110 Writtenn Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Terrorists threats on military establishments

+520. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to

state:

{a) whether Government's attention has been drawn towards the terrorist strike

on the Air Force Base situated at Pathankot on 2 January, 2016;

{b) if so, the reasons for which Government did not take requisite steps and it
did not establish complete coordination with the State Government despite receiving

prior information in this regard;

{c) whether the terrorists have given threat to carry out more attacks on the

other Air Force Bases and important locations; and

{d) the steps being taken by Government to ensure the security of all the military

establishments, so that such incident may not happen in future?
THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRT MANOHAR PARRIKAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

{(b) There are no operational issues which indicate lack of coordination among
security agencies. A joint operation by the Army, Air Force and National Security

Guard (NSG) was conducted to neutralize the said terrorist attack.

{c) No. such inputs have come to the notice of the Government. In order to
counter terror activities, there exists close and effective coordination between intelligence

and security agencies at the Centre and the State Government level.

{d) The Government has constituted a Committee under the chairmanship of a
former Vice Chief of Army Stafl to infer-alia suggest measures to strengthen security

of various military establishments across the country.
Defence cooperation with France

521. SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased

to state:

{a) whether India and France have held any delegation level talks to discuss
1ssues of shared strategic interest and the bilateral defence relationship between the two

countries;

{b) if so, the details thereof and the areas so far identified by both the countries

for enhanced cooperation in the future; and
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{c) the details of Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement signed between

the two countries?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR): {(a) and (b)
Yes, Sir. The High Committee on Defence Cooperation (HCDC) last met (15th meeting)
in Paris, France on 12th January, 2015 to discuss Strategic partnership, military
cooperation, Procurement and Research & Technology. HCDC is led by Defence
Secretary from the Indian side and 1s the highest level institutionalized forum between
both the countries. Army, Air Force and Navy of both sides also meet annually to

discuss and explore military cooperation.

{c) The following Memorandums of Understanding (MoU) and Agreements have

been signed between both the countries:

(i) MoU between the Government of the French Republic and the Government

of India on supplies of Defence Equipment.

(i1) Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the

Government of the French Republic on Defence Cooperation.

{(11) Technical Arrangement between the Minister of Defence of the Republic of
India and the Minister of Defence of the French Republic concerning co-

operation in the field of Guided Weapon Systems and Technology.

(iv) Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the
Government of the French Republic concerning to the Protection of Classified

Information and material in the field of defence.

{v) Mol between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government

of the French Republic on purchase of Rafale aircratt.
Invitation to movie stars in defence functions

522, SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state the reasons for inviting movie stars to the Inaugural Ceremony of the

International Fleet Review 2016 hosted by the Eastern Naval Command recently?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR): Mr. Akshay
Kumar and Ms. Kangana Ranaut were mvited by the Indian Navy for the variety
entertainment programme of the Opening Ceremony of the International Fleet Review

organised for visiting foreign military personnel and other guests.



