30 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS (SHRI RADHAKRISHNAN P.): (a) The new Toll-Operate-Transfer
(TOT) mode is still under development and operational modalities are being finalised.

(b) As per National Highways Fee (Determination of Rates & Collection) Rules,
2008 user fee is levied and collected at a reduced rate of 40% of the fee (i) at the end
of concession period in case of private funded project and (ii) on the recovery of
capital cost in case of public funded project.

Status of work on NHs in Assam

*154. SHRI BISWAJIT DAIMARY: Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the reasons for non-completion of four laning of National Highway No. 37
from Srirampur to Manipur Border;

(b) the reasons for non-completion of Bogibeel bridge in Assam,

(c) the reasons for non-maintenance of National Highway No. 52 starting from
Baihata Chariali to Itanagar; and

(d) whether the above mentioned projects are within the Act East Policy?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS (SHRI RADHAKRISHNAN P): (a) East-West Corridor Project
covering N-3IC, 31, 37, 36, 54 in the State of Assam was included under National
Highway Development Project (NHDP) for 4-laning of the stretch from Srirampur to
Silchar with a length of about 670 km, out of which 18 km long 4-lane Guwahati
bypass was completed in June 2004 under NHDP Phase-I. The 4-laning of balance
length of 652 km was included under NHDP Phase-II. Out of the total length of 652km
under NHDP Phase-II, 4-laning has been completed in 562 km. Stretch of about 31km
between Harangajao and Balacherra have been developed with 2-lane standard since
4-laning could not be taken up due to pending wildlife and forest clearances from
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Government of Assam
respectively. The 4-laning have been delayed due to problems in land acquisition,
utility shifting by local bodies, tree cutting, frequent bandhs, poor law and order condition,
ROB clearance, inadequate deployment of manpower and machinery by contractor in
certain cases, forest clearance, restrictions imposed by local administration for collection
of construction materials etc. National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is making
all efforts for resolving all issues with help of Government of Assam for completion of
the remaining length of 59 km East-West Corridor by December, 2016. The NH-53
from Silchar to Manipur border (Jiribam) with a length of about 40km is not contemplated
for 4-laning as part of East West Corridor. However, development of the stretch to
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2-lane standard has been taken up under Phase 'A' of the Special Accelerated Road
Development Programme for North East (SARDP-NE).

(b) Construction of Rail-cum-Road bridge over Brahmaputra at Bogibeel is
being implemented by the Ministry of Railways. Ministry of Railways has reported that
the construction of the bridge has been taken up at an anticipated cost of I 4996 crore.
An expenditure of ¥ 3689 crore has been incurred upto March, 2015 and an outlay of
% 701 crore has been provided in 2015-16. As reported by Railways, the project has
been delayed on account of inadequate availability of fund, apart from delays in land
acquisition and forestry clearances.

(c) The total length of NH-52 and NH-52A from Baihata Chariali to Itanagar
is about 294 km of which 264km of NH-52 and 10 km of NH-52 A is in Assam and
balance 20km of NH-52A is in Arunachal Pradesh. The stretch from Baihata Chariali
to Mission Chariali (Tezpur) aggregating to about 135 km is being maintained in traffic
worthy condition by the State PWD, Assam out of the maintenance funds allocated to
the State PWD. The balance section from Mission Chariali to Gohpur on NH-52 and
from Gohpur to Holongi on NH-52A aggregating to about 139 km in Assam has been
entrusted to the National Highway and Infrastructure Development Corporation
(NHIDCL), a Government of India Undertaking, for providing 4-lane connectivity to
Itanagar. The stretch from Mission Chariali to Jamgudi is being maintained in traffic
worthy condition by NHIDCL. Works for 4-laning from Jamgudi to Gohpur of about
82 km and from Gohpur to Holongi of about 10 km have been awarded and is being
maintained through the contractors of NHIDCL. The 4-laning of Holongi to Itanagar
in a length of about 20 km of NH-52A in Arunachal Pradesh is in progress through
State PWD Arunachal Pradesh along with its maintenance during construction and so
far about 84% physical progress has been achieved.

(d) Improvement of connectivity of North East Region with neighbouring
countries has been taken up by the Ministry through (i) widening to 2-lane standard of
NH-153 of about 56km length in the State of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh
(i1) construction of new NH-502 A of about 100 km length in Mizoram as part of
Kaladaan Multimodal Transit Project under Phase 'A' of SARDP-NE and (iii)
improvement of Imphal-Moreh section of NH-39 in Manipur under Asian Development
Bank (ADB) funding as part of the Imphal-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway.

Improvement of National Highways in Odisha

*155. SHRI BHUPINDER SINGH: Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT
AND HIGHWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the length of National Highways (NHs) in the country, State-wise;



