14 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with permission

2. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within the meaning of
article 110 of the Constitution of India.”

Sir, I lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION
Curtailing of funds in most of art and cultural institutions

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, matters to be raised with permission;
Prof. Jogen Chowdhury...(Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY (West Bengal): Sir, I am really surprised to
find the allocation of funds made by the Government in this year’s Budget for various
existing major national art and cultural institutions. ...(Inferruptions)... In comparison
to earlier allocations, it is ridiculously low. ...(Interruptions)... We are frustrated to
find that the Government has slashed the allocation by 50 per cent or even 100 per
cent. ...(Interruptions)... It is fantastic! How can a progressive Government do it?

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI ANAND SHARMA (Rajasthan): Sir, there is a notice. ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: 1 have listed the names of 33 art and cultural

bodies. I will give a few examples here for your information. ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI K.K. RAGESH (Kerala): Sir, I had given a notice. ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: For Lalit Kala Akademi, the budget has come
down from ¥ 20 crore to 11 crore; Sangeet Natak Akademi - from ¥ 29 crore to ¥ 12

crore; Sahitya Akademi - from ¥ 21 crore to X 9 crore... (Interruptions)...

it Aead Tqdal (AL U 2N): STFHIIRT HB IS ... (aET). ..

sft TR AT ([TR URI): WX, BF AN A dRwH W Aifed fear R
...(TTHT)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will come back to you. ...(Interruptions)... 1 cannot
hear everything. ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: For Zonal Cultural Centres, the budget has come

down from ¥ 87 crores to ¥ 55 crores; National School of Drama - from ¥ 43 crores
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to X 13 crores. ...(Interruptions)... National Gallery of Modern Art - from ¥ 22 crores
to ¥ 5 crore. ...(Interruptions)... National Museum - from ¥ 30 crores to 11 crores.

...(Interruptions)...

sft v foadt (SR Ueen) : STMHMRT 7RISy, W6 @ 9RI dridral Idh B
YLIR &b HUR Fd1 841 AR ... (GLT). ..

i Fged agdat: A SUGHIRT HBIGY, T ol 267 P 3fcvid Alfeq faan g
...(TAHT)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Why are you troubling him? ...(Interruptions)...
Where is the notice under Rule 2677 ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: Such allocation of funds is unimaginable. It has

no ‘vision’. ...(Interruptions)...

#f FIaa agdel: STFUART HEIGd, BHT ol 267 & i Aifeq e gar gl
..(TET)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Where is the 267 notice? I have called Zero Hour.
...(Interruptions)... Who has given notice under Rule 2677 ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: It is a backward movement for us if we want to
be a progressive nation. ...(Interruptions)... Traditionally, since thousands of years, India
is a country with rich art and cultural heritage. ...(Interruptions)... Great personalities
like Abul Kalam Azad and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru knew the importance of art and
culture of India and had a vision to create various institutions after India’s independence.
...(Interruptions)... But the present Government seems to be totally insensitive to the
cause of art and culture and drastically reduced the allocation to various art and culture
institutions. ... (Interruptions)... Such low allocation of funds will not only discourage the
institutions, but make them crippled and inactive. ...(Interruptions)... If we look towards
the western countries or even China, we find that they are vigorously encouraging art and

culture. ...(Interruptions)...

sft wie At : g9@T dohra S BRIGLL..(AU)... Bis Nfawr 81 7l
...(TTHT)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Have you given notice under Rule 2677
...(Interruptions)...

8ft TR AT : $7H, 3MUT Wl 267 T notice accept Tal (BT Bl ... (GLT). ..

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: Most of the western cities are famous for their

museums and cultural institutions. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If all of you stand up, how can I understand?

...(Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: China has plans to revive their traditional art and

culture. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I can understand if one of you stands up and says.

...(Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: They have made a large Art District in Beijing itself

and have plans to make hundreds of museums all over the country. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him complete. ... (Interruptions)... Let him finish,

then we will come back to LOP. ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: In fact, art and culture also attracts tourists and
tourism brings money to the exchequer. So, we need to have a very thoughtful visionary
plan to rejuvenate our art and culture of this country even for the development of our

nation. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will allow the LOP. ... (Interruptions)... Don't worry.

...(Interruptions)... I will allow. ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. JOGEN CHOWDHURY: Furthermore, art and culture-oriented societies
will make us better human beings and help solve various social problems we are facing at

present in India. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sit down. Your time is over. ... (Interruptions)... Your
time is over. ...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Three minutes are over. Sit

down. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.K. RAGESH: Sir, I associate myself with the Zero Hour mention made by
the hon. Member. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MD. NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the

Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I associate myself with the

Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI VIVEK GUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the Zero Hour

mention made by the hon. Member. ... (Interruptions)...



