject and no data with

respect to such shortage is maintained centrally.

(¢) The Government has taken the following steps in order to meet the shortage

of doctors in the country:

(1) The ratio of teachers to students has been revised from 1:1 to 1:2 for all
MD/MS disciplines and 1:1 to 1:3 in subjects of Anaesthesiology, Forensic
Medicine, Radiotherapy, Medical Oncology and Surgical Oncology.

(i1) DNB qualification has been recognized for appointment as faculty to take care

of shortage of faculty.
(i11) Enhancement of maximum intake capacity at MBBS level from 150 to 250.

(iv) Enhancement of age limit for appointment/extension/re-employment against
posts of teachers/dean/principal/ director in medical colleges from 65-70

years.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(Vi)

(vii)

Relaxation in the norms for setting up of a medical college in terms of

requirement for land, faculty, staff, bed/ bed strength and other infrastructure.

Strengthening/upgradation of State Government Medical Colleges for starting
new PG courses/Increase of PG seats with fund sharing between the Central

and State Government in the ratio of 75:25.

Establishment of New Medical Colleges by upgrading district/referral
hospitals preferably in underserved districts of the country with fund sharing
between the Central Government and States in the ratio of 90:10 for NE/
special category States and 75:25 for other States.

(viii) Strengthening/ upgradation of existing State Government/Central Government

Medical Colleges to increase MBBS seats with fund sharing between the
Central Government and States in the ratio of 90:10 for NE/special category
states and 70:30 for other states with the upper ceiling of the cost per MBBS
pegged at ¥ 1.20 crore.

New tests for diagnosing TB

927. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@)

whether it is a fact that new TB tests recommended in USA and other countries

of the world are proposed to be promoted in India to control this menace;

®

whether this test is facing resistance from medical authorities in India on

account of apprehensions that it could lead to drug resistance;

©
)
©

if so, the details thereof;
whether this test is mandatory for Indians seeking jobs in the USA; and

if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA) : (a) Under Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme

(RNTCP) the following methods are used to diagnose various forms of Tuberculosis:

1.

2.

Microscopy
Culture (Solid, Liquid)

Molecular tests Line Probe Assay (LPA), Cartridge Based Nucleic Acid
Amplification Test (CBNAAT)



