326 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(b) if so, the details thereof along with the time-period within which this will
be done?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ
SINHA): (a) Railways propose to provide Wi-Fi facility in select trains.

As a pilot project Wi-Fi in 12301/12302 Howrah-New Delhi-Howrah Rajdhani
Express has been provided. Further, work for provision of Wi-Fi in 12957/12958
Ahmedabad Rajdhani Express, 12005/12006 Kalka Shatabdi Express and 12045/12046
Chandigarh Shatabdi Express has been taken up.

(b) For provision of reliable Wi-Fi in a moving train, currently Satellite
Communication is the only technology available which is capital intensive and has
high recurring cost in the form of Bandwidth rentals. In view of the above, no
specific time period can be given at present.

Catering to the lower strata of population by Railways
2683. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) the Government's plans to cater to lower strata of larger section of population
with reserved berth(s)/seats(s) and quality service by Railways;

(b) the Government's plans for augmenting train capacity for poor and middle-
class travellers;

(c) whether Parliamentary Railway Working Group for Twelfth Plan has
recommended running of General Second Class coaches to accommodate more
passengers and replace rickety coaches; and

(d) if so, the complete details of recommendations of the Group, and the action
Government has taken to implement these recommendations, so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ
SINHA): (a) to (d) As per the Parliamentary working group report on Twelfth plan,
economic development leads to an increased demand for labor which usually travels
by unreserved classes. It also leads to increased demands for different segment of
passengers which has to be catered to by other classes including AC II and AC I
tier accommodation. To meet the demand for other classes, Railways, as a matter of
policy, have decided that all the Mail/Express trains (except fully reserved trains like
Rajdhani, Shatabdi, Duronto, etc.) introduced after 2007-08, shall have at least 6 general
class coaches in their standard composition. Further, Indian Railways operate fully
unreserved services like Jan Sadharan, Janseva, Jan Nayak Express and also operate
Passenger trains and Intercity services for short distance travel. With this end in view,
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Indian Railways in the Railway Budget 2014-15, have not only announced five pairs
of Jan Sadaharan train services, but have also augmented existing train services utilizing
111 General Class and General reserved class coaches during 2014-15 (up to January,
2015). Further, reservations for seating accommodation are being provided in Janshatabdi
and intercity type trains and cushioned seats have been provided in General second
class coaches. Non-Air-conditioned reserved sleeper class coaches are also covered
under the On-Board Housckeeping Service (OBHS) Scheme and Clean Train Station
(CTS) scheme for maintaining cleanliness of trains in service. Air- conditioned Double
Decker chair cars with higher carrying capacity have been introduced. Besides, higher
carrying capacity non air-conditioned variants of Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) type
sleeper second class and unreserved and chair car coaches have also been introduced.
For the middle class passengers, all Mail/Express trains invariably have General class,
Sleeper class and AC-IIT Tier coaches in their regular composition. Besides, 67 Sleeper
and 114 AC-III Tier coaches have been attached during 2014-15 (up to January, 2015).
Furthermore, augmentation of trains is a continuous process over Indian Railways subject
to traffic pattern, operational feasibility and availability of resources.

All coaches running in passenger services are well within permitted service life.
Coaches are condemned/replaced as per prescribed criterion.

Reducing power bill by Railways
2684. SHRI T. RATHINAVEL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Railways arc going to buy electricity from State
utilities and Central power generation companies through open tenders as well as
through inter-State trading with an aim of reducing the power bill by nearly one third,;

(b) if so, the details thereof;,

(¢c) whether it is also a fact that another option is simultaneously under
consideration is of purchasing of cheaper power from any State or Central power
generation company through inter-State transmission network; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) to (d) As of now, Indian Railways (IR) is getting
electricity from various State utilities/Central generating companies. In future, IR
propose to procure power through the bidding system also from all ¢ligible entities
at the tariff to be discovered through market process. A pilot project for getting
power through open bidding has been initiated through Railway Energy Management
Company (REMC), a Joint Venture (JV) of IR and RITES.



