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Recommendations of expert panel on Tobacco Control Act

1793 SHRI HUSAIN DATWAL : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has appointed an expert panel to review and suggest
changes to the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003, if so, the details
thereof;

(by the details of the recommendations of the expert panel;

(¢) whether Government has accepted these recommendations, if so, the details

thereof; and

(dy the manner in which Government proposes to implement these accepted

recommendations?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA) : (a) to (d) A Committee was constituted in July, 2014 to review
and suggest amendments to the Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition
of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act, 2003 (COTPA).

The Committee made a number of recommendations with regard to, inter alia,
prohibition of smoking in public places, advertisements at point of sale, minimum legal
age for sale of tobacco products, loose sale of tobacco products, depiction of tar and

nicotine contents and the penal provisions etc.

After consideration of the recommendations, a draft amendment bill along with the
Notes on clauses was prepared and placed in public domain, as part of pre-legislative
consultations, with a view to eliciting comments/views of the stakeholders including the

general public, upto 15th February, 2015.
Measures to eradicate AIDS disease

11794, SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken or proposes to take any steps for imtiating

necessary measures to get rid of AIDS disease from the country; and

(by if so, the details thereof as on date, and if not, the reasons therefor?

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



Written Answers o [12 May, 2015] Unstarred Questions 165

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK) : (a) Yes. Government has taken steps to
prevent and control the HI'V epidemic in the country.

{(b) The National ATDS Control Organisation (NACQO) has taken following key
steps to prevent and control the HI'V epidemic in the country:-

#  Rewvised Migrant Strategy with focus at Destination, Transit & Source and

Employer-led Model to address vulnerabilities of migrant labour.

#  SBcale up of Opioid Substitution Therapy at Public Health settings to control

HIV among DU and sensitisation of law enforcement agencies.

*#  For elimination of HIV infections among children, lifelong ARV to HIV

positive pregnant women for prevention of Parent to Child Transmission of
HIV has been rolled cut.

*#  In certain pockets of high prevalence States where HIV prevalence among
FSW and MSM continues to be high, emphasis is given to sustain the higher
coverage of targeted interventions and improve the quality of outreach.

*#  Scale-up of free Ist line and 2nd line Anti retroviral treatment for People
living with HI'V and strengthening supply chain management of drugs.

#  National Helpline was launched to facilitate easy dissemination of information
related to HIV/AIDS to general public, People Living with HIV/AIDS
{(PLHIV), High Risk Groups (HRG) and vulnerable population in 8 Indian

languages.

*#  Considering the fact that combination of multi-drug in a single pill is very
effective, well tolerated, so once a-daily fixed dose regimen (FDC) has been
rolled out in a single pill ARV drug among the 1st line treatment patients.

*#  Mainstreaming and partnerships is recognized as a key approach in National
AIDS Control Programme to facilitate multi-sectoral response engaging a
wide range of stakeholders and optimally utilize the resource available from
other Mimistries and Department. In this regard the NACO has identified 31

key Departments/ Ministries of Government of India for mainstreaming. 12

such Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) has already been signed.
Wastage of donated eves

1795 SHRI VITAY GOEL :Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
be pleased to state:

{a) the number of eyes donated in the year 2013-14;



