92 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Indians returning as unemployed from Gulf countries

193, SHRI D. KUPENDRAREDDY: Will the Minister of EXTERNATL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that the Gulf countries are severely affected by economic
crisis causing lakhs of Indians working there become unemployed and returning back
to India, if so, the details thereof;

(by the number of such persons who have returned back to India so far, State-

wise;
{c) whether the Central Government is planning for their rehabilitation; and
{dy 1l so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[GENERAL (RETD.) VK. SINGH]: (a) and (b) Based on the information received from
Indian Missions, in the Gulf Region, while there has been some slowdown in the
economic activity in the Gulf Region, due to decline in oil and gas prices, there has
been no significant impact of the economic situation on Indians working there, except
in Qatar, where about 1000 Indian professionals were laid off by a State Petroleum
Company. No other instance of large scale lay-off of Indian workers has been reported
n the Gulf countries. The mission in Qatar has informed that most of these professionals

have either returned or have found employment elsewhere.
{cy No.
{d)y Does not arise.
Request for Indo-US-Japan talks

194 SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of EXTERNATL AFFAIRS be pleased

to state:

{a) whether during last year's visit of Japanese Prime Minister, India and Japan
have signed an agreement on the development and general overhauling of Indian

Railways, 1f so, the details in this regard; and

(b) whether India has requested for India-US-Japan trilateral talks on various

1ssues concerming the world and if so, the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[GENERAL (RETD.) VK. SINGH]: (a) During the visit of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
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India in December, 2015, the two sides agreed to enhance cooperation in the railways

sector:

1 A Memorandum of Cooperation on High Speed Railways confirming
cooperation on developing Mumbai —Ahmedabad high speed rail corridor
using Japanese high speed rail technologies with financial and technical

assistance from Japan.

(i) A Memorandum of Cooperation between Ministry of Railways and Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism on Technological Cooperation
in Rail Sector which sought to establish areas for comprehensive technological
cooperation including sharing of information and best practices; exchange
of officials and technicians; facilitating the participation of other institutions,

organization and Ministries; and conducting joint research and studies.

(i) A Memorandum of Understanding on Technological Cooperation between
Research Designs and Standards Organization (RDSO) and Japan Railway
Technical Research Institute {JRTRI) proposing to cooperate in areas of
safety in train operation; advanced techniques of maintenance; use of

environment friendly technologies, etc.

(b) The 7th round of India-US-Japan Trilateral Dialogue at the Joint Secretary
level was held on 26 June, 2015 in Honolulu, USA. At the maugural India-US-Japan
Ministerial Trilateral that took place on 29 September, 2015 in New York, the three sides
agreed to convene an experts-level group on humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief, and an experts-level group on regional connectivity. The three countries also

agreed to work together to maintain maritime security through greater collaboration.
Counters for senior citizens in passport offices

195. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of EXTERNAIL AFFAIRS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps that will fast-track the process of

passport applicants, if so, details in this regard;

(b) whether it 1s a fact that there are no counters for senior citizens in passport
offices causing lot of hardship in getting the applications processed by senior citizens;

and

(¢) 1if so, what steps Government proposes to take to have special single-

window counters for senior citizens in Delhi and other parts of the country?



