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factors and their referral to higher facilities for appropriate management. The programme
also envisages to build capacity at various levels of health care system for prevention,

diagnosis and treatment of NCDs.

Medical universities in backward regions

1534, SHRIRAMDAS ATHAWALE : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken steps or is contemplating on taking steps to
establish medical universities in the backward and Scheduled Caste dominated areas of
the country to address the problem of malnutrition and contagious diseases considering

the lack of healthcare facilities in such areas;
(by 1if so, the details thereof as on date; and
(¢) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASHNADDA) : (a)to (c) Government has no plan to establish medical universities
in the States as this work falls within the purview of the State Governments. Central
Government is concerned with issuance of permissions for establishment of new medical
colleges, starting of courses of studies, increase of seats in various courses, renewal of
seats/courses, etc. under the provisions of the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 and
regulations made thereunder. However, with a view to upgrading and further strengthening
medical education institutions in the country, especially in underserved areas, the Central

Government administers the following schemes:-

(1) “Strengthening and up-gradation of State Government Medical Colleges for
starting new Post Graduate (P(G) disciplines and increasing PG seats™;

(i) “Establishment of New Medical Colleges attached with District/Referral
hospitals™;

(iii) “Up-gradation of existing State Government/Central Government medical

colleges to increase MBBS seats in the country”.
Mental healthcare facility in rural areas

535, SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN : Will the Minister of HEATTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the quantum of funds allocated for mental healthcare in the last three years

TOrginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



