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arc 4 Mobile Soil Testing Laboratorics (MSTLs) in operation in Andhra Pradesh out
of these, 3 have been sanctioned under National Project on Management of Soil
Health and Fertility and 1 has been established by the State Government. Apart from
these, 5 MSTLs have been sanctioned under Soil Health Management component in
current year 2014-15. Numbers of soil samples tested by MSTLs in Andhra Pradesh
during last three years arc 22441, 16648 and 22807 in 2012-13, 2013-14 and
2014-15 respectively.

At present there is 1 MSTL in operation in Telangana which has been established
by State Government. Apart from this 3 MSTLs have been sanctioned under Soil
Health Management component in current year 2014-15. During last three years,
5232, 2376 and 4482 soil samples were tested in 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15
respectively by this MSTL.

(¢) State Government of Andhra Pradesh organized Janma Bhoomi Maa Vooru
Programme in a campaign mode in all Gram Panchayats/Wards during 2nd October 2014
to 20th October 2014 and during Polam pilusthundi programme in Kharif 2014 and Rabi
2014-15 distributed crop related literature to farmers and also awareness training organized.

State Government of Telangana organizes Soil Testing Campaign every year
during April/May in which literature on importance of soil testing and soil sampling
procedure is distributed to farmers. Farmers Training Centres provide crop related
literature to farmers in their regular programmes. State Government organize Rythu
Chaitanya Yatra and Rythu Sadassu every year in which crop related literature is
provided to farmers. Farmers Training Centres show documentary films on crop
related aspects and soil testing to farmers through computer/laptops.

Introduction of new agriculture policy

2579. SHRI AJAY SANCHETTI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government is planning to introduce a New Agriculture Policy to
bring revolutionary changes in the Indian agriculture, if so, the details thereof, and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANJIBHAI KUNDARIYA): (a) There is no such proposal
under consideration.

(b) Government has already implemented the National Policy for Farmers (NPF),

2007, which aims to improve economic viability of farming and increase net income
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of farmers. Policy provisions in NPF-2007 include, infer-alia, asset reforms in respect
of land, water, livestock, fisheries and bio-resources; supply of good quality seeds
and discase-free planting material, issue of soil health passbooks to the farmers and
integrated pest management system; region and crop specific implements and machinery;
support services for women; timely, adequate and easy reach of institutional credit at
reasonable interest rates and farmer-friendly insurance instruments; support services
and inputs like application of frontier technologies; agricultural bio-security system;
use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and setting up of farm
schools to revitalize agricultural extension; coverage of farmers under a comprehensive
national social security scheme; effective implementation of Minimum Support Price
(MSP) across the country and establishing community foodgrain banks; development
of agricultural market infrastructure and terminal markets for agriculture; curriculum
reforms in agricultural universities; special categories of farming like organic farming
and contract farming; rural non-farm employment initiative for farm households; and
integrated approach for rural energy, etc.

Many of the existing Schemes/Programs being implemented by Central and State
Governments are as per the provisions of NPF, 2007.

Issuing of soil health cards
+2580. SHRI P. L. PUNIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
(a) whether Government is considering to issue Soil Health Cards to farmers;

(b) if so, the budget proposed by Government for the purpose, the year-wise
details thereof, and

(¢c) whether any action plan is being formulated to link farmers with Agriculture
Science Centres?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANJIBHAI KUNDARIYA): (a) ‘Soil Health Card” Scheme
has been introduced in current year 2014-15 to assist State Governments to issue
soil health cards to all the farmers, once in every 3 years.

(b) During Twelfth Plan, the budget proposed is ¥ 568.54 crore for a cycle of
3 years, ie. 2014-15, 2015-16 & 2016-17 to issue soil health card to all farmers.

(¢) Under the scheme, State Governments may involve students of Science
Colleges and soil testing staff of State Agricultural Universities in soil sample
collection from farmers fields.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



