RAJYA SABHA [14 July, 2004]

In the year 2003-04, a sum of Rs 366 64 lakh and Rs. 471 50 lakh
has been released to the States of Ornissa and West Bengal respectively
as 1st instaiment under Swajaldhara Funds were not released to Bihar
during the year 2003-04 as the State Government did not provide the
requisite details as per Swajaldhara Guidelines Details of proposals
(including number) cleared by the District Water and Sanitation Committee
(DWSC) are mamntained at the District level

Setting up of desalination plants

*138 SHRI V NARAYANASAMY Wil the Minister of RURAL
DEVELEOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to set up desalination plants n
different parts of the country to augment supply of drinking water in rain
starved States like Tamil Nadu and others, and

(b) if so, who will fund for the setting up of these plants?

THE MINISTER OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAGHUVANSH
PRASAD SINGH)' (a) and (b} The Common Minimum Programme of the
United Progressive Alliance Government inter-alia states that "to put an
end to the acute drinking water shortage in cities, especially in Southern
States, desalination plants will be installed all along the Coromandal coast
starting with Chennai”. The Ministry of Urban Development and Poverty
Alleviation have requested the Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Onssa

-and Tamil Nadu to submit proposals for setting up the desalination Plants
in coastal cities/towns facing water scarcity

As far as rural sector Is concerned, full powers have been delegated
to the State Governments for sanctoning and implementing projects for
tackling water quality problems, including salinity, for which 15% of annual
funds allotted to them under the Centrally Sponsored Accelerated Rural
Water Supply Programme (ARWSP}, are specifically earmarked.

Atrocities on women

*140 SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI Wil the Minister of HOME
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that atrocities on women are on the rise in the

country,
2
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(b) if so, the State-wise details of cases reported during the last
three years, and

(c) the details of steps Government have taken to étop such incidents?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI MANIKRAQ GAVIT): (a) and (b) As per statistics complied by the
National Crime Records Bureau, the incidence of crimes committee against
women in the country showed an increase in 2002 (147678 cases) in
comparison to 2001 (143795 cases). However, in 2003 the incidence of
crimes committed against women went down to 132720 cases as
per provisional figures for the year 2003 available so far. The details of
State/UT-wise incidence of crimes committed against women during
2001—2003 are given in the enclosed Statement. (See below).

(c) ‘PublicOrder ' and 'Police’ are State subjects as per the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution of India and as such registration, investigation,
detection and prevention of crime are primarily the responsibility of the
State Government. However, the Government of india has been advising
the State Governments, from time to time, to give more sed attention
to improving the administration of ¢riminal justice system and take such
measures as are necessary for the prevention of crime against women
and other vulnerable sections of society. in a recent advisory sent to the
State Governments, they have been requested to take the following measures
to check crime against womert:

(i) Sensitize police officials charged with the responsibility of
protecting women,

(n} Vigorously enforce existing legislation relating to dowry violence,

(i) Setupwomen police cells inPolice Stations and exclusive women
Police Stations,

(v) Provide institutional support to the victims of violence,
() Provide counceliing to victims of rape,

(V) Take measures to eliminate trafficking in women,

(viy Enforce wider recruitment of women Police officers, and

(vit) Train police personnel in special laws dealing with atrocities
against women.
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