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(e) the steps proposed to be taken to ensure that trade and industry 

do not suffer by such mergers? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 

S.S. PALANIMANICKAM): (a) No, Sir. 

(b)to (e) Do not arise. 

PAN Cards 

46. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA: Will the Minister of FINANCE be 

pleased to state: 

(a) the number of PAN cards issued in the country as on date by the 

Income-Tax Department; 

(b) whether Government are aware that the possession of a PAN 

card is bothersome to small income people; and 

(c) the steps proposed to reduce harassment of fixed and low income 

people? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 

S.S. PALANIMANICKAM): (a) Total number of PAN Cards issued in the 

country by Income Tax Department upto 29th June, 2004 is 3,31,52,859. 

(b) and (c) A number of steps have been taken to facilitate the process 

of obtaining PAN Card by fixed income and low income people. Application 

forms for PAN can now be obtained from UTI Investor Services Ltd. (UTIISL), 

National Securities Depository Ltd. (NSDL), local printers or stationers, 

and can also be downloaded from the website of Income Tax Deaprtment. 

The completed applications can be submitted at any outlet of UTIISL or 

NSDL. After the application is processed, PAN Card is delivered at the 

address mentioned by the applicant. 

External Debt 

47. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO: Will the Minister of FINANCE 

be pleased to state: 

(a) what is the country's external debt at the end of the last financial 

year, i.e. 2003-04; and 

(b) what steps are being taken or are proposed to be taken to 

reduce the external debt? 
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