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Discrimination in selection of smart cities

*82 DR. PRADEEP KUMAR BALMUCHU: Will the Minister of URBAN
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government i1s aware that non-transparent methods, discrimination
and political consideration are being adopted in the selection of areas for development

as smart cities, if so, the details thereof,

{b) the reasons for not selecting any cities in some States, particularly in States

ruled by opposition parties; and

{c) the tangible imtiations being taken by Government in defence of its

proclamation of list of smart cities?

THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M. VENKATIAH NAIDU):
(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

{a) No, Sir. The selection of areas (area-based development) is done by the
potential Smart Cities. From the Smart City Proposals submitted by the Cities, it 1s
seen that the Cities have used a combination of criteria, for selecting areas such as
economic activity, land use, land monetization and location of heritage and tourism
areas. The selection has also involved citizen consultations, meetings with public

representatives, desk research, analysis, etc.

{b) In Stage 1 of the Competition, 98 potential Smart Cities were selected based on
the recommendations of the State Governments on objective criteria. In Stage 2, Smart
City Proposals were evaluated by a Panel of Experts, on the basis of set criteria given
in Smart Cities Mission Statement and Guidelines. The scoring was done impartially
and 20 top scoring cities have been selected for funding in the current financial year
{2015-16). The Smart Cities Mission Statement and Guidelines and the scoring of 97
cities are available on Mission’s website (www.smartcities.gov.in).
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{c) In order to spread the message of urban transform-nation in all parts of the
country, 23 cities located in the remaining 23 States/UTs in which none of the potential
smart cities were able to come in the list of 20 winning cities, have been provided
an opportunity to upgrade their proposal on fast track and submitted by 15th April,
2016. These Cities are bemng provided assistance to upgrade their SCPs and a one day
workshop was organised in New Delhi on 22 February, 2016 which was attended by
Principal Secretary (UD) Municipal Commissioners or representatives of these cities.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Silence, please.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you Venkaiahji. 1 am afraid the Question Hour is
over. The House 1s adjourned till 2.00 p.m.




