[5 July, 2004] RAJYA SABHA

Year Quantity (lakh MT) Value (Rs. crores)
2001-02 26.49 1330
2002-03 36.71 1760
2003-04 (Apr.-Nov, 2003)  25.06 1405

(Source: DGCI&S, Calcutta)

Expansion of G-20

8. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) the steps Government are planning to expand G-20 and building
linkages with other developing countries of the world; and

(b) the steps Government are planning to adopt India specific
approach in the coming WTO talks, especially on agriculture?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY (SHRI E.V.K.S. ELANGOVAN): (a) and (b) Periodic
meetings of the G-20 alliance on agriculture are held at official and
Ministerial levels to formulate the strategy of the G-20 in the ongoing
negotiations in the World Trade Organisation (WTO), including on outreach
to other Members and to building convergence of views with other alliances
in agriculture. As a result of these activities, certain Members of the WTO
such as Indonesia, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, have formally joined the
G-20 since the Cancun Ministerial Conference was held in September
2003. On a number of aspects, alliances such as the Africa Group and
the G-33 developing countries (of which also India is a Member) which
strongly advocate the institution of special measures to safeguard food
security and rural development needs in developing countries, have
indicated a common approach and position in the agriculture negotiations
with those of the G-20. The activities of the G-20 are coordinated by Brazil.

India has been making all efforts to ensure that trade-distorting
domestic subsidies maintained largely by developed countries are
substantially reduced and their export subsidies eliminated, and that the
market access commitments by developing countries like India serve to
safeguard their food and livelihood security concerns and rural development
needs.
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