Written Answers to [23 December, 2015] Unstarred Questions 327

Persons employed in tourism industry in Maharashtra

2853. SHRIMATI RATANI PATIL:
SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE:

Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

{a) the current number of people employed directly and indirectly with the

tourism industry in Maharashtra;

{(b) the importance of tourism industry in the State, which is likely to open

India to various countries in South-Eastern region;
{c) the scope of tourism potential as a source of employment, and
{d) whether any specially dedicated schemes are bemng proposed for the same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMAY): (a) As per the Regional Tourism Satellite Account of the Maharashtra-
2009-10, the number of persons employed directly and indirectly with the tourism
sector in Maharashtra were 31.4 lakhs and 57.3 lakh, respectively.

{(b) to {d) Development and promotion of tourism including assessing the potential
of tourism of a particular State/Union Territory (UT) is primarily the responsibility
of the State Governments/UT Administrations. However, Ministry of Tourism (MoT)
provides Central Financial Assistance to State Governments/UT Administrations for
various tourism projects subject to availability of funds, mnter-se priority, liquidation
of pending utilization certificates against the funds released earlier and adherence to

the relevant scheme guidelines.

MoT has launched following two schemes for development of tourism in thematic

manner:

Swadesh Darshan: Swadesh Darshan was launched for development of theme
based tourist circuits in a way that caters to both mass and niche tourism in a
holistic manner. Thirteen Circuits namely North-East India Circuit, Buddhist Circuit,
Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit,
Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit

and Heritage Circuit have been identified for development under this Scheme.

National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD): This scheme has been launched for the development and
beautification of pilgnmage sites to tap the growth of domestic tourists driven

by religious sentiments and to augment tourism infrastructure at places of
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pilgrimage to facilitate pilgrims/tourists. Ministry has identified thirteen cities
namely Amritsar, Kedarnath, Ajmer, Mathura, Varanasi, Gaya, Puri, Dwarka,
Amaravati, Kanchipuram, Vellankanni, Kamakhya and Patna for infrastructure
development under PRASAD scheme.

Funds allocated to Punjab for development of tourism

2854. SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

{a) the number of schemes being implemented and proposed to be implemented

in the State of Punjab to develop and encourage tourism industry;

{(b) the amount allocated/proposed to be allocated towards each of the schemes;

and
{c) the money disbursed for each of the scheme so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMAY: (a) to (¢) Development of tourism infrastructure is the responsibility
of the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations. The Ministry of
Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) for projects that are complete
as per existing scheme guidelines subject to availability of funds and submission of
Utilization Certificates against the funds released earlier

However, the Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned the following projects under
various schemes in the current year so far to the State of Punjab to develop and

encourage tourism industry as given below:-

(X in lakh)
Sl Project Name Name of Scheme Amount Amount
No. Sanctioned  Disbursed
1 2 3 4 5
1. Development of Karuna National Mission 645.09 129.02
Sagar Valmiki Sthal at  on Pilgrimage
Amritsar Rejuvenation and
Spiritual Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD)
2. To Create Employable Capacity Building 298.22 149.11

Skills (Hunar Se for Service Providers
Rozgar Tak) {CBSP)




