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{(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
{SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): (a) Yes, Sir. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
{BSNL) has planned to make a strong comeback with data services.

{b) to (d) BSNL has reported that it has sufficient spectrum for Global System
of Mobile (GSM) communication.

BSNL is setting up Wi-fi hotspots on pan-India basis (except Delhi and Mumbai)
on revenue sharing basis with partners selected through open tendering process at

commercial viable locations to provide high speed internet to its users.

BSNL has awarded the work of setting up of Wi-fi hotspots to the partner
selected for implementation in South and West Zone. Other Zones would also be

taken up for implementation of Wi-fi Schemes by BSNL.
Telephone facilities to Gram Panchayats

F562. SHRT RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has provided telephone facility to all Gram Panchavats,

especially in the backward and tribal areas of the country;

(b) if so, the number of Gram Panchayats, particularly in Maharashtra, which

have not vet been provided with telephone facility, district-wise; and

{c) the steps taken by Government to provide better telephone facility to Gram
Panchayats?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): (a) and (b) Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has provided telephone facility to 241259
Gram Panchayats out of 242198 Gram Panchayats. 938 Gram Panchayats out
of remaining 939 Gram Panchayats have not been provided telephone facility
as they are found non feasible due to various reasons such as thick forest,
surrounded by urban areas etc. Remaining one feasible Gram Panchayat in
North East-II telecom circle will be provided by 31.12.2015 All the Gram
Panchayats in Maharashira has been covered with telephone facility. District-
wise break up of 939 Gram Panchayats not provided with telephone facility 1s
being collected and will be laid on the Table of the House. State-wise details

are given in the Statement (See below).

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



172 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(©

Details of schemes by the Government to provide better communication

facilities are as below:

(M)

(i)

Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for the North-Eastern Region:
Government approved a proposal on 10.09.2014 to implement a Comprehensive
Telecom Development Plan for the North-Eastern Region, at an estimated
expenditure of ¥ 5336.18 crore. The Project envisages provision of mobile
coverage to 8621 identified uncovered villages, installation of 321 mobile
tower sites along National Highways and strengthening of transmission network
in the States of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.

Scheme for Mobile Communication Services in Left Wing Exiremism
(LWE) affected Areas: Government, on 20.08.2014, approved a project to
provide Mobile Services in 2199 locations in Left Wing Extremism (LWE)
affected areas in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Tharkhand,
Maharashtra, Madhva Pradesh, Odisha, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal, at an estimated expenditure of ¥ 3567.58 crore. The Scheme is being
executed by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL). A sum of ¥ 59651
crore has been released to BSNL under the scheme ull 31.05.2015.

(iii) Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan in Andaman and Nicobar

Islands and Lakshadweep Islands: Telecom Commission has given ‘in
principle” approval on 07.11.2014 for Comprehensive Telecom Development
Plan including provision of mobile connectivity for Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Lakshadweep Islands with the total estimated investment of
T 221.05 crores.

(iv) Mobile connectivity in uncovered villages: Mobile coverage to balance

uncovered villages in the country is to be provided in a phased manner
over a period of five vears. Providing mobile coverage to the uncovered
villages in the North Eastern Region (NER) has already been taken up as
part of Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for NER.

Statement

Number of Gram Panchayats not provided with telephone facility

Name of State No. of Gram Panchayats not
provided with Telephone facility
1 2
Andhra Pradesh including Telangana 123
Bihar 1
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1 2
Gujarat 12
Jammu and Kashmir 12
Chhattisgarh 181
Arunachal Pradesh 527
Manipur 1
Odisha 82
Torar 939

Hotline facility for elderly persons

563. SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether providing hotline facility for communication to lonely elderly
persons, particularly women, will be considered to contact police and hospitals, during

distress or otherwise;

{b) if so, whether it would be possible to provide such facility free of cost
or at minimal charges; and

{c) if not, the charges for providing hotline facility to such people?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
{SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): (a) No such proposal 1s under consideration.

{b) and {c¢) Do not arise in view of (a).
Facilities to senior citizens in telecom services

564, SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether any facilities in telecom services have been provided by Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) and Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) to

senior citizens in the country, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether Government has any plan to bring down the qualifying age of
senior citizens for availing the facilities; and

{c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
{SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): (a) Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited has reported



