76 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Problem of clean drinking water in Assam

+1615. DR. SANJAY SINH: Will the Minister of DRINKING WATER AND
SANITATION be pleased to state:

(a) the number of villages in Assam that are still facing the problem of clean
drinking water;,

(b) whether health related problems have increased in such rural areas due to
contaminated drinking water; and

(c) Government's action plan to provide clean drinking water to every village
in that State and by when the availability of clean drinking water would be ensured?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DRINKING WATER AND
SANITATION (SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAYV): (a) As reported by State Government
of Assam into on-line Integrated Management Information System, as on 08.12.2015,
there are 8858 habitations which are yet to be provided with safe drinking water.

(b) Discase surveillance is not the mandate of this Ministry. However, as per the
National Health Profile of 2015, published by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
the number of acute diarrhoea cases has increased from 58587 in 2013 to 105876 in
2014. Insanitary conditions and consumption of unsafe drinking water could be one of
the reasons for causing diarrhoea.

(c) The Ministry has advised all the States including Assam to provide piped
drinking water supply from surface water sources as a long term solution duly prioritising
arsenic and fluoride affected habitations. However, out of 8858 water quality affected
habitations reported in Assam, 109 fluoride affected habitations and 288 arsenic affected
habitations have to be given top priority and as a short term immediate solution, the
Assam State has been advised to provide community water purification plants or supply
safe drinking water through piped water supply schemes by March, 2017.

Involvement of NGOs in Swachh Bharat Mission

1616. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:
SHRIMATT AMBIKA SONI:
Will the Minister of DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION be pleased to

state:

(a) what efforts are being made to make Swachh Bharat Mission successful all

over the country, particularly in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Punjab;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



