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Some of the achievements of the Ministry towards improvement of urban transport

systems are as under:

®

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

v)

Formulation of National Urban Transport Policy (NUTP)-2006 to ensure
safe, affordable, quick, comfortable, reliable and sustainable access for the
growing number of city residents to jobs, education, recreation and such
other needs within the cities. NUTP encourages all proven technologies of

public transport with emphasis on non-motorised transport;

Metro Rail is operational/under construction in cities like Delhi, Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Jaipur, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Chennai, Ahmedabad, Kochi and
Nagpur;

Bus Rapid Transport System (BRT) 1s operational/under construction in
cities like Ahmedabad, Surat, Indore, Bhopal, Vijayawada, Visakhapatnam,
Pune, Pimpri-Chinchwad, Kolkata, Jaipur, Amritsar, Hubli-Dharwad and
Naya Raipur;

Sanctioning of more than 25,000 modern ITS enabled buses for around
170 cities. As on date, more than 16,798 such buses have been procured by
States/Cities; and

Inclusion of funding of Buses, BRTS, Ferry Vessels for inland waterways
along with footpaths/ walkways, foot over bridges, multi-level parking
and facilities for non-motorised transport under the recently launched new
scheme of "AMRUT” and “100 Smart Cities’.

Use of fly ash in construction work

*193. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of URBAN
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@)

whether any research has been done regarding the use of fly ash in replacing

sand in construction work; if so, the details thereof; and

(b)

the present status thereof, and the success rate achieved in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M. VENKAIAH
NAIDU): (a) and (b) Fly ash is being used in construction products such as paver

blocks, tiles and kerb stones in place of sand to the extent of 20-25% in public works

being carried out within 300 Kms. radius of coal and lignite based thermal power

plants.

Since 1994, the D/o Science and Technology has been involved in continuous
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research and development that has resulted in converting fly ash, an environmentally

hazardous material, into a useful resource material.

Roadmap for increasing mangrove forests

*194. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that mangrove forests apart from improving environment
also save coastal areas during cyclones and typhoons, if so, the details thereof; and

(b) whether Government has put in place any roadmap for substantially
increasing mangrove forest in Coastal Maharashtra and other coastal areas of the

country; if so, the details thereof and if not, the reason therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) Yes, Sir.
Mangroves provide protection against cyclones and storms to the coastal areas. It is
called Bio-shield against these natural calamities. Role of mangroves as protective

cover 1o coastal areas has been studied and scientifically proved.
The benefits of mangroves are as follows:

+ Mangroves are a source of firewood, of wood products such as timber, poles
and posts, and of non-wood produce such as fodder, honey, wax, tannin, dye
and plant materials for thatching.

* They provide nursery grounds for a number of commercially important fish,

prawn, crabs and mollusks.

* They serve as food webs and enhance the fishery production of nearby

coastal waters by exporting nutrients and detritus.

+ They provide habitats for wildlife ranging from migratory birds to estuarine

crocodiles, tigers, etc

{(b) The Govermnment seeks to protect, sustain and augment mangroves in
the country by both promotional and regulatory measures. Under the promotional
measures, the Ministry has a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for Conservation
and Management of Mangroves of India. Under the Scheme, the Ministry provides
100% Central Assistance for the implementation of approved Management Action
Plans (MAPs) for mangroves. The Government has identified 38 mangrove sites
along coastal areas for implementation of MAP The MAP components are Survey,

Assessment and Demarcation, capacity Building : Staff Training and Skill; Shelter Belt



