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Government keeps a constant watch on all developments having a bearing on
India’s security and takes all necessary measures to safeguard it. Chinese side has
emphasized on several occasions the policy of attaching priority to the development

of good-neighbourly and friendly bilateral relations with India.
Objectives of Know India Programme

826. SHRI AJAY SANCHETIL Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

{a) the Objectives behind the Know India Programme and how it has performed

so far;

(b) the amount of money spent both by the Centre as well as States on this

programme during the last five years;

{c) whether any review has been made to ascertain usefulness of the programme,
if so, the details thereof, and

{d) whether there is a proposal to merge Know India Programme with Study
India Programme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[GENERAL (RETD) V. K. SINGH]: (a) The Know India Programme (KIF) enables
the Government to engage with young members of the Indian Diaspora and to
help them rediscover their roots in India. Under KIP the Ministry organises a three
week long visit to India by young Indian-origin persons to give them an exposure
to various aspects of contemporary India, and India’s diverse forms of art, heritage,
and culture. Under the state leg of KIP, the participants visit one state, to familiarise
them with specific states in India. So far 1053 Indian origin youth from 42 countries
have visited India through 34 editions of KIP.

{b) During last 5 years 586 Indian-onigin youth from 30 countries have visited
India and participated in KIP. Based on the information available through varicus
stake holders an amount of ¥ 15,39,59.241 has been spent on KIP by the Government
of India in the last five years. The data from States is not available.

{c) In 2015, Ministry reviewed the programme as also its usefulness and decided
to increase the number of KIP programmes organized in a year and to work closely
with State Governments, to enable them to connect with young Indian Diaspora. The
duration of KIP was increased from 21 days to 25 days. The duration spent by KIP
participants in the state has been increased from seven to ten days to give them an

exposure to our regional diversity and to specific states.

(d) No.



