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production of spices in the country is around 6 million tonnes, out of which about 12
to 14% is exported while the rest is available for domestic consumption. Details of

production, export and import of spices during 2013-14 are given below:

Quantity (tonnes)

1.  Production 59.35.043
2. Export 8,17.250
3. Import 1,30,010

(¢) and (d) India imports selected spices like Clove, Cassia, Cinnamon, Poppy Seed,
Star anise to meet domestic consumption as well as fulfilling demand of industry for
value addition and re-export. Government implements several programmes for increasing
production and availability of spices such as Cardamom through the Spices Board and
other spices through the State Horticulture Missions under the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH). The mission programmes are aimed at increasing
production, productivity and quality of the produce to meet growing demand in the

domestic as well as export market.

(e) While the requirement of domestic market are met by programmes aimed at
increasing production and ensuring remunerative prices to farmers through pre and post
harvest management and support activities, the industry 1s assisted through adoption of
upgraded technology in spice processing, setting up of quality evaluation labs, quality
certification and training of laboratory personnel for producing quality spices and making

them available for exports.
Imposing MEP on onion and potato

613. SHRI AJAY SANCHETI : Will the Minmster of COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has imposed Minimum Export Price (MEP) on onion

and potato to arrest domestic price rise;
(by if so, whether this has helped in reducing domestic price of these two items;
(¢) 1l so, the details thereof;

(dy what has been the decline in India's export of these comodities; and

(e) how Government is protecting Mimimum Support Price (MSP) for these

items?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY (SHRIMATT NIRMALA SITHARAMAN) : (a) Currently there is an MEP
of USD 250 per MT on onions whereas MEP on potato which was USD 450 per MT
{w.e.f 26th June, 2014}, has been removed with effect from 20th February, 2015.

(b} and (¢) MEP 1s a tool for calibrating export volumes to ensure that in case
there is severe domestic shortage, such shortages are not exacerbate further on account
of export of these commodities. In July 2014, the retail prices of onion were ranging
between ¥ 26/- per kg. to T 35/- per kg. in four metropolitan cities of the country while in
March, 2015 the prices were n the range of ¥ 19/~ per kg. to ¥ 31/- per kg. Smilarly, In
June, 2014, the retail prices of potato were ranging between ¥ 16/- per kg toT 31/- perkg.
which have been reduced in March, 2015 between ¥8/- per kg: to T 30/- per kg.

(dy There has been a decline of 13% in quantity terms in respect of onion export
during 2014-15 as compared to 2013-14. In respect of Potato export, there was an increase
of 57% as compared to previous year 2013-14.

(e) There is no declared Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Onion and Potato by

the Union Government of India.
Discovery of palaces of Emperor Shahjahan near Taj Mahal

614, SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR : Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has recently discovered the
palaces of Emperor Shahjahan near Taj Mahal and also undertaken some other excavations
m Delhi and if so, the details thereof;

(by whether Government has anv proposal to develop and upgrade those

discoveries and to make it available for public view; and
(¢) 1f so, the details thereof and if not the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA) : (a) The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has not recently discovered
the palaces of Emperor Shahjehan near Taj Mahal, District Agra, (Uttar Pradesh). The
excavation at Purana Qila, New Delhi in last season revealed the cultural sequence from

Maurya to Mughal period without any break.

The notable antiquities includes sealing of Maurya period; beads, antimony rod
and terracotta Yakshi figures of Sunga period; more than 20 copper coins and few areca-

nut shaped terracotta beads of Kushan period; inscribed dabber and sealing of Gupta



