234 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Expenditure on health research

610. SHRI 5. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of HEATLTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that India's per capita expenditure on health research 1s

less than US$1 and just 3 per cent of this is spent on public health research;

{b) whether it is also a fact that more investment is a must if the country wants

to focus on solving health related issues without depending on other countries; and

{c) if so, the steps taken by Government to provide more funds for medical

research?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI SHRIPAD YESSO NAIK): (a) As per information provided by
Central bureau of Health Intelligence (under Directorate General of Health Services),
no such data is available. However, expenditure by Department of Health Research as
a percentage of Total Expenditure for Health Budget for the year 2014-15 1s
approximately 10.6 per cent.

{b) and (¢) Investment is a must to solve health-related issues in the country.
Though, India has done exceedingly well with limited resources in combating diseases
like malaria, filariasis, kalazar, tuberculosis, leprosy, HIV/AIDs, Poliomyelitis, etc.
through research and its implementation in collaboration with National Health
Programmes more research in the areas of disease-burden trends, translational and
implementation research, expanding clinical trial network and conducting more multi-

centric trials is required.

With a view to promote health research in the country by investing more
expenditure, Department of Health Research has launched in 2013-14 major schemes
like establishing Multi- disciplinary Research Units (MRUs) in Government Medical
Colleges, Model Rural Health Research Units (MRIHRUs) and Viral Diagnostic and
Research Laboratories (VDRLS) to strengthen research infrastructure as well as initiated

schemes for Human Resource Development.
Travel advisory by IMA regarding Zika Virus

611. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

{a) whether Indian Medical Association (IMA) has 1ssued warning to pregnant
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women against travelling to countries affected by Zika, a virus linked to severe birth

defects in babies in Hurope and Brazil;
(b) if so, the details in this regard and steps being taken on the advice of IMA;
{c) whether Zika is transmitted by mosquitoes that caused dengue; and

{d) 1if so, the remedial steps being taken to prevent the growth of dengue

mosquitoes in India?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI JAGAT
PRAKASH NADDA): (a) and (b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government
of India has issued travel advisory that pregnant women or women who are trying to

become pregnant should defer/ cancel their travel to the affected areas.

All pregnant women travelling to the affected countries/ areas have been advised
to strictly follow personal protective measures, especially during day time, to prevent
mosquito bites and if they fall sick within two weeks of return from an affected country,
they should report to the nearest health facility. Advisory has also been issued that
pregnant women who have travelled to areas with Zika virus transmission should mention
about their travel during pregnancy check-up visits in order to be assessed and monitored

appropriately at the health facility.

{c) and (d) Yes. Guidelines for integrated vector management to prevent
transmission by Aedes mosquito have been issued to all the States. These guidelines
include vector surveillance, both for larva and adults; effective vector control through
environmental management methods, personnel protection, biological control such as
using larvivorous fish and using chemicals that kill adult and larval form of this mosquito.
Vector surveillance and capacity building have also been done at International Airports

and ports.

High treatment cost of cancer disease

612, SHRI SALIM ANSARIT: Will the Minister of HEATLTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that treatment of cancer have become very expensive in

India and 1s beyond the reach of common man;

{b) 1l so, what are the reasons for not having super-speciality cancer hospitals

in every State/Union Territory; and



