Written Answers o [25 February, 2015] Unstarred Questions 235

point was also signed on 8.7.2014. During the 20th Steering Committee Meeting
held in February, 2015, timelines were discussed for identification and selection of
Consortium Leader and gas is expected to flow in pipeline within 3 years from the

date of induction of Consortium Leader.

(f) Natural Gas procured through TAPI transnational pipeline project i1s envisaged to

bridge the gap between demand and supply of natural gas to consumers in various sectors.
Expansion of capacity of NINL

290. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) what are the plans of Metals and Mineral Trading Corporation of India
(MMTC) for expansion of the capacity of Neelachal Ispat Nigam Ltd. (NINL) and

the time line for achieving various targets within such plans; and

(b) whether MMTC 1s directly or through NINL in negotiations with any Public
Sector steel company to merge itself with such company and if so, the broad contours

of such negotiations?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY (SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): (a) The Board of Neelachal
Ispat Nigam Limited (NINL) has approved in-principle to expand plant capacity
from its existing capacity of 1.1 million tonnes to 5.0 million tonnes in 2 Phases.
In Phase-I, the capacity enhancement shall be made from 1.1 million tonnes to 2.2
million tonnes. In Phase-1II, the capacity will be further increased from 2.2 million
tonnes to 5.0 million tonnes. Phase-I is to be completed by 2020-21. M/s. MECON
have been entrusted with the task for preparation of Techno Economic Feasibility
Report (TEFR) for expansion of plant to 5.0 MT in 2 phases.

(b) MMTC has so far not considered any proposal to merge NINL with any

Public Sector steel company.
Impact of cheaper/inferior quality steel imported from China

291.SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased

to state:

(a) whether the indigenous steel production i1s facing a lot of difficulties due to

import of cheaper/inferior quality steel from China,

(b) 1f so, the details thereof along with the quantity of steel imported from

China during the current year;
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(¢) whether any consultations have been held with steel manufacturers and other

stakeholders in this regard,
(d) if so, the outcome thereof, and

(e) the corrective steps taken/proposed to be taken by Government to safeguard

the interest of indigenous steel industry against such imports?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF STEEL (SHRI VISHNU
DEO SAI): (a) and (b) The global steel industry in general is going through a
difficult phase. Likewise, the domestic steel industry has also been subdued. Due to
excess capacity/production and decrease in demand in China, steel from China has

been finding its way to various countries, including India.

As against imports of about 8.1 million tonnes of steel into India, during April,

2014 to January, 2015, about 2.9 million tonnes has been from China.

(c) to (e) Domestic steel manufacturers and other stakeholders have been

representing against imports in general, and Chinese imports in particular.

Steel is a deregulated sector. However to ensure that only quality of steel is
imported into India, Ministry of Steel has notified Steel and Steel Product (Quality
Control) Order on 12.03.2012, as last amended on 4.12.2014.

Supply of iron ore by NMDC
292. SHRI A.U. SINGH DEO: Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) the details of prices at which National Mineral Development Corporation

(NMDC) 1s supplying iron ore in the domestic market during the last five years;

(b) the details of prices at which iron ore is exported to Japan during the last

five years;

(¢) the reasons for the price realization from Japan being lesser than price
realization in the domestic market and the methodology used for calculating the

export price; and

(d) whether an enquiry has been conducted and any action taken against parties

responsible, please provide details and findings of any enquiry or action taken, if any?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF STEEL
(SHRI VISHNU DEO SAI): (a) Details of prices at which National Mineral
Development Corporation (NMDC) is supplying iron ore in the domestic market

during each of the last five years are as under:—



