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(c) and (d) Programmes of national importance such as Bringing Green Revolution
to Eastern India, Saffron Mission in J & K, Vidarbha Intensive Irrigation Development
Programme, Crop Diversification and Additional Fodder Development Programme
are being implemented as sub-schemes of RKVY in various States during the current
financial year. An amount of ¥ 438.11 crore has been allocated to Maharashtra under
RKVY, including Vidarbha Intensive Irrigation Development Programme and Crop

Diversification, of which ¥ 219.00 crore has been released to the State so far.
Role of cooperatives in agriculture sector

1445, SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the role played by cooperatives in agriculture sector;

(b) whether Government proposes to strengthen the role of cooperatives in

agriculture sector, if so, the steps taken in this direction; and

(c) the performance of cooperatives in milk production, poultry farming and

fisheries, especially in Maharashtra?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANJIBHAI KUNDARIA): (a) The
role of cooperative sector is important in agriculture sector as it supplies agricultural credit
and inputs and has the potential to deliver goods and services in vital arcas where State
and private sector has not been able to do very much. The village Cooperative Societies
provide strategic inputs for the agricultural sector. Cooperative Marketing Societies
help the farmer to get remunerative prices and Co-operative Processing Units help in
value additions to the raw products etc. Cooperative are also involved in programmes
like fodder development, conservation and genetic upgradation of indigenous breeds of

Livestock etc.

(b) Central Government, through NCDC has been promoting, developing and
financing post-harvestactivities through cooperatives inagriculture sector. These comprise,
inter alia, marketing, storage and processing of agricultural produce besides supply of
agricultural inputs. Subsidy to the tune of 15% to 25% is provided to Cooperatives
depending on the category of State in addition to term loan. In addition to this, National
Federation of Fishers Cooperative Ltd. (FISHCOPFED) implements Centrally Sponsored
Group Insurance Scheme for active fishermen, training programme for fishers and cold

chain system under the post harvest scheme etc. for the benefit of fishermen.
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(¢) The details of the units sanctioned and assistance by NCDC in Maharashtra
for Poultry, Dairy, Livestock and Fishery Cooperatives as on 31.03.2015 is as under:-

( in crore)

Activity No. of Units sanctioned Assistance released
Poultry 78 44.172
Dairy & LS 27 23.634
Fisheries 3710 502.51

However, the details regarding the performance of Cooperative Societies in Milk
Production, Poultry Farming and Fisheries registered under the State Cooperative Act of

Government of Maharashtra are not maintained by the Union Government.
Setting up of National Agricultural Market

1446. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has any proposal to set up a National Agricultural
Market; and

(b) if so, the details thercof and the present status thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI MOHANBHAI KALYANJIBHAI KUNDARIA): (a) and
(b) Yes Sir. Following the Budget announcements in July, 2014 and in 2015, the scheme
for setting up of National Agriculture Market (NAM) through Agri-Tech Infrastructure
Fund (ATIF) has been approved by Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on
01.07.2015 with a budget of T 200 crore for implementation during 2015-16 to 2017-18.

The scheme envisages implementation of the National Agriculture Market (NAM)
by setting up of an appropriate common ¢-market platform that would be deployable in
selected 585 regulated wholesale markets in States/Union Territories desirous of joining
the e-platform. Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) has been mandated
to implement the national e-platform and cover 250, 200 and 135 mandis during
2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 respectively. Department of Agriculture, Cooperation

and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW) will meet expenses on software and its customization



