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present BRO has 40 roads of length 2970.62 km. under construction / up-gradation and
additional 13 roads of length 282.49 km. under maintenance only to provide connectivity
to the border areas in the Ladakh Region.

In addition to above, BRO is constructing Rohtang Tunnel m Himachal Pradesh

to provide all weather road connectivity in the Ladakh Region.

{c) An operational committee in the Ministry of Railways has been constituted

to monitor time line for FLS.

For road networks various initiatives at functional level are undertaken by BRO

to expedite the infrastructure development.
Latest equipments for soldiers posted at Siachen Glacier

527. SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE:
SHRI K.C. TYAGI:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has provided any latest winter gear including trousers,
jackets and gloves to jawans deployed in places such as Siachen Glacier to enable them

brave temperatures that even go below minus 50 degree celcius;

{b) whether the need for replacing the existing kit was felt by Government after

it was found that the jackets and trousers in use are not very comfortable; and

{c) the measures taken by Government to improve the living conditions of soldiers
posted therewith integrated shelter huts which can provide protection to soldiers against

extreme climate conditions of Himalayan region?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRTI MANOHAR PARRIKAR): (a) to (¢) The
soldiers deployed at Siachen glacier are provided special winter clothing including
extreme cold climate clothing which includes trousers, jackets, gloves, sun glasses etc.
to withstand extreme temperatures as per authorization. There i1s constant effort to
provide better and more comfortable equipments to the troops based on requirement

felt and user feedback.

Further, the soldiers deployed at Siachen are provided pre-fabricated insulated
shelters (Fibre Reinforced Plastic) except at certain locations wherein due to terrain

configuration and altitude, it is not possible to construct integrated shelters.



