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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) No, Sir.

{¢) India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) since inception has added
hotels either on its own or through formation of Joint Venture with different State

(Governments.
Identification of places for Buddhist Tourism Circuits
2211. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government identified any tourist places of Buddhist importance for
Buddhist Tourism Circuit;

(b) if so, the details thereof, and
{c) if no such exercise is undertaken, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMAY): (a) to (¢) The Ministry of Tourism has launched the Swadesh Darshan
scheme 1n 2014-15 for the integrated development of theme based tourist circuits in
the country. The Buddhist Circuit has been identified as one of the thirteen thematic
circuits for development under the scheme. All places associated with Buddhist

heritage in the country are covered under this theme.

The Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned a project “Construction of Cultural
Centre adjacent to Maya Sarovar on the western side at Bodhgaya, Bihar® for
T 33.17 crore in the vear 2014-15 under the Buddhist Circuit theme of Swadesh

Darshan scheme.
Development of tourists places in Chhattisgarh

$2212. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

{a) whether Rajim, Dongargarh, Ratanpur, Bhoramdeo, Danteshwari, Gangrel Dam,
Sirpur, Tandula, Mainpat, Saroda Dam, Chitrakot waterfall, Thirathgarh waterfalls, etc.
in Chhattisgarh have been identified for tourism;

{(b) if so, whether centre's share will be sanctioned for their development of

these places; and

{c) the details of projects chalked out by State Government for these tourist

places so that facilities may be provided to tourists?

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) to (c) Identification and development of tourist places is primarily
the responsibility of the State Governments and Umion Territories, including the State
Govemnment of Chhattisgarh. The Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial
Assistance (CFA) to tourism projects in consultation with them subject to availability
of funds, liquidation of pending utilisation certificates and adherence to relevant

scheme guidelines.

The following projects have been sanctioned with 100% Central Share of Central
Financial Assistance under various schemes covering Rajim, Ratanpur, Bhoramdeo,
Gangrel Dam, Sirpur, Mainpat, Chitrakot, Thirathgarh, etc. to the Government of
Chhattisgarh.

(¥ in lakh)
SI. No. Name of projects Amount Sanctioned
2005-06
L. Integrated Development of Tourism Circuit on Raipur- 714.46
Arang-Sirpur-Narayanpur-Girodpuri-Sheorinarayan-
Kharod-Mathar-Ratanpur-Tata Sector in Chhattisgarh
2 Infrastructure and Destination Development of 468.41
Mainpat-Sarguja district
3. Tourism Circuit on Raipur-Nagpura-Bhoramdeo 44772
improvement of surroundings of the destination
2006-07
4. Infrastructure and Destination Development of Rajim 29595
5. Development of Chitrakote Chhattisgarh 278.45
6. Infrastructure and Destination Development of 331.97
Bhoramdeo
2008-09
74 Development of Jagdalpur-Chitrakote-Barsur- 1133.82
Dantewada-Tirathgarh Mega Circuit
2010-11
8. Development of Jagdalpur-Chitrakote-Barsur- 1362.71
Dantewada-Tirthgarh as a Mega Tourist Circuit and
[Mlumination of Chitrakote Waterfalls in Chhattisgarh
9. Development of Tourist Destination at Gangrel Dam, 363.78

Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh
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Sl No. Name of projects Amount Sanctioned
2015-16
10.  Development of Tribal Tourism Circuit in 999411

Jashpur-Kunkuri-Mainpat-Ambikapur-Maheshpur-
Ratanpur-Kurdar-Sarodadadar-Gangrel-Kondagaon-
Nathyanawagaon-Jagdalpur-Chitrakot-Tirthgarh in
Chhattisgarh under Swadesh Darshan scheme

Tourism centres

2213. SHRI D. KUPENDRA REDDY: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

{a) the State/Union Territory-wise total number of tourism centres in the country

at present;

(b) whether State Governments have requested for development of tourism centres
in their States;

{c) 1l so, the details thereof and the action taken by Government, and

{d) whether any specific theme based tourist circuits have been identified, if so,
the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) to (d) 13 thematic circuits and 13 pilgrimage sites/destinations each
have been identified by Ministry of Tourism (MOT) under the new plan scheme
Swadesh Darshan and National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual
Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) respectively. Details are as under:

Name of the Scheme  Name of the Circuits

Swadesh Darshan North-East India Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, Himalayan
Circuit, Coastal Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Desert Circuit,
Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit,

Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit and Heritage Circuit

PRASAD Ajmer, Amritsar, Amaravati, Dwarka, Gaya, Kamakhya,
Kanchipuram, Kedarnath, Mathura, Patna, Puri, Varanasi
and Velankanni

Proposals have been received from State Govermnments/UT Administrations for
grant of Central Financial Assistance (CFA) for projects in Circuits/Destinations

identified under these schemes.



