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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) Automotive Research
Association of India (ARAI) has carried out laboratory and on-road tests on diesel
vehicles manufactured by Volkswagen group of companies in India. The purpose of the
tests was to find out whether the Indian manufactured cars are also affected by the

global disclosure by Volkswagen.

(b) Based on the results of these tests, ARAI has issued notice to Volkswagen,

Seeking their action plan for Indian vehicles.

(c) The Volkswagen company, in response, has announced the recall of all
affected vehicles.

Steps taken to deal with global warming

$1630. SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of those arcas of the country which are apprehended to face the

threat of global warming; and
(b) the measures taken or proposed to be taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) India's large
population depends upon climate sensitive agriculture and forestry sectors for its
livelihood. According to India's Second National Communication submitted to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2012, there may not
be significant decrease in the monsoon rainfall in the future except in some parts of the
southern peninsula. Simulations indicate increase in the rainfall intensity in the 21st
Century over most of the regions and marginal decrease in the intensity for the east

peninsular region.

The report by the Indian Network for Climate Change Assessment (INCCA)
'Climate Change and India: 4x4 Assessment- A Sectoral and Regional Analysis for
2030s' presents an assessment of the impacts of climate change on four climate sensitive
regions of India, namely, the Himalayan region, the North-Eastern region, the Western
Ghats and the Coastal regions on four key sectors of the economy that are climate
dependent, namely, agriculture, water, natural eco-systems and biodiversity, and human

health. The study projects an overall warming, increase in precipitation with variable
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water yield, change in the composition of the forests, spread of Malaria in new areas
and threats of its transmission for longer duration which are likely to cause adverse
impact on the lives of human beings.

(b) The Government has launched the National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) in June 2008 to deal with the climate change related issues. NAPCC comprises
eight missions in specific areas of solar energy enhanced energy efficiency, sustainable
habitat, water, sustaining Himalayan ecosystems. Green India, sustainable agriculture
and strategic knowledge for climate change. Five missions out of these focus on
adaptation in sectors like agriculture, water, Himalayan ecosystems, forestry and strategic
knowledge. Thirty two States and Union Territories (UTs) have prepared State Action
Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC) consistent with the objectives of NAPCC. SAPCCs
also focus on adaptation of vulnerable areas in their respective States/UTs.

Further, a National Adaptation Fund on Climate Change has been established with
the objective of addressing the existing funding gap for undertaking adaptation activitics
at State level. ¥ 350 crore has been allocated for remaining two years of Twelfth Five
Year Plan for adaptation projects related to agriculture, water, forestry, coast, disaster,
health, tourism, marine system and capacity building.

Protection of Western Ghats

1631. SHRI K. N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has finalized the steps to be taken for environmental
protection of Western Ghats in view of the Reports of Kasturirangan and Madhav
Gadgil; and

(b) if so, the details thercof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR): (a) and (b) The Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has brought out a fresh notification dated
4th September, 2015 in supersession of the earlier draft notification issued on 10th
March, 2014 in order to clarify provisions in the draft notification and to dispel the
apprehensions and concerns raised by stakeholders, and inviting comments and
suggestions for declaring ecologically sensitive area in the Western Ghats.

Demarcation of Eco-Sensitive Zones

1632. SHRI HUSAIN DALWALI: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) how many proposals are currently pending with the Central Government for
demarcation of Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) around protected areas;



