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to promote this sector as a thrust industry, on the lines of gems, jewellery and info-

tech. Thank you. 

Need to take steps to check the spread of Japanese Encephalitis disease in various 

parts of the country 
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Increase in the minimum support price of cotton in Gujarat 
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Need to exploit ocean resources in the country 

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (Pondicherry): Sir, the Department of Ocean 

Development is doing research for the last several years to explore the possibilities of 

exploiting minerals and also on-shore oil and gas recovery. But, much headway has 

not been shown. In the Arabian Sea and also the Indian Ocean, which is spread over to 

the Indian shores, more research work should be done. The country is deficient in iron 

ore, copper, manganese, zinc and other minerals, and the Government is importing 

crude oil and gas spending big amount by way of foreign exchange. Therefore, 

allocation may be made for ocean research for commercial use by the Government of 

India so that we can exploit the mineral resources and also the oil and gas available in 

the country. In India, we have technology and also trained engineers. The Government 

can utilise them for the purpose of exploiting mineral resources in this country. 

Demand for intervention by the Government for retirement benefits to the Indians 

employed in USA 

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Sir, over 2,00,000 Indian 

professionals and employees, working in the USA, usually have 20 per cent of their 

salary deducted for social security benefits. Logically, this money should be returned 

to them while coming back to India.   But, I 
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