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Number of guest houses in Maharashtra

+1255. SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of guest houses (vatri niwas) in Maharashtra as on date, location-
wise;

(b) whether there is any proposal for construction of guest houses (vatri niwas)
in Maharashtra and other States during current financial year; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) There are 04 (four) guest houses classified/approved by the Ministry
of Tourism in Maharashtra. Three of these are located in Lonavala and one in
Khandala.

(b) and (c¢) Construction of guest houses is primarily a private sector activity.
The scheme of Ministry of Tourism for providing financial assistance for construction
of yatri niwas has been discontinued from the tenth plan onward. The Ministry of
Tourism, Government of India only approves operational guest houses under its
voluntary scheme of classification/approval of guest houses.

Strengthening of facilities at tourist destinations

1256. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(@) whether Government is focussing on strengthening the facilities at every
tourist destination and transit point in the country; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and steps taken/being taken in this direction so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) The Ministry of Tourism (MOT) is focussing on integrated
development of tourist circuits and destinations in the country. Following two new
schemes have been launched in 2014-15 for this purpose:

(1) Swadesh Darshan for Integrated Development of Tourist Circuits around
Specific Themes.

Under Swadesh Darshan, integrated development of theme based circuits is
taken up in order to provide engaging and complete tourism experience to
both domestic and foreign tourists.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



