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Employment opportunities in agriculture sector

T645. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE  and
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has paid attention to employment opportunities in

agriculture sector in the country;
(b)y if so, the initiative taken by Government for this purpose; and

(¢) whether Government is running any scheme to increase employment

opportunities in agriculture sector, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANITBHAI KUNDARIYA):
(a) to (c) As per Agricultural Statistics, 2014, published by Department of Economics &
Statistics, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers' Welfare in the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare, the total number of agricultural workers account for 263
million comprising of 118.7 million of cultivators (45.1% of the total) and 144.3 million
of agricultural labourers (54.9% of the total). This is a very high percentage of population
engaged in agricultural sector. The attention of the Government as regards employment
opportunities in the agriculture sector is now mainly on improving the productivity of
labour through mcreased per unit yield of varicus field and plantation crops and skill
development and transfer of appropriate technology. The Government is of the view that
if there is increase in per unit yield through improved technology, package of practices,
reduced cost of cultivation and removal of drudgery of labour, it will all contribute to
higher quality of employment and productivity of labour in the agriculture sector. With
thisend in view, some of the important schemes/programmes/missions being implemented

in the agricultural sector are:-

(i)  National Food Security Mission (NFSM) on rice, wheat, pulses, coarse cereals

and commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane and jute).
(1)  Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGRET)
(11) Crop Diversification Programme (CDP)

The focus on transfer of scientific technology under all the three above schemes will

lead to higher productivity and production of crops.

(iv)  Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH)
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(v) National Mission on Qil Seeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP)
(vi) Soil Health Card Scheme (SHC)

(vii) Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY)

(viii) Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY)

(ix) Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY)

The above programmes that focus on horticulture crops, oil seeds, soil health
card, organic farming, efficient use of water and strengthening of backward and forward
linkages aim at strengthening the production environment of the agricultural sector from

end to end and enhance productive employment opportunities in the sector.

The Government is also promoting creation of Integrated Agriculture Market in
the country and when National Agriculture Market comes to be finally established, it
will generate large number of productive employment in the marketing sector besides

contributing to fair and transparent price discovery of the produce of the farmers.

The guidelines adopted under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) prescribe, that 60% of the works to be taken up in the
district in terms of cost shall be for creation of productive assets linked to agriculture and
allied activities through development of land, water and trees cover. This intervention

also helps in employment generation in the agriculture and allied sectors.

In consonance with the Skill India Mission of the Government, the Ministry is also
focusing on skill and knowledge development under the ongoing Mission and promote

enterprise thereby.

Under the Integrated Scheme for Agricultural Marketing (ISAM), the National
Institute of Agriculture Marketing (NIAM), Jaipur provides for two year post-graduate
diploma in Agri-business Management with an aim to contribute to employment generation
in the agri-business sector. The National Institute of Plant Health Management (INTPHM)

also conducts one year diploma in Plant Health Management.

The Department also promotes Capital Investment Subsidy (CIS) Scheme namely,
Gramin Bhandaran Yojana (GBY) and Development/Strengthening of Agricultural
Marketing Infrastructure, Grading & Standardization (AMIGS). These schemes which
have under implementation since 20.10.2014 have now been subsumed as Agricultural
Marketing Infrastructure (AMI), a sub-scheme of ISAM. This sub-scheme is currently
operational in North-Hastern States and for SC/ST categories across the country. The
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scheme creates employment opportunities by promoting various types of agricultural

marketing infrastructure including storage.

All these schemes have the potential of creating employment opportunities for

skilled and unskilled rural population in the agricultural sector.
Suicide by farmers

1646, MIR MOHAMMAD FAYAZ: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the State-wise details of the suicides committed during the past five years by

the farmers who could not repay their loans;
(by the major reasons for the same;

(c) the details of the facilities provided by Government, State-wise and year-wise

to compensate the families; and

(dy the schemes proposed by Government for the betterment of the such indebted

farmers in the future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANIBHAI KUNDARIYA):
(a) and (b) The data on farmers’ suicide owing to non-payment of their loans is not
specifically available. However, as per the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
Ministry of Home Affairs Report entitled ‘ Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India’ for the
years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, the total number of suicides under the profession “Self
employment - Farming/ Agriculture” and for the year 2014, under two sub-categories,
namely, *Self-employed Persons’ farmers and agricultural labourers due to various causes

1 given in the Statement (See below).

According to NCRB Report of 2014, the major causes of swicides by farmers are

as under:
(1) Bankruptcy or indebtedness

(i1) Farming related issues e.g. Failure of crops, Distress due to natural calamities,

inability to sell produce.
(111) Poverty

(iv) Family problems
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