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Strengthening of railway bridges

470. SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL:
SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Railways have evolved any parameters for reconstruction/strengthening
of railway bridges in the country if so, the details thercof;

(b) the funds allocated/carmarked for the said purpose in the current financial
year, Zone-wise including the tribal arcas of the country;

(c) whether any inspections are carried out by Railways in this regard and if
so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken/being taken by Railways for strengthening of railway bridges?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ
SINHA): (a) to (d) Repair/strengthening/reconstruction of bridges is undertaken based
on their physical condition as ascertained during various inspections. There is a well
established system of inspection of railway bridges on Indian Railways. All the
bridges are inspected twice a year-once before the onset of monsoon and once after
the monsoon. In addition, depending upon the condition of bridges, certain bridges
are inspected more frequently. Repair/strengthening/reconstruction of the bridge is
planned if the condition of the bridge so warrants. The work is taken up through
Works Programme and in urgent cases, through out-of-turn sanction. If the corrective/
remedial measures are expected to take a long time due to the complexity of the site
situation, etc., suitable safety measures like imposing speed restriction and keeping
such bridge under close watch, are taken till the bridge is repaired/strengthened/
reconstructed. During last five years, 4338 bridges have been repaired/strengthened/
reconstructed on Indian Railways.

The funds allocated for repairing/strengthening/reconstruction of bridges during
current financial year 2015-16 are X 491.39 crores. Allocation of funds is done zone-
wise and not arca-wise or region-wise, break up of which for the current financial

year is as under:

Zonal Central Eastern East East Northern North North Northeast
Railways Central Coast Central Eastern Frontier

Fund allocated 13.4 8559 754 2153 3407 1513 2025 1887
(X in crores)
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Zonal North Southern South  South  South  South Western West
Railways Western Central Eastern East Westermn Central
Central

Fund allocated 20.09 4738 2577 1731 11.37 282 2776 2927
(X in crores)

Increase in number of coaches of sleeper class trains

+t471. SHRI PRABHAT JHA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that owing to high volume of passengers a large number
of passengers have to travel inconveniently in the sleeper class with wait-listed tickets
in many railway zones, if so, the details thercof, and

(b) whether it is being proposed to increase the coaches of sleeper class in the
trains of those railway zones, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ
SINHA): (a) The overall average occupancy of sleeper class in all reserved trains
operated by Indian Railways is more than 100%. There is unsatisfied demand on
some routes which is reflected in the waiting lists of popular trains. The demand for
reserved accommodation exceeds availability during peak periods such as festivals,
summer holidays, winter holidays, etc.

(b) Augmentation of trains of various class of coaches including Sleeper coaches
is a contimious process based on operational feasibility, availability of coaches and
passenger demand. During periods of festival/holiday, such special trains are run and
temporary augmentation of coaches in trains done to clear the surge of passenger
demand.

Accidents at unmanned level crossings

472. SHRI RITABRATA BANERIJEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that accidents at unmanned level crossings have increased
in the last one year;

(b) if so, the details thercof, Zone-wise; and
(c) the remedial measures being adopted by Railways in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MANOJ
SINHA): (a) and (b) No, Sir. There were 50 unmanned level crossing (UMLC)
accidents in 2014-15 and in the current year from 1st April, 2015 to 31st January,

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



