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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour 15 over.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Extra Seats for Engineering Colleges in Andhra Pradesh

*181. SHRI YADLAPATI VENKAT RAO: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOQURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to open a new regional centre in Andhra
Pradesh 1o inspect opening of new engineering colleges:

(b) if s0, the details thereof; and

{c) how many extra seats are propused to be given in Andhra Pradesh in the
near future?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN
FESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI SUMITRA MAHAJAN): (a) and
{b} No, Sir.

(c) Granting of approval for increasing in seats is a coniinuous process
based on various factors such as number of applications received, fulfilment
of laid down norms and standards, availablity of infrastructural facilities and
assessment of manpower requirements in the country.

Welfare of Aged Persons

*186. SHRI RAMDAS AGARWAL: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased 1o stale:

(a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to an ediforial
published in the Hindustan Times dated ilth November, 2000. on the
occasion of International Day of the Older Persons, wherein it is stated “the
fact is that *Nutional Policy on Older Persons’ has been fossilised in some
dusty official file”;

(b} whether the Prime Minisier himse!f has emphasized the need for such
Organisalions:

{c) if so, what is the reaction of Government thereto: and
(d} what steps are being 1aken in this regard by the Ministry?

THE MINISTER OF ETATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI A. RAJA): (a) to (d) The Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment has taken various steps for implementaiion of the
policy announced in January. 1999 The details of the steps taken are as
follows:—

(i} The National Counci! for Older Persons (NCOP) has been set up in
May. 1999, 1o operationalise the National Policy for Older Persons
(NPOP). The Council met on 13th June. 2000, w discuss the draft
action plan for implementation of the Naticnal Policy on Older
Persons.

(i) AADHAR has been set up to function as Secretariat of National
Council for Older Persons (NCOP). i is being administered by
Agewell Foundaiion, an NGO. with the financial assistance from
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