328 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Shortage of human albumin serum

941. SHRI SANJAY RAUT : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention has been drawn towards acute shortage of a
life saving drug-Human Albumin Serum, which is given to liver problem related patients

in the country, particularly in major cities like Mumbai, Pune, etc.,

(b) if so, what is Government’s reaction thereto and whether Government has

investigated the reasons for the shortage of life saving drugs; and

(c) the details of steps taken or proposed to be taken for ensuring easy availability

of life saving drugs and at affordable cost in the country?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA) : (a) The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)
under the Department of Pharmaceuticals monitors the availability of drugs and, where
required, takes suitable remedial measures. NPPA has informed that shortage of human

albumin injection including in Mumbai have been reported in the recent past.

(b) and (¢) NPPA, keeping the above in view, issued an order vide Gazette
Notification S.O. 2292(E) dated 09.09.2014 directing the manufactures/importers
concerned of the drugs to submit a compliance report about having addressed the
issue of shortage of certain essential medicines including albumin injection. NPPA has
also convened a meeting with major companies, namely, M/s Reliance Life Science,
M/s Baxter on 20.01.2015 and reviewed the position with regard to the supply of albumin
injection in the country. As such, production of albumin injection is being monitored by

NPPA to ensure its availability.
Complaints of sickle cell anaemia and jaundice in Chhattisgarh

1942, DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are a number of complaints of sickle cell anaemia in Chhattisgarh

where adequate treatment is almost not available to the patients;

(b) whether effective treatment strategy is possible as the prevalence of jaundice

and the possibility of hepatitis is rising in Chhattisgarh; and

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(¢) whether such treatment can be given on priority basis since there are a number
of complaints of security personnel in naxal affected areas, being sick from malaria and

jaundice?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA) : (a) There is prevalence of sickle cell anaemia in the state of
Chhattisgarh. Public health being a State subject, primary responsibility of providing
adequate treatment to patients, including the sickle cell anaemia patients is that of the State
Government Under NHM, financial support is provided to the States/UTs to strengthen
their health systems including for prevention and treatment of sickle cell anaemia based

on the proposals submitted by the State.

(b) and (¢) Integrated Disease Surveillance Project (IDSP) is a decentralized
State based disease surveillance programme launched by Government of India with the
objective to strengthen disease surveillance in the country to detect and respond to disease

outbreaks including outbreaks of Hepatitis.

Hepatitis A & E are water borne infection for which maintaining hygienic
practices and availability of clean drinking water can reduce the infection. Treatment is

symptomatic.

As per the information received from Ministry of Home Affairs the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) Battalions deployed in the LWE affected States have their own
facilities and follow standard operation procedure (SOP) for the treatment of CAPF
personnel affected by malaria and jaundice. CAPF personnel are also given preventive
medicine for these diseases. Further, any malaria cases reported is monitored closely and
the best available treatment is provided. Similarly, jaundice cases reported in the CAPF

personnel are also managed efficiently by field units.
Central Government Employees and Pensioners Health Insurance Scheme

943. SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN:
SHRI D. RAJA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is considering a proposal for ending
the Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) in its current form and moving to an
insurance based scheme called the Central Government Employees and Pensioners Health

Insurance Scheme (CGEPHIS) ; and



