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scheme in the year 2014-15 with a vision to develop theme based tourist circuits
on the principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an
integrated manner by synergizing efforts to focus on needs and concerns of all
stakeholders to enrich tourist experience and enhance employment opportunities. Coastal
circuit is one of the twelve thematic circuits identified for development under the
scheme.

Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned one project under Coastal Circuit theme for
Development of Kakinada Hope Island Konaseema as World Class Coastal and Eco
Tourism Circuit in Andhra Pradesh under Swadesh Darshan Scheme with Central
Financial Assistance of ¥ 69.83 crore in the year 2014-15,

Advisory not to visit cities in India due to pollution
t454. DR. SANJAY SINH: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether a few developed countries have instructed their citizens to avoid
visiting some cities in India due to air pollution therein;

(b) if so, the details thereof,

(c) whether the income from tourism has been affected during current year and
if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the action taken/likely to be taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) While referring to the high levels of pollution in some cities
in India during the winter months, some countries like Germany and Austria have
advised their citizens especially those with chronic respiratory disorders to avoid
long stay during the period or to Seek medical advise prior to travelling to India.
However, no country has advised against travel to India on account of the above.

(¢) and (d) The Ministry of Tourism does not compile the data of income
generated through tourism in India. However, the Foreign Exchange Earnings through
tourism during the period January - October 2015 was ¥ 1,01,348 crore registering
a positive growth of 2.5% over the same peried in 2014,

Funds released to States for tourism projects
455. SHRI K. C. TYAGI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) the funds released to State Governments by Centre for development of
tourism projects during the last two years;

¥ Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



